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An object is said to be biodegradable, when little 
tiny microorganisms in the earth can break the 
object apart and turn it into soil. It looks like the 
thing disappears, but it just becomes part of the 
soil. Take a diaper for example… how many years 
do you think it takes for a disposable diaper to 
biodegrade? Answer: 500-600 YEARS!

Students will investigate their own trash 
consumption and become aware of how 
improperly handled trash impacts the 
environment. In addition, students will 
comprehend the difference between types of 
trash (biodegradable vs. non-biodegradable) 
and their effects on environment. 

Make students to check how long it takes for the 
following items to degrade (days, weeks, months, 
years).

Procedure:

Collect the garbage from your house. Separate it 
into two groups
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Group 1: Orange or banana peels, newspaper, 
parts of notebooks/ textbooks, green wastes

Group 2: Pieces of cloth, leather shoes, polythene/ 
plastic bags, broken glass, aluminium wrappers, 
and old shoes. 

1. Divide the contents of each group into two  
 separate heaps. Label them as A, B, C and D.  
 Put all the four heaps in separate pits and  
 cover them with soil.

2. Remove the soil after four days and observe  
 the changes in the garbage. A black colour and  
 no foul smell indicates that rotting of garbage  
 is complete (can use it as a manure).

3.  Put the heaps again in the pits and cover with  
 the soil. Observe again after every two days  
 and note your observations as suggested.

4. Did the garbage: [Enter options in the  
 columns based on your observations.

 A. Rot completely without any smell?

 B. Partially rot?                                                                               

 C. Almost rot with bad smell?

 D. No change?
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Follow Up Discussion:

1. What non-biodegradable items that you use 
could be replaced with biodegradable ones?

2. Non-biodegradable items could you live 
without in your life?
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We will be meeting at the Teacher Resource Centers every Saturday to discuss project ideas. You can join this project on the 

website – azimpremjifoundationpuducherry.org; Faceboook : https://www.facebook.com/groups/Thisaimaani/


