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“You must not lose faith in humanity. Humanity is like an ocean; if a few
drops of the ocean are dirty, the ocean does not become dirty”

“If we want to reach real peace in this
world, we should start educating children”
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Children and their reading habits  -Jyothi Koppal

The word ‘Children’ itself suggests that creativity, energy and eager to learn new
things from others. This, therefore, helps us to develop reading habit among
them by using different means than the traditional methods. As we all know children
are interested in viewing pictures, listening stories, getting involved in solving some
difficult puzzles or tasks. Keeping this basic understanding in mind, we should
encourage them to see pictures; cards with a story. The children try to correlate the
picture with the theme of the story and imagine beyond that that instigate them to

read more.

Telling a story and pausing at some point is another interesting mode that engages
the children to read. In this way, we read a story not until the end in a way that the
children get curious. We ask the children to read the story themselves to know what
happened after that in that story. They read the storybook completely which
motivates them to read more stories like this. Furthermore, we can ask them to solve
puzzles through reading a book. So using these methods we can easily build reading
habits among children. We also need to encourage the children to read short stories,
jokes and academic stories in newspapers. So this would help them to sustain their
reading habits.

Another interesting way is, we ask the children to find repeated words in a particular
chapter, after that, we tell them to find small words, big words, and the word which
they frequently use in our day to day life. This way, create interest among children to
read and the same way they will start finding meanings for those words from
textually to contextually with a little input from MKOs (More knowledgeable Others).
As a teacher, we always find an innovative way to make them read. After reading we
need to ask them what they feel about reading. We must be careful that if we are
providing them some storybooks to read, we should not ask them to extract moral
out of it, which collapses their own understanding in a different manner based on
their exposure and pre-knowledge. Moreover, it sustains the joy of story reading if
we keep it open for them. If you ask the moral every time, they become focused on
finding moral in the story and become anxious as they need to answer their teachers

immediately after listening to the story. The process of reading should get




importance than its outcome and it encourages the children enjoy their reading.

During school situation, teachers will get many opportunities to work on reading
abilities and capabilities of the children. Same time we need to encourage students
to read short life stories of kings, historical persons, freedom fighters, authors etc.
through which we can enhance their knowledge, and create interest in reading of a
variety of books to sustain their reading habit. As | personally observed in
classrooms, the students show interest in reading the stories, which are closely
connected to their lives and the teacher as a role in it. He/she can expand their
variety of thinking from local to national and international life. Reading on different
cultures can enable them to build their self-esteem by broadening their mind and to
celebrate the diversity in the classroom, which is essential in Indian scenario where

every classroom is a mini India.
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A conversation with a girl in a bus —Anil Kottur

After completion of the two-day State Level Fellows and Associates meeting in
Bengaluru, the next day | started to move from Bengaluru to my hometown to
celebrate Dasara festival. As it was the peak of festive time, finding the buses was
not so easy for me in Bengaluru and after much struggle | managed to find an
ordinary KSRTC bus which started at 6:30 pm in Bengaluru and reached Gulbarga
by 10 am on next day morning. With an overweight baggage, | started from Gulbarga
to Chincholi, which is my Taluk. | reached there by 12 pm. Again from there | had to
wait for 3 hours without food to get a bus to reach my village. Ah! Finally!, at 3 pm |
found that the bus had arrived, due to heavy luggage and full of rush | had to board
the bus after all the passengers got into. The bus was full of rush and | stand at just
beside the conductor seat after arranging my luggage safely. “Brother you can sit
here” | heard an empathetic voice from a side. It was a girl who was studying in 9th
standard in a Morarji Desai school and was returning to home to celebrate the
festival just like me. Her Thanda (now there is a proposal to convert the LTs into
villages) is adjacent to my village. She had occupied the whole three members’ seat
for her father and elder sister who were on another bus which was about to reach the
Chincholi bus stand. But it seemed her that they might not reach by the time this bus
leaves, so she offered me the seat to sit, but on a condition, if her father and sister
arrive before the bus moves, | need to make the space for them. But, unfortunately,

they were late by five minutes and the bus left the bus stand.

The conversation:

The conversation started with an introduction of us to each other. Her family consists
a total of 5 members. There were 3 daughters, father and mother. Her parents have
been doing agriculture for 20 years, her cousins are well settled in the government
and private sectors which in turn motivated her parents to see their children in the
more or less same positions. Her dream is to become a doctor and to see their
parents to be only guiding the workers in their field instead of doing physical work
and take them on a flight where they wish to, she wants to see a society where all

the girls in the region should go for the higher study and get a job and become




independent economically, socially and culturally instead of indulging in the early
childhood (the community and the region has relatively more number of child
marriages) marriages, she blamed their community (Lambani) especially her parents
who indulge in the same. We have to remember that the community in this region
has been in the national and international news for a long time due to selling of the
girl child for money, | was very happy to discuss a gamut of social issues viz. caste,
religion, gender and racial discrimination with a 9th standard school going girl who
has projected a dream society that aligns with the constitutional progressive goals.
We have discussed throughout a one and a half journey amidst of crowd in the bus.
We seldom find a high school girl from a remote area who has a deep concern over
a gamut of social issues; discuss the same in public, confident about her career and
optimist to see equality in the society in the long run. After the discussion with her, |
forgot my 23hours irritating journey and felt very happy and instilled elan and
positivity from her and got down in my village in a hope of her dream to become a
reality. And her name is KAVERI.
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A Visit to Nana Layja -Krithi Satish Koppal

ana Layja is a small village in Kutch District, Gujarat. My friends and | had
a tremendous experience which can’t be expressed through words
because | fall short of words to express it. It is one such village where

women are restricted only to their house premises and farm.

It was a tough journey for all. During all those days of our stay, we did not even have
the basic amenities. But we learned to live and lead our life in a very simple manner.
That journey really equipped each one of us to face the life with smile and

acceptance.

In the initial days, we neither could see any women in the streets nor in the tea-stalls.
They didn't even come to sell the milk at tea stalls. We people from different
geographical location were the only ladies roaming around the village without any

hesitation.

There came a time when people felt weird that these girls are going to spoil our girls.
At that time we used to make fun out of it saying” if we say we are going to give the
dowry of 2 crores also these people would not marry us”.

It has turned out to be a lifetime memorable achievement of all those visited like a

dream come true.
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Reflections- Malavika Rajnarayan Yadgir

or the first week or so after moving into the new school premises, we found the
Fchildren to be most excited about one place on the campus. The washrooms.

There was a steady flow of children visiting the washrooms through class
hours and they looked forward to the breaks with a heightened sense of enthusiasm.
We soon found out that their excitement about the washrooms was because of the
large mirrors that have been placed there.

DAL YR s 5 Y 4d B

There is peculiar wonderment in looking at reflections, even when it isn’t our own. As
a child, I used to always wonder what it would be like to enter the world on the other
side of the mirror and live there, even though | knew it wasn’t very different from
where | lived. It was still a flipped version, like how a dress would still fit the same
when worn inside-out. The funny thing about looking into the mirror is that it shows
us how we look flipped, while in fact the world doesn’t see us that way. So, it is
equally amusing for us to see others in a mirror. And so, many minutes must be
passing by in front of the mirrors in the washrooms, in grooming and adjusting hair,
face and clothes.

Reflections trigger very interesting thought-processes within us. They makes us self-
aware on the one hand, but they also makes us aware of other ways of seeing. The
real fun begins when someone throws a tiny pebble in still waters and every image
that we see reflected, begins to move.
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