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Dictionary - A valuable classroom resource
CBSE, English, Grade – IV

Using dictionary as a teaching resource in English class

Teaching English is not easy especially to
foreign learners. We need to constantly devise
various strategies to make English language
learning a meaningful and pleasurable task. While
teaching an English lesson to my children, it is
essential to make them understand the meaning
of every word in the lesson be it prose or poem.
For this I thought of introducing them to the use
of dictionary in class. In my school days I had no
access to a dictionary and I found it difficult to
decipher the meanings of most words. I thought
my children should not face this hurdle and hence
introduced them to the world of words. It not only
inculcates the habit of reading but also helps them
imbibe the grammatical structure and the correct
spelling and the habit of self-study. Once this
idea grew strong in my mind I started designing
activities for the children, where, in stages they
will master the use of dictionary and make it a
habit. When I conducted competitions I started
gifting the children a picture dictionary. That was
how the children initially developed an interest in
using a dictionary.
There is a systematic format in using the
dictionary. Since children are introduced to the
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world of dictionary for the first time, I followed
these steps to gradually introduce them to
the correct way of referring to and using the
dictionary. I made them understand that the
dictionary can be put to several uses. One can
use it to look up the meaning of a word, check
its correct pronunciation & spelling and find out
grammatical information of the word.
The most important aspect of learning how to use
a dictionary is to arrange words in the alphabetical
order. To make this more catchy and interesting, I
told them to write and arrange the names of their
friends, months of the year and days of the week.
Activity 1: Arranging the words in alphabetical
order.
A set of words were given and the children had
to arrange them in alphabetical order. I explained
to them the concept of the alphabetical order of
words before starting the activity. Through this
activity they easily understood the concept.
Activity 2: Arranging their friends’ names in an
alphabetical order
I asked them to arrange the names of their
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classmates in an alphabetical order. Students
eagerly participated in this activity. For e.g. Amitha,
Hemalatha, Dharshini, Anam, Gajalakshmi. When
it came to writing the list in alphabetical order,
they got confused between Amitha and Anam as
both the names begin with the alphabet ‘A’. This
is where I explained that when the 1st letters are
the same, we should then go to the next letter. In
Anam & Amitha the 1st letter is common. So we
moved on to the next letter. In Anam the 2nd letter
is ‘n’ and in Amitha the 2nd letter is ‘m’. I asked
them which letter comes first in the alphabetical
order. Then the children arranged Amitha first
and then Anam. Through this activity they knew
how to arrange such words.

Once they understood the concept of using a
dictionary they started using it regularly. Initially
they would identify the meaning of the word in
Tamil and write it and then go for its equivalent in
English.

Activity 3: Arrange the months of the year in
alphabetical order:
When it came to names of the months they
had difficulty in arranging June and July, April and
August, March and May. In June and July I had to
help them look at the 3rd letter as the first two
letters were the same. In March the 3rd letter
was ‘r’ and in May it was ‘y’. Once they did this
they clearly understood how a dictionary was
arranged.

First I initiated them to the concept of
dictionary. Later it became a habit with them. It
took two or three classes to make them master
dictionary usage , so much so that whenever they
came across a new word they went on to refer to
the dictionary on their own volition. I requested
that each one buy a dictionary as it will be of use
always. Now they are proud owners of dictionaries
and use it regularly in my class. It has become a
habit and whenever they encounter an unfamiliar
word, they immediately refer to the dictionary.

Activity 4: Text book activity:

Visible changes in my children:

I asked them to pick words from a lesson and
arrange them in alphabetical order. Here some did
well and others struggled. At that time I realized
that peer learning may work. I divided the class
into groups and made sure that they learnt from
each other.

Now, every bench has a dictionary. Children have
acquired the discipline of taking the dictionary
from the class shelf, use it and replace it.
Awareness is created in children that if they do
not know a word they should go and refer to the
dictionary Peer support is there. They help each
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Activity 5: (Image of activity sheet 5)
I divided the class into 5 groups. We needed
5/6 copies of dictionaries. I gave them simple
words and asked them to look up the word in
the dictionary. They discussed the word and its
meaning in groups and came up with the right
answer. Initially they knew the meaning of the
words in their vernacular and then got to know
the English equivalent.
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other. In some lessons when I encounter a word
that has more than one meaning or acquires its
meaning from the context, I give the text related
meaning.
We have a picture dictionary in our reading

corner which has kindled the interest of the
children to a great extent. This has helped me
take it to the next level, creative writing. I give
them simple topics and make them write a few
sentences like about their pet animals, favorite
flower and favorite food.
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