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Exploring temples in and around 
Thanjavur – a field visit

Objectives of the trip:

The students will be able to

 • Explore the places

 • Know about the history of the places by 
  getting the resources from the native 
  people of those places

 • Get direct exposure by seeing and 
  touching the art and architectures

 • Develop skills like observation, 
  identification, application of skill in real 
  life situations

 • Develop co-operation, tolerance, sharing 
  of knowledge, etc.

Planning the trip

After the staff meeting comprising the head 
teacher and all the other teachers, we decided on 
the places for our school education cum exposure 
visit. The following places were selected

 • Gangai konda Cholapuram

 • Swami malai

 • Thiruvalanchuzhi

 • Patteeswaram

 • Tarasuram

 • Thanjavur

Then the following sequence of activities were 
done as a preparation,

1. Permission application letter was sent to 
 the office of DIS of Zone - V, Villianur

2. Video clipping was shared to explain about 
 the history of the temples in Thanjavur, 
 Tarasuram, Patteeswaram and Gangai konda 
 cholapuram

3. A small group discussion was conducted 
 and the following points were discussed:

 a. What is the purpose of the visit?

 b. History of the temples – year of 
  establishment, rulers who built the 
  temples

 c. Connecting the concept of visit to the 
  curriculum- (Historical importance of the 
  temples, comparison between the  
  construction style in ancient and modern 
  times)

 d. Responsibilities were shared among the 
  teachers (Bus arrangements, safety needs, 
  food, refreshment)

During the visit

On 18th February 
2017, we started our 
journey from Govern- 
ment Primary school, 
Kalitheerthalkuppam 
at 5:30 am with 48 
students along with 
7 teachers under the 
guidance of our 
school’s headmaster, 
Mr. Selva kumar. 
Students came with great enthusiasm. We 
reached Gangai Konda cholapuram at 08:30 am. 



ñ£˜„ 201778 F¬êñ£Q

The history of the temple was briefly explained 
by the temple trustee and Gurukkul. Our school 
teacher Mrs V. Sowmia, PST, and Mr.Srinivasan, 
drawing teacher, also explained about the art, 
architecture and specialty of the temple. Students 
were then allowed to explore the site in complete 
freedom. 

After breakfast, we started our journey and 
reached Swami malai at 10:30 am. Our children 
had a different experience in Swami malai. The 
height of the temple was a little higher when 
compared with the average temple in our chosen 
places. Children observed that the steps were 
built for the 27 Nakshatras, saw the entire 
temple and heard the history of the temple from 
one of the persons in the locality.

Then we started the next stage of our journey 
and reached Thiruvalanchuzhi, where we saw 
the famous Lord Ganesha, called white Vinayaga, 
made with the ocean foam. It is an ancient 
temple. We saw many different sculptures there, 
especially chains made of stones. Our teachers 
helped our students to observe each and every 
sculpture and pillar there.

Then we reached Patteeswaram and explored the 
temple and its history with the help of the local 
people. The children learnt about the appearance 
of the temple, which was renovated recently and 
kumbabishegam done. The discussion was about 
the temple renovation and the kumbabishegam 
function.

Then we reached Tarasuram at 12 pm. We saw 
each and every corner of the temple. Our students 
received plenty of information from the sculptures 
in the temple. Isai padikkatugal – Musical steps, 
where a musical sound was heard from the 
stone steps. Animal sculptures were distinct, e.g. 
Elephant and cow in a single sculpture; horse, 
lion, elephant in a single sculpture. There we had 
a small discussion with the children about the 

exposure visit so far and how they were liking 
it. The children showed enthusiasm and claimed 
to be enjoying the trip. The discussion continued 
through lunch too. Lunch was provided and the 
children were allowed to play in the garden for 
half an hour. "We, the teachers, were very proud 
of our children, because our children interacted 
with the foreigners in the temple who came from 
different countries (France, Germany, U.S and 
Canada) without any hesitation. Our children 
interacted with them in English. We were satisfied 
to see their knowledge of spoken English and how 
they use it in real life"

Then we started our journey from Tarasuram at 
2 pm and reached Thanjavur at 5 pm.

On seeing the magnificent architecture of the 
Thanjavur temple, our children were very 
delighted and shared their views with us joyfully. 
They had already read the details of Thanjavur 
in their textbook (Grade V-Tamil–Nenchai allum 
Thanjai Periyakovil). They had also discussed 
some of the significant features of the temple, 
like Vimanam made of a single stone (81 ton)  
sculpture of Dwarabalagar,etc.
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There we had a short discussion with the children 
about the architecture and historical importance 
of Thanjavur temple.

 • Difference and similarities between 
  Gangai konda cholapuram and Thanjavur 
  temple. (Height and construction style of 
  Nandi, Lord Shiva):

 Difference: children observed that the 
 height of the Nandi in Gangai konda 
 cholapuram is greater than that of the Nandi 

 in Thanjavur and the height of the Lingam at 
 Thanjavur is greater than that of the Lingam 
 in Gangai konda cholapuram,

 Similarities: All the temples were built by 
 the Chola Emperors and the construction 
 style is the same throughout

We visited all the temples with complete 
satisfaction and enthusiasm.

Then we started our journey from Thanjavur 
at 6 p.m. and reached our school at 10.00 p.m. 
Attendance was taken and the students were 
sent safely home with their parents.

Post visit

• Students were assigned to submit a report 
 about the visit either in written format or 
 in the form of drawing. Students wrote their 
 personal experiences and some   also   submitted 
 the report in drawing forms

 o The children expressed their happiness 
  because they had seen, touched and felt 
  in reality the sculptures they had read 
  about in their Tamil textbook. (Nenchai 
  allum Thanjai periya kovil)

 o Children observed, expressing their 
  astonishment, that in Thanjavur temple 
  the shadow of the temple tower was not 
  seen.

Conclusion

On the whole, the education-cum-exposure 
visit was an amazing and excellent experience 
for both the students and the teachers. We also 
had very different experiences. Our students 
had direct exposure and received a lot of joyful 
experience.  During the visit they learnt skills like 
co-operation, tolerance and sharing (children 
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helped their friends who suffered from travel 
sickness; while moving from one place to another 
place they ensured each other’s presence without 
expecting our assistance, and they shared their 
snacks with each other). We were satisfied that 

we had achieved the prime objective of the visit.

B. Suganthi PST,
GPS, KT Kuppam

Student Artefacts


