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Green is you - Ramakrishna
My innocence and fair feelings Is my cure, my gratitude.
Suffered savagery It is a long time,

And the deep cut mutilations Long time since.. ..

Suffered over long years Long sweet time still to go
Before the heal. Green is the world as ever

The strength
The suffered cause suffering To bear the grey and gory
To the dear Scorching summer in life.
Doubling his own
Groping to overcome and mend You are the green

mutilations
In each of the summers

And the other suffer uncomplainin
P € Now and then, Oh, always.



A Thought of Change through unchanging dispositions: The Gandhian
Approach to Change and Continuity -Sanjay Daniel

‘To care for those who once
cared for us is one of the
highest honors’ an English
saying always makes me think
about the contributions of our
forefathers to present society.
They are not here with us
anymore to see what we have
become but what we have
become is truly their
benefaction. The identity each
one of us has in the present is
the construction of our pasts.
Our dispositions keep
changing and change has
itself become the most
constant and that is because of
the unchanging decisions
taken by our leaders in the
struggle to be free. The
primary  commitment  to
achieve the abstractness of
freedom, in reality, is a
prolonged commitment of a
passionate lover of freedom.
The unchanging mind is the
weapon of creating changed minds. In this manner, the Father of India’s immutable adherence
to freedom has called us to remain unchanged without making any compromises in being free
from anything which controls us.

Gandhi has been criticized for his stubbornness by both fundamentalists and liberals starting
from his time. Many of his contemporaries wanted Bapu to change the way he thought on
several aspects but later they were convinced to his ideas of action. We often struggle to
understand the nature of Gandhi’s world view but soon begin to criticize him without
comprehending the time and the position in which he was bound. We tend to forget that even
our responses on any issue are based on the time and positions of our own. Yet there are certain
aspects in which every individual wants to remain unchanged in any given position or time.
This way Gandhi’s unchanging nature to obtain freedom has helped us to change the realities
of our world. Therefore, a question arises whether Gandhi was changing or remained invariable
throughout his positions.

Bapu certainly changed in various aspects through new exposures and experiences. His
perception of Race, Gender, and Caste had its own boundaries. The way he perceived the
African race as the lowest amongst the other races in the world distanced him from the African



people though he understood the colonial atrocities on blacks in South Africa. Gandhi’s open
letter to the Natal Parliament in 1893 saying “I venture to point out that both the English and
the Indians spring from a common stock, called the Indo-Aryan.... A general belief seems to
prevail in the Colony that the Indians are little better, if at all, than savages or the Natives of
Africa. Even the children are taught to believe in that manner, with the result that the Indian is
being dragged down to the position of a raw Kaffir.” reveals to us his early beliefs on race.
The way he understood women initially was different until he met some of his colleagues who
were voluntarily on the streets of India to attain freedom. He once had said in his famous book,
‘Hind Swaraj’ that “Women, who should be the queens of households, wander in the streets or
they slave away in factories. For the sake of pittance half, a million woman in England alone
is labouring under trying circumstances in factories or similar institutions...” or his ideas on
the division of Hindus based on the Varna system until he met Baba Saheb Ambedkar and
realized how painful it was to experience the tragedies of the untouchables. Of course, he
changed and revisited his conventional thoughts to renew himself.

The inferences one has to draw is prominently on how Gandhi was not willing to change.
Primarily his belief in finding solutions through non-violence. The development of the idea of
sathyagraha which he first practiced in South Africa travelled miles of distances to reach India.
Bapu’s fidelity to non-violence remained in him throughout his life until a religious fanatic
assassinated him using violence on January 30th, 1948. Many who followed Gandhi changed
their principles to achieve the ends swiftly. Mandela who was initially a follower of the
Gandhian path embraced the armed struggle to end the racist system of apartheid. It takes more
courage to resist violence through non-violence and one cannot achieve it without
understanding the consequences of one’s own acts of violence was Gandhi’s belief. But as
Sumit Sarkar in his book Modern India 1885-1947 mentions that °.... his repeated insistence
that even violence was preferable to cowardly surrender to injustice sometimes created delicate
problems of interpretation.” Yet by action, Gandhi remained non-violent in the search of truth
and freedom. As Ramachandra Guha mentions that ‘the only violence Gandhi used was on his
own body by fasting, imprisonment and living in harsh conditions but he never used violence
on the oppressor because Gandhi rejected violence in favour of dialogue, and thus this thought
contributed in making India a multi-party democracy without a single party totalitarian state.
India, a land of diversity without the foundation of Gandhi’s non-violence and civil
disobedience is difficult to imagine. However, India is changing and wanting to become what
Gandhi opposed due to various factors. The concept of Consociational Democracy which
emerged from Gandhi’s practices during the freedom struggle has been discarded by many
power-seeking subjects. His idols are frequently seen in the middle of the town or city junctions
and most of the time with a garland around his neck. We honouring him on his birthday or
mourning on his Remembrance Day is of less important to me as a Teacher but to teach his
ideas to children in schools is most important. This leads in Indians living in peace and
harmony with one and other and to raise our hands to speak and not to use it for violence
evolves our relationship with Bapu. Children are changing due to new exposures and
experiences but can we teach them that few unchanging minds have helped us to remain in the
company of humanity? Because Gandhi wanted our India of a different kind which rejects the
politics of hate and power. He asked us to be free from inside.



Gandhi was once struck by a song in his ashram which was sung at one of his prayers in Bhangi
colony, New Delhi. Let the song equally motivate us to create an India which relies on Love,
Faith, and Hope.

We are inhabitants of a country
where there is no sorrow and no suffering,
Where there is no illusion nor anguish,
no delusion nor desire,

Where flows the Ganges of love
and the whole creation is full of joy,
Where all minds flow in one direction,
and where there is no occasion for a sense of time,
All have their wants satisfied;

Here all barter is just,

Here all are cast in the same mould,
Here is no lack nor care,

No selfishness in any shape or form,
No high no low, no master no slave;
All is light, yet no burning heat,
That country is within you—

It is Swaraj, Swadeshi,

The home within you—

Victory! Victory! Victory!

He realizes it who longs for it.

Thinking Individuals -Muzammil
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The Black Heralds
Poet: C’esar Vallejo

There are blows in life, so powerful. | don’t
know

Blows as from the hatred of God, as if facing
them,

undertow of everything suffered welled in
the soul.

| don’t know.

They are few; but they are . ..

They open dark trenches in the fiercest face
and the strongest back.

Perhaps they are the bolts of barbaric Attillas
Or the black heralds sent to us by Death

They are the deep falls of the Christ of the
soul,

of some adored faith blasphemed by Destiny.
Those blood stained blows are the crackling
of bread

burning up at the oven door.

And man . .. Poor, poor!

He turns his eyes, as when a slap on the
shoulder summons us

And turns his crazed eyes, and everything
lived wells up like a pool of guilt in his look.
There are blows in life so powerful. | don’t
know.
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The Father of Nation, Mahatma Gandhi’s - Life Practices.
- Mouris D Souza

How, we can practice the life of Gandhi in real life by following the 4 principles which are
practiced by Gandhiji.

I. Woake up early in the morning (Before Sun Rise)

2. Self-practices for personal works (there is no inferiority/superiority)
3. Living simple life

4. Speaking Truth

The above principles look easy to follow but in real life it’s very difficult but Gandhi has
practiced these principles and sent a message to the nation “My Life Is My Message
(Education)”. If we practice the above 4 principles, then we can live a better life without
depending on others. Gandhi said, you have to know each and every thing which is essential
to live and which we can practice in life. While doing our personal works such as cleaning,
cooking etc. there is no superior or inferior job. Each of us is born equal and should treat
others equally.

On today’s corporal punishment at school, we can observe how much importance we are
giving to our students. In some school teachers beat the students without understanding them.
In Gandhi’s Life he used the cane only ones in his life in South Africa, after beating a student
he feels guilty and cried for his whole life and he felt that it’s his inability that he has not
understood that child. Nowadays teacher beat their students regularly and doesn’t feel any
kind of guilt and on top of it they blame the children. It is very unfortunate. We need to
understand the child and empower the talent of his/her.

The importance of knowing the surrounding resources and creating the opportunities for the
self-employment of children after the school. The school syllabus should include the context
related to child and its surrounding, natural resources, etc. Gandhi said more about the true
value of education. Education should bring overall development in the character of a person.
Gandhi’s basic education and focus to technical education or he suggests youths after 10"
class, will get education based on their interest, local employment so that employment
opportunities will create there will not arise unemployment problem.

“Wherever there is love/affection there is no pain/difficulties”. If we love the human being and
nature, then we will not discriminate others and vice versa.

Gandhiji and his struggle for justice and equality. The level of difficulties Gandhi suffered during
his life by following truth and giving justice to all. Even during prison days when Gandhi enters
the court, the British judge stand and respect him, which shows how much powerful Mr.
Gandhi, a simple man is.

Reference: Books on Gandhi (India of my dreams) & websites.
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NON VIOLENCE AND CLEANLINESS -BEYOND MATERIALISTIC VIEW
- Shobha K.S

“Uncleanliness of the mind is more dangerous than that of the body”. The latter, however,
is an indication of the former. The beauty of Gandhian principles like nonviolence, Svachha
Bharath, Swadesi and cleanliness makes them meaningful when we start finding its meaning
in our lives. These principles which once thought to be ideological are worthy to inspire every
individual to deep root those thoughts and search them in their life and surroundings.

“I won’t allow anyone to enter into my mind with their dirt foots” a powerful message on
cleanliness” said by Gandhi, intensifying the significance of cleanliness which affect health
and environment. The true essence of it can be visualized in both extrinsic and intrinsic sense.
When the same thought of cleanliness stretched beyond external context, values lying beneath
the cleanliness can be realized more meaningfully. Clean mind can cause clean environment
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and a healthy society. The concept of cleanliness may not be a physical entity when viewed as
an internalized aspect of every individual’s life. One such relevance came to my mind, during
reading the articles of Gandhi on cleanliness and health.

Story of a little girl married at the age of 14, succumb by the rituals of those days losing life
partner within a short span of time before realizing the worth and value of that relationship and
bonding. Seethamma, literally has to enter into the fire furnace of landlords and their evil
spirits. Every time when seeds being sown in her small field, next day burrowed soil with
ruined hopes of her livelihood was found. In spite of being attacked emotionally and mentally
several times sincere effort of continuing the deed with same hope was the nonviolent response
of Seethamma. Urge of livelihood and feeding her two kids may be the reason for her strength
which made them to surrender.

The ahimsa tool has been silently lived by this tiny soul to combat the rigid rules of the land
lords to protect her small source of bread and butter. She finally won that battle and succeeded
in preserving her piece of land from the clutches of landlords. The value of ahimsa lived by
this illiterate young woman at the age of 17 even without having the worldly knowledge about
what Gandhi has said about ahimsa.

In later days her educated daughters had realized the true sense of Ahimsa tatva lived by this
mother while reading Gandhi in text book curriculum. One of her daughter being in teacher
profession, always recall those instances of her mother struggles and moral of ahimsa lived by
her mother which was inspiration to change her views on applicability of ahimsa tatva in every
one life.

Every night in her small hut, the light of lamp under the threat of pushing into darkness by
cowardly intensions on her sanctity. Running towards safe shelter for protection was her daily
routine for many years. The every possible way of shaking her personal integrity, was retorted
by her clean mind and soul which has that strong belief of conquering over the ill intentions.

Through her ahimsa and clean mind Seethamma left that piece of land as a symbol of victory,
of nonviolence over violence which her kids treasure till now.

Often being targeted by evil thoughts of the so called land lords this young girl stands out as a
true example of clean mind and soul, which never compromised dignity and respect. This
thought of Gandhiji might have been lived by innumerable women of the world, silently in
their perspectives like Seethamma. The man kind have to develop that sensibility, of looking
empathetically into applying the ultimate desire of cleanliness in all human beings.

The beauty of the Gandhian thought on the issue of cleanliness lies not only in maintaining
cleanliness on personal and community level by outside intervention it should be lived by every
human being as everyone’s duty and religion.

Note: Article was the example of real story of my grandmother, whose experiences had
been shared by mother in my childhood.
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Gandhiji’ s views of an Ideal Teacher -Rajesh S Mahantmath

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi better known as Mahatma Gandhi or Gandhiji — in addition to
being a civil rights activist, a staunch practitioner of truth and non-violence, an advocate of
equality of all human beings, a freedom fighter and a mentor and inspiration to a number of
leaders of his time — was also an educationist in his own right. He was in fact, one of the chief
proponents of idealist education in modern times. In that, his ideas about education remain
relevant even today as the world is facing crisis of different dimensions.

Gandhiji meant ‘education to be an all-round drawing out of the best in child and man — body,
mind and spirit. One of the most important requisites to ensure a good education is a good
teacher. It will be worthwhile to reflect on Gandhi’s views on ideal teachers. He said:

“A teacher who establishes rapport with the taught, becomes one with them, learns more
from them than what he teaches them.... A true teacher regards himself as a student of his
students.”

This appears so much relevant in today’s times when we speak about the need for a child-
friendly, fearless school environment and the importance of teachers becoming continuous
learners. It is difficult for a teacher who is short-tempered and egoistic to tolerate the varied
behaviors and traits of pupils in his class. A teacher should be able to understand the problems
and challenges of his pupils and help them in overcoming those problems and challenges. The
pupils should feel free to express themselves without fear of punishment and insult. The teacher
should be easily approachable and come across to the pupils as someone who is one among
them. He should be able to accept his mistakes and acknowledge his limitations and must not
hesitate to learn from others including his pupils. He must never insist on students accepting
and believing whatever he speaks as ultimate truths. Having said this, he must not pretend to
know everything and refrain from feeding them with wrong information. A teacher should
never cease to learn new things and update himself. Gandhiji felt that the teacher himself should
be like a good textbook for the pupil.

Gandhiji recognized the need for teachers to be creative and original, decades before our
education commissions and policies.

He said:

“A teacher who teaches from the text books (alone) does not impart originality to his pupils.
He himself becomes a slave of text books and has no opportunity or occasion to be original.”

Today our educationists lament the lack of innovativeness among the large majority of our
teachers. Due to various reasons most of the teaching in our classrooms is based on and
restricted to our textbooks. Most of the parents and teachers are interested only in the academic
achievements of their wards with an alarming disregard for their talents and interests in sports,
music or other subjects. There is also a lack of teachers who can transact with an
interdisciplinary and activity based approach.

Above all, Gandhiji emphasized the importance of high moral and ethical values among
teachers. He condemned the teachers who do not practice what they preach:

“Woe to the teacher, who teaches one thing with the lips and carries another in the heart.”
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Pupils always adore and imitate their teachers. They accept whatever their teachers do and say
to be good and true. Therefore, teachers should be very careful about how they behave and
what they speak and do in front of their pupils. They must cultivate good character which
should reflect in their thoughts, words and deeds. Otherwise they will be looked upon as
hypocrites.

If our teachers imbibe and practice the ideals preached by Gandhiji, it will help in its own way
in improving our education system at all levels.

Nayee Talim —The Vision of Mahatma. = -Ramchender Giri

Many people have thought and expressed a great deal on the importance of education. ”"Nayee
Taleem™ is a vision of education from a visionary, it can be loosely translated to mean Basic
education. Gandhi, while strongly working towards getting freedom from Colonial British Rule
over Indian Sub-Continent was constantly thinking on the factors like education which would
provide the necessary ‘thrust’ in making the nation one which he envisioned. His approach
towards education was liberal and unique in many ways. Let us understand his vision of
education for India through his model of Nayee Taleem.

It was during the British rule, where they took upon the onus of Mass Education of Indian
public that seeds of Nayee Taleem started to take shape. Gandhi realised that the education
system that was being proposed by British with ‘English’ as it’s medium of instruction was
aimed at making Indians servants for the queen at best. Realizing the impacts of such education,
Gandhi proposed to address the need for education that will make sense for independent India.

It was a huge dilemma when the funding that was needed for education was to be satisfied by
tax from liquor. This was meant that, in order to improve the promotion of education, the sale
of alcohol was the only means. To address this situation Gandhi proposed a unique model of
education where funding of education was through education itself. He suggested education
should be though the handicraft that is closest to the community in which the child is living in
and all other matters of education can be learnt through learning of this craft. This according
to him will give the child the most appropriate education that will not only cater towards
individual gain but address the needs of society as well. In his own words, using tax from liquor
money to fund the education would not just intoxicate the drunken but using of such money to
provide the education that is just beneficial for the individual, without any gain to the society,
will intoxicate the learned as well working just for his personal gain. Using Mother Tongue as
the medium of instruction was targeted to ensure the learning of the child, is not restricted to
just school and classroom, but will go into the realm of continuous learning in every aspect of
life. Gandhi, strongly believed in education from ‘conception to cremation’, it is never a
process of one way communication and hence he voiced his opinion against instruction and
information passing as he famously said “rescue education from four walls of the classroom™.
Thus, education that is taught through a handicraft, in mother tongue and one which enables
for it to fund itself was true education, which benefits both the individual and the society
simultaneously. He also advocated basic education should include everything minus English.
This can be attributed to the factors of one, the teachers of English will either be British by
blood or by values or both which does no good for any person in Indian Villages and two,

22



adopting the language amounts to surrender to the British crown by making people depend on
meagre clerkly jobs it prepares our future generation.

Use of textbooks for teaching by teachers was strongly discouraged. Gandhi felt textbooks will
constrain the learning to just what is written in them. A true teacher is one who uses personal
experience to impart knowledge in ways not just prescribed in textbooks. As in any sphere of
life he truly believed in learning to be dialogic and use of textbooks will kill dialogue in its
nascent state. Textbooks should at its best serve as a framework for the teacher to enable her
communicate and initiate dialogue and should not be the ultimate source of information. As
Gandhi claimed, such circumstances, where the teacher solely depends on textbooks to
facilitate his teaching is nothing but being the slave of the textbook. He asks that what
knowledge can such a teachers foster I pupils? The ultimate purpose of education is to bring
out the best in each child and man in everything he does be it physical, cognitive or something
done with pure interest or intuition. Hence, he claims that, the purpose as all round development
— in body, mind and spirit. Such results can be achieved by using his methods of imaginative
action and tenacity for results. Dedication along with persistence is only possible way to attain
desired results, his life was living example of all his principles.

He was very clear in making sure religious education does not have space in basic education.
He treated all humanity as one religion and advised religious education be best left to religious
institutions. He wanted to create a space for children across all caste, creed, religion, gender
and socio-economic background to commonly learn by sharing and learning from each other.
His vision of united India is deeply rooted in his approach towards education. Gandhi, the great
soul, who roamed the length and breadth of this nation to get its freedom, through his Nayee
Taleem was providing the insurance that will make the country self-reliant and though his
approach of Gram Swaraj would probably not have made many rich but would have surely
ensured we do not have many poor in this country today.

There were many concerns on his approach of using handicraft for funding schools and in long
run pay for teacher’s salary too, some even accused this will lead to child labour. Gandhi,
defended his approach by claiming that the objective is not to create craftsmen who create
goods mechanically but explore educative purposes that a child can connect to easily as its part
of its daily life. He said stress to be laid not on production of the artefact but in ensuring it
enables planning, accuracy, cooperation and fosters education for life though life. He claimed
education which is not self-supporting will not live to find its destiny. He also said there has
been enough of interference of religion and any religion that depends on State for its
propagation and prosperity does not deserve to be called a religion. He consciously wanted to
create a system of education where religion had no role to play. Gandhi’s vision was not for
individual brilliance to excel at the cost of society but for the collective to be self-reliant. He
said the rich should be taught to stoop while the poor understands to look up. Education for
him was not a tool for the society to prepare its children for life but education was a way for
society to understand itself through constant dialogue and improvement by ensuring each
person is able to do his best in whatever he does. This can only be possible when each learn
from other with no barriers. Many aspects of his vision if implemented in its right sprit can still
make our country the rich nation of his dreams.

References:

e LISTENING TO GANDHI, Krishna Kumar. Nayee Talim, Marjorie Skyes Education
for Life Through Life, NCERT Memorial Lecture, Prof Anil Sethi
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My outlook on Gandhiji's views on education.  -Sampada. H

"By education, | mean an all-round drawing of the best in child and man in body, mind and
spirit"- M. K. Gandhi

Interpreting the the above saying of Mahatma Gandhi on education, my view on the
statement is, he strongly believed that the main aim of basic education was to purify the heart
and mind of all people and create a society free from all sorts of exploitation and aggression,
making a child over all developed. He also believed that basic education is the key to learn art
of living.

When | deeply analyse the above saying of M.K.Gandhi on education what | strongly sense is
education is the backbone of society and is also an aid responsible for up-liftment of mankind.
Understanding his thinking, | realize he gave more emphasis in bringing the best in man and
child on an all-round perspective rather than just following the traditional education system.

| justify the above statement saying Gandhi always wanted education to be based on ethics
and morality as they were an integral part of his own living. When one hears his speeches or
reads his works, one can realize the depth of ethics and morality he imbibed within himself.

According to me Gandhiji's whole view on education was stressed mainly on the development
of a child as a whole, not just the mind, or body or spirit but all the three as a core integral
development. That proves he focused education as all round development and not just being
literate.

Following the ethics and morality and the teachings of the father of Nation, a man who stood
always for peace and valued it above political and ideological conflicts, what | conclude saying
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is education only can bring an overall development to mankind and it is a vital part of our
existence.

Right or Wrong? -Omprakash Gupta

Dr. Ambedkar, who spent his whole life overcoming caste based discrimination, had come to
an understanding that the only way Dalits could improve their lives is if they had the exclusive
right to vote for their leaders, that a portion or reserved section of all elected positions were
only for Dalits and only Dalits could vote for these reserved positions. Dr. Ambedkar’s
legitimate demands for separate electorates for Dalits at Round Table Conference in London.
When the whole set of British members of the Conference including the Prime Minister
Ramsay McDonald were completely convinced with the demands of Dr. Ambedkar, such was
the truth of Indian society and the position of the untouchable people for more than many

Millenniums.

Gandhiji was determined to prevent this at any cost and failed to do so at the Round Table
Conference and returned to India. Without having any other options and means to stop Dr.
Ambedkar and his demands, he went on hunger strike to change this article in the draft

constitution.

After many communal riots, where thousands of Dalits were slaughtered, and with a leap in
such violence predicted if Gandhiji died, Dr. Ambedkar agreed, with Gandhi on his death bed,
to give up the Dalits right to exclusively elect their own leaders and Gandhi ended his hunger

strike.

Later, on his own death bed, Dr. Ambedkar would say this was the biggest mistake in his life,
that if he had to do it all over again, he would have refused to give up Dalit only representation,

even if it meant Gandhi's death.

Even after 87 years of Poona Pact there is no considerable change in the treatment of the Dalits
in the hands of so called upper castes of Indian society, here the question remains in our minds
that the weapons of Gandhiji Sathyagraha and Nonviolence, which proved very effective and
popular against British was used against Dr. Ambedkar and the entire depressed sections of

Indian society was right or wrong.
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Gandhi and His Relevance -Anil Ausha

Hobbes and Lock have made some essentials parameters through which a state establishes its
political authority. In an unregulated society, to avoid death and securing their interests people
come together and form political society, by losing some of their natural powers to state, then
state exercises its powers on behalf of the people, state forms the political authority to protect
individual and collective security, the fundamental foundation for political formation is
security. To avoid killing, cheating, and to maintain peace, the state forms the political
authority. In such states the democratic state is regarded as the best, which serves in principle
to every citizen.

Gandhi had a complicated view on democracy, democracy uses political power, through
political power violence emerges, in this way, he is against rather do not believe in democracy,
He characterized the British parliament as “sterile woman and a prostitute,” where political
leaders use parliament as per their wish, pertaining to larger issues of public. Main indicators
of democracy are elections, political representation, individual rights, etc. it indicates every
individual has a natural freedom and natural equality. But, Gandhi did not think of the idea of
freedom and equality of people. Gandhi did not think by giving individual rights and political
citizenship bring the freedom to them, he had a different opinion about democracy, he is not
impressed by political democracy because it ultimately leads to violence, In Gandhi’s view
self-rule, accountability, and transparency and inclusiveness are the parameters for the
democracy.

Politics always interferes into individual life. Modern society concern with peace, politics and
war, these three are neither fundamentally disposed nor opposed to violence, these three terms
are strictly conditional, political calculation determines the use of these three terms. State’s
ultimate goal to provide security by using violence, in other words, to maintain the peace state
opts the violence. Modern politics are limited to a state or a society, they do not apply to the
whole world, this modern politics always back up with religion, nationalism, violence, and at
this point, there is no scope for individual rights and freedom. Gandhi sees individual rights as
obligations. Where politics or state decides what is wrong and what is right.

Gandhi for me, through his two spectacular contributions, takes a dominant place in my heart.
First, Non-Violence and second, Self-Rule. Gandhi was not a man of preacher he was also a
practitioner of what he says, to state an example, at the time of non-cooperative movement a
small incident on 5th February, 1922 a small village called Chauri Chauri which indulged in
the violence this one factor (albeit countrywide support for the movement) led Gandhi to
withdraw non-cooperative movement. Unlike Ambedkar who speaks in the language of rights,
Gandhi speaks in the language of duties. For Gandhi self-rule, accountability, transparency and
inclusiveness form the equality. For Gandhi, self-rule does not only stick to a state/country
which rule itself rather it applies to each individual. Self-rule is nothing but getting greater
control over oneself not to dominate others, but to live in harmony with others. One could get
control over him/her by indulging in spending time for him/herself, the practice of spinning,
fasting, silence, and non-violence. Gandhi had no rigid persona, he would accept his mistakes;
he would publicly apologize for his earlier mistakes.
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Gandhi was one of the earliest thinkers who extensively criticized European rationality and
civilization. He would say it was not the strength of the British rather it was (is) our (Indians)
obsession with their civilization, machines, law, the lifestyle which enabled them to rule us and
get control over us for a very long time. We could see his criticism on lawyers, doctors, railways
and British education which is unequal in nature. The sedition act of 1918 by the British is now
a big obstacle to criticize the state, as we saw in the JNU issue the sedition act of British who
used it to limit the nationalism now the same act has been in the use even post-independent
India to put its citizens behind the bars. For Gandhi, the real democracy and values lie in the
village life, but the modern technology by penetrating into the villages moral economy has
been the devil to destroy the village morality, culture, economy and the democracy. By
glorifying the villages or ancient Indic tradition Gandhi does not ignore the brutal inequality it
pertained, his only appeal is that we have to find alternatives/other ways in which we could
address those inequalities but simply adopting the European civilization makes it worse. He
was not against to the British but to their civilization, he would say he has no issues if the
British stay here by adopting the local rationality and civilization he has the problem only if
they impose their rationality and the civilization on the locals what they call superior to all
other indigenous civilizations.

Relevance of Gandhi

The era in which we live in is fenced with self-oriented market, globalized capitalism and
assertive religious nationalism. In this orientation one tends to speak in the technocratic
language, one has become more selfish, one replaces human values with the consumerism
where artefacts take the dominant place than the humans. The more intimate relationship
dominates with the technocratic artefacts than nature, humans, above all one’s own self. The
extreme individualism will lead to alienation and as Durkheim analysis tells us that the
alienation leads to suicide. Gandhi believes in the individuality than the individualism where
the former is informed with the spirituality, humanity, and affectionate towards the larger
society and facilitates with the self-rule, the later as a contrast to the former informed by the
selfishness, egocentric competitiveness. Thus, to become Gandhian individualistic in the
consumer capitalism is almost liberating self from the desire to indulge in violence, alienation
and stepping into the world of real happiness. As most of the so-called modernists consider
Gandhi as traditionalist but by rejecting rigid religious dogmas and attractive brazen consumer
capitalism he is more modern than most of us. To become a human being is nothing but
adopting Gandhian individuality.

Today, criticizing Gandhi has become a common phenomenon through the mere information
found in social media. Gandhi could be remembered only on the currency or on the statues or
schemes like MGNREG and Swatch Bharath. Today Gandhi has become only limited to
academicians like Uday Mehta, Ramachandra Guha, Ashis Nandy etc. Today we are far away
from his idea of equality, self-rule and Swaraj. Even though I am not a staunch follower of
Gandhi but I feel one must read and understand Gandhi to experience the real India and in the
era of globalized capitalism, self-regulated market and assertive religious nationalism at
present we need Gandhi more than ever.
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Freedom! From struggle for existence? Evelyn Harshita

Jal Satyagraha was done by people protesting a river dam which would flood their villages
and rob them of their livelihoods. Now, Jal Satyagraha has to be done, as there is
drought in the villages ruining their livelihoods.

Man cannot live on barren land where there is no vast tracts of desert land lie utterly

uninhabited.
Book- Key to health; By- M. K. Gandi
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Save water -Muzzamil

"Use water wisely"
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