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Engage

Task 1. 

Engage: For engaging children, I prepared a song 

on the concept of “Don’t cut trees”, which goes 

like this “everyone must plant a tree, it’s easy you 

can do it,” “tell your friends to plant a tree, it’s easy you can do it”, “la la la la……..”
 I sang the song with a nice rhythm, and all 

the students followed me enthusiastically. The 

song was created especially for this lesson. The 

children sang the song well, sitting in their places.  

Teacher reflection:

 I wanted to make the children dance, but there was no sufficient space in the class. So I 
rearranged the class by making a square in the 

center and made them dance.

My objective was to involve the children in the 

lesson, by making them sing the song again and again to make them follow the flow of the 
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language. The children enjoyed the song and got 

it right very easily and responded to my queries 

in English though it was a mix of both Tamil and 

English medium children. I had made them sit 

together so that they will pick the language up 

very easily from their peers.

Task 2: I divided the class into two groups and 

gave cards with two different situations, made 

them read and discuss about it, then asked one 

representative from each group to talk about the 

situation and analyze it. 

The situations:• An injured dog is lying unattended on the   road side. One boy simply walks past the  
 dog, but another comes and rescues the dog  

 and provides relief.  • Once while walking along the road you see  
 trees cut on the road. When you approach   the people nearby you get a rude answer. You  
 get very upset and angry. How will you tackle   this situation? Objective was to sensitize the children on 
certain common occurrences in their daily life, 

like what will they do on seeing a purse full of 

cash on the road or when they see an old man 

struggling to cross the road, which may play an 

important role later in their lives.

 The children were given worksheets and were asked to answer 3 questions. A choice was given 
to students to write it in either Tamil or English 

as I have children from both mediums. Some did 
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well and some could not answer properly. • Do you like to share your favorite food/toy   with others? Why? • Who is your best friend? Why do you like   him/her? - describe   him/her in one   sentence?• Suppose you and your friends are very thirsty  
 and there is only one glass of water, what will   you do?

You find a purse on the road. You find some   cash and cards in it. What will you do?
Reflections on Task 2:

 I prepared some activity sheets with 

questions expressing their thoughts/views. As I had both English and Tamil medium 
students, the Tamil medium students felt difficulty in expressing their views in a sentence 
and hence I asked them to write in single or two 

words. For Tamil medium students, I explained 

the questions in Tamil. The success of this activity 

was that everybody could complete it.

Explore

Task 1. As I wanted to visualize my idea, I decided to 
play a short video about bullying from the web 

site www.picklesadventures.com on my mobile. 

The students were really excited to see the video. After that, the students were made to answer 
some queries raised by me on the video. It was an 

effective tool to reinforce my concept. I made the 

students to narrate the video they had seen. They 

conveyed their views in their own language and I 

explained to them in English and I made them tell 

it in simple English language. I wanted to get rid 

of their shyness and fear in expressing/speaking 

in English. I encouraged them even though they 

made many mistakes while narrating. So, all the 

students came forward for this activity.

Reflection: The classroom is spacious and it can 

be used for all group activities. By creating space 

in the middle, the whole class can be involved in 

the group activities.

Task 2.

 To make the classroom atmosphere joyful, 

I decided to conduct an election to select their 

favourite student. So, I put a tray in front of the 

class on a table and gave each student a piece of 

paper. I asked them to write the name of their 

favourite student and put it in the tray. There was a lot of noise while doing this activity. All 
of them started discussing, among themselves, 

whom they wanted to select. Then I explained to 

them that this should be their own decision and 

they should not discuss with their friends. Many 

students felt proud as if they were voting in an 
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election. This activity can enhance their decision 

making skills. Then, I sorted out the name list 

but did not reveal the winner as it was not the 

objective of the activity and asked a few children 

why they voted for a particular boy or girl. The 

qualities for which the children voted were 

written on the board.• Kindness• Protecting a weaker student• Not beating others• Not speaking bad words• Sharing
 I got my expected answer as “not beating 

others”. This helped me to introduce the concept 

of “bully”

Explain

Task 1:

 This lesson had many new words like bruise, 

hoarse, pincer. The teacher should ensure that 

these new words are understood contextually by 

giving a situation. So, I created some situations 

and made them to contextualize the new words. I told the story in Tamil first and used a lot of 
gestures and the English vocabulary from the 

lesson. I modulated my voice and made it hoarse 

and asked the children whether they liked it. The 

children said they were scared. Then I wrote the 

word hoarse. Then I asked them about what all 

creatures are there on the sea shore. The children named a few - crabs, prawns, fish and shells. Of these the children said only crabs move on 
the sand. Then I asked them to describe a crab. The children said that crab has 4 legs and then I 
introduced the word pincers, bruise and nipped 

in context here.

For example• Ravi called her in hoarse voice ( I used a  
 hoarse voice when I said this sentence)• They bruised him with a stick ( I showed a   small bruise on my finger by using a red  
 mark)

 I wrote the new words on the board, since the 

students were well versed with phonetic sounds 

they read all the words with ease except bruise. They read the word as ‘bru’, ‘ise’. I syllabified the word and then corrected it as ‘bruise’ and taught 
them the correct pronunciation of that word.

Task 2:

 As I had already planned to use story wheel 
for this activity to make the learning very 

effective, I prepared a story wheel with two discs. One disc was with all story pictures arranged 
in a clockwise direction and the other disc 

covering the pictures with a small opening that 

can be superimposed on the story wheel card so 

that it can be rotated. I rotated the top disc and stopped at the first picture. I narrated the story 
to the entire class in English interspersed with vernacular. As it was in the pictorial form all the 
student felt very easy to understand the story.

Teacher reflection:

 The only problem I faced in this stage was the 

story wheel was very small and it was not visible 

to all the students. So, I made them to come closer 

to me for this activity. 
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 Then, I took six sentences from the lesson which captured the essence of the lesson 

concisely. I wrote each sentence in a strip. I shuffled the sentences and asked them to 
identify the sentence for the picture shown in the story wheel. All the students participated 
enthusiastically in this activity.

Teacher sharing: I was really amazed that a little 

planning made the teaching learning process 

very effective. I’m happy to say that one boy in 

my class who was always bullying his classmates 

by beating and pinching them, turned a new leaf 

and stopped bullying others after this lesson. 
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