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What is LOVE? -Krithi Satish

Love is a feeling that binds us together with our near and dear ones. But have you ever been able to
define love? I had been trying to define love all this while. But I couldn’t find a proper definition.
Sometimes I felt like love is being there for your loved ones. Some other time I felt that love is that

strong force which makes us go on with our life when nothing is in favor to us.

I have also felt that love is a strict teacher which teaches us the life.
Love may also be that deeper understanding between the individuals
which helps them to understand the meaning between the lines and the
untold feelings of the other. Love might turn out to be the mother of all
the emotions and feelings. It might be the reason behind the tears of
joy. It might also be the unbearable pain of the unheard prayers. It is

also a responsibility taken up by an individual without being

judgmental. A responsibility of not judging but instead helping them in

lessening their flaws. O
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Not unless you are me... -Rajani Bhat

Wear a Saree, its traditional, they say.

Don’t wear western dresses, people ogle, they say.

Do earn money for the family, they say, don’t do a job, they say.
Be independent, they say, listen to what we say, they say.

We have definitely come a long way from being cooped up at home, being
confined to kitchens, feeding extended family, bearing numerous children and
being deprived of every basic rights. Now we get to go to school, get a job we
desire and definitely we have a strong support system in our family and
friends. But even then, the blabbering mouths and roaming eyes never stop
judging us.




No matter how much we are ‘Empowered’, no matter the freedom we are
given, it is still expected of us to be within ‘Boundaries’. The boundaries set for
us by the wagging mouths around us. They let us study, but expect us to listen
to parents and relatives when we want to find a job. They let us work, But
expect us to ask Husband’s and In-Law’s permission for the same when we get
married. They let us wear what we like, be it traditional or western but never
fail to find flaws in our choices. “@aed aleed FPoahal 30F do°® aveodgomd
20000E", “wap.! aeerd CowmeeO JOF DYOLITET%E BISWIY, VOBS FYLIe

gdees® 0 Fow® Dow® ¢ desweed” for any attire we wear. It does not

matter what we wear is decent. Such people have criticism for everything we
wear and words to brand us. And to think about when we go out with
someone! O Heavens! It does not matter if we are with our boy-friend, friend

or brother or Father. She is with a Boy/man so she is a bad example to Young
kids.

We are judged for everywhere we go, with who so ever we go, judged for
whatever we do, we are judged for everything we think, we are judged for
everything we wear, we are even judged for our body types, food habits
without an ounce of consideration about how we feel. We are also humans, we
too have emotions and have our own thoughts. Our feelings, our emotions and
the compromises we make are more often than not, goes unsaid, unnoticed,
unfeelingly tossed aside.

But our lives are ours. Yes it is inter linked and interdependent with others but
never expendable. Try one day walking in the shoes of your beloved, mother,
sister, daughter, wife or friend. You will know what she faces everyday yet how
she walks with head held high, with a smile on her face hiding sorrow, working
tirelessly for the family she is born to and the family she steps into; for her
children she raises and expects nothing from anyone she calls her own. Why do
you want to confine us? Why do you want to judge us? Why do you want to set
boundaries? Why do you want to make decisions for us? YOU have no right.
We are the ones who gets to decide what we want from our life. We are the
ones who gets to choose. We are the ones who gets to define our life, our jobs
and interests. NOT YOU. Not anyone. | own my life, my decisions, my mistakes
and choices. And YOU don’t get to define what | have to be. NOT unless YOU
are ME.
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In the Name of Development -sanjay

In Simple words, the word development can be defined as an event constituting a new stage in a
changing situation.

Development is essential for every being but development is not purely an economic phenomenon.
It is rather a multi-dimensional process. In today’s times do we understand the concept of
development in its full meaning or are we obsessed about material benefits and success? We
propound that man is a social animal. How do we understand this? Is it because human kind is
socially matured and tends to live with its own kind without much difficulty? If man is a social animal
then there must have been agreements about every view in the society. These are few serious
guestions to be thought about. In my understanding, human beings are social and they are critical
beings that make them different from other species in the world. Any person can easily criticize
anybody when he or she feels the need to do it. So now we need to land on the theory of
Subjectivity. We often relate to others when we feel compatible. At the same time a person also
wants to remain unique and different. In my view, this is the most indispensable character of a
human being because any person has the power to both reason and reflect. Individualistic
experiences and thoughts are valid and necessary for the society.

Hegel in his work ‘Philosophy of History’ writes that “All that pretends in the name of science, it is
indispensable that reason should not sleep — that reflection should be in full play. The rational is
mutual but the various exercises of reflection — the different points of view — the modes of
deciding the simple question of the relative importance of events, do not belong to this place” The
guestion arises only in the absence of any viewpoint on a particular incident, Hegel says that
reasoning is an objective aspect of any human being, but the reflections based on the reasoning can
change because humans are more reflective beings. India is the largest democracy in the world and
we are proud about the factor that after seventy years of our Independence, we have sustained the
values of Democracy unlike Pakistan. However recent developments have hampered the value
system the country believed, the pride that remained is now being damaged. Will India become
glorious country if it loses its hope in the legacy of its ancestors? Gandhi when asked about
development said that ‘Might is right’ and ‘survival of the fittest’ was not enough for the holistic
development of human personality, he says that the strength derived from heart was much greater
than that derived from what is being called as development today. This statement propagates
humanism. Development in the Later Vedic age was the hierarchical dominance of Brahmins.
Dominating and overpowering people based on the caste in which he/she is born. Few of our




historians opine that the rise of Buddhism was against the dominance of one particular cult. India
boasts about the origin of Buddhism philosophy but fails to understand the message emerged out of
it. The identity of our country lies in its plurality. People in India are not just pluralistic in faith,
culture and language but also in thoughts.

Freedom of speech is the foundational feature of any democratic state, we as people of India have
stated it as our Fundamental Right because our constitutional architects understood the importance
of a democratic system they adopted. The text which spoke about the morality of nation did not
forget to mention about the right of the individual to express. As a Nation we might be climbing the
ladder of material development, this probability can also be tested. But my thought is about
development in reasoning and reflecting. In this sense, are we compromising in the advancement of
an idea which contains the elements like liberty, equality and fraternity? Our inquiry today should
predominantly check whether our expressions and actions are based on it, because living, essentially
is based on these three ideas. Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar opined that anything which serves the people
of India should go through constitutional method and not through any other means, he even asks to
abandon Satyagraha which can get unconstitutional in its way. He also says we are still to become a
Nation. We are growing as a nation both materialistically and intellectually and it absolutely takes
time to come to common perception. Rousseau says that we have ourselves created law which
makes us unequal, he asks us to go back to the nature where equality is in its triumph; On the
contrary Nietzsche views that the nature itself is a pot of inequality and only constitutional measures
can safeguard the rights of the people. It is necessary to understand the word ‘Development’ from
these intellectuals.

Another concept to understand in this regard is sustainable development and how United Nations
Organization views this.

From the start in 1945, one of the main priorities of the United Nations was to “achieve international
co-operation in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian
character and in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental
freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion.” Improving people’s well-
being continues to be one of the main focuses of the UN. The global understanding of development
has changed over the years, and countries now have agreed that sustainable development —
development that promotes prosperity and economic opportunity, greater social well-being, and
protection of the environment — offers the best path forward for improving the lives of people
everywhere.

In September 2000, world leaders committed their nations to achieving eight Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015. These goals range from halving extreme poverty to halting the
spread of HIV/AIDS and providing universal primary education. To attain them, the Secretary-
General has launched different initiatives, including the Zero Hunger Challenge and Every Woman,
Every Child. Great progress has been made in reaching many of these goals, but much more needs to
be done.

Therefore development for any nation is human welfare and not merely economic benefits.

Lack of criticality and political consciousness can lead to absolute despotism. The betterment of any
nation is possible only when our opinions are respected by others and criticized in a democratic
manner. What development is for any person is a self-decision. Creating the idea of objective
development can demean other points of view. Ideas form Ideology but an Idea can also hamper
other ideas. Killing of intellectuals today is not the end of physical body but many mental processes.
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Childhood-The age of Innocence -Athira

Childhood is the age of innocence. Every time we remember it, there would not be any person who
wishes not to go back to the childhood days. It was those days when we were allowed to make
mistakes and correct it for the betterment. It was those days when we were actually curious about

the things we learnt new. Childhood, the world is nostalgic.

Every Thursday | observe grade 2 activities. This report contains my observations and reflections
from last Thursday as well as today. Last week children were learning maths — addition. Teacher
taught them addition. Children were able to count using their fingers and find the answers for their
simple sums. Simple — this term is relative. Because when | was of that age, it was difficult for me as

well until I understood it well, practiced and applied it in my daily life.

The strategy adapted by Navarathna teacher was simple- larger number in mind, smaller in fingers.
For example, if someone is supposed to add 12 and 5, 12 is kept in mind, they open their hand and
start counting 5 fingers from 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17. It was interesting. This was the same way | learnt
addition as well. May be everyone. Later other teaching aids included ice cream sticks, small

coloured wooden planks or pieces etc.

Navarathna and Mala are the two teachers who handle grade 2 in the school. They almost teach all

subjects for them. Mostly English, science and social are handled by Mala teacher and social and




maths by Navarathna teacher. They move in a very friendly manner around class hours which makes

handling of class a lot smoother. The teachers are very welcoming to me as well.

After number they went to season and clothes. Children were actually able to relate their clothes to
the environment teachers were telling. After that, every child was made to sit down along with peers
in a circle. A magazine was given to each of them. A pair of scissors were given to each child and

asked to cut their favourite image from the magazine.

The children were ready with their images. They kept back the scissors in the box and magazines in
the shelf. Teacher asked them to categorise them as nouns. A child who cut cur would say it is an
object. Similarly, a dog as an animal. After every child did this exercise, they were showed a brown

chart where they were supposed to stick it in different category.

Later that day, when | went in, maths class was going on. Navarathna teacher was engaging the
class. Children were doing subtraction. Now that they know me, | also sort of volunteer in helping
children with maths there. Today also it was quite educative to reach out to children, being one

among them. It is a paradise in the packed serious day today life of ours.

So | helped Monica, Sivaranjani, Kuberan etc with subtraction. Another little miss Oviya brought her
books for correction, she was pretty good in maths | guess. | mean if even out of text, we ask her to
do anything she knows with numbers, she was really good. She could catch the concept really well. If
you ask were there weak children... | would say no. but lazy yes. Navarthna ma’am was really good

that the children understood the core of basic mathematics.

There was this curious kid, Rohith. Oviya complained that he was copying from her notebook. | was
telling him that he didn’t have to do that, but can ask any of us. We are ready to explain it to him as
many times as he asks. | explained him how to do that and asked him will he ever copy again? He

didn’t seem to answer. | mean he was actually adamant to not to answer that question.

| appreciate that he might be having a feeling of uncertainty about future. But in this matter, it is
about righteousness. So | asked him repeatedly, but no answer. So | told him to think and answer to

me.

After maths class, Mala teacher took charge of the class. She was giving dictation on social science. It
was about water and weather | believe. The first word she said was Snow. SNOW... children wrote
SNO. For that she made sure that S...No....W is how it is heard to make them understand how sounds
work in English. | mean it was amazing the way how she was able to connect two subject. When the
GROUND was given, children were able to come up with a word like ROUND and SOUND which

rhymes.




Then after this, they had an art therapy class with Metilde. As | have mentioned earlier, she deals
with art therapy. But then she was absent today. She was dealing with emotions. Apparently, Mala

teacher was on leave after that hour, because she had to attend somebody’s engagement.

So we had some one and a half an hour in my hand. We , Navarathna teacher and | thought why not
we screen a movie. Luckily | had a copy of Inside Out in my hand. The movie talks about the
emotions in children. The movie depicts happiness as yellow or golden glass balls, sad as blue,
disgust as green, angry as red and fear and naughty as purple ball as well. So the movie showed
about different emotions children have and how each one of these emotions are interest in our day

today life.

| could really see, children getting carried away in certain instances. Their eyes were filled with tears
sometimes, but really happy and hopeful sometimes. | asked them how they were feeling. Many

hands told yellow. Some told blue. A girl Arthi told me her cow died two days ago, so she was blue.

Sivaranjini had another story to tell. She was like | was blue two days ago, then it turned to yellow. |
asked her how. She told, she was late to school the other day. When teacher asked she told her
mother is in hospital for labour and her grandmother was looking after her for some days.
Grandmother neither could tie her hair properly, nor could she dress this girl properly. So she was
late. She told | was sad as well as afraid. But Navarathna maam didn’t scold her, instead hugged her

and said it was okay. Situations were understood by the teacher.

The moment she shared that, Navarathna maam was smiling and her face was filled with joy. Later
teacher was telling, children are innocent, only real things come out of their heart especially when
they have to relate something to some other thing in their life. Really childhood is the age of

innocence.
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Love with First MODEL — Vijayashree

The sun right at the top of my head, | was drained
with the heavy camera in my palms. Sometimes the
camera hanging down my shoulders | was dropping
to the ground.

The only solace after a long walk, was a shade spot
under a tree (the above tree in the picture). | only
recollect my eyelids sticking to each other and me
drowning into a quick nap. Few minutes later, |
open my eyes and my vision was clouded with only
the leaves & the branches of the tree. A serene
smile on my lips and | began rubbing my eyes,
realizing that | had slipped into a nap. While rubbing
my eyes fragilely, my eyes caught two parakeets
camouflaged in the above green sea. | woke up
creating such a jerk, that | scared one of the
parakeet, and poor guy, it had to just fly.

| sunk into a dilemmal! Firstly, by then | had realized birds move in a jiff. So, the shutter of
the camera and my eyes had to work at the same speed. If | miss a shot, it is gone forever,
and there is never a comeback. And that’s the reason, my body was tuned to create that
jerk, with utter selfishness to capture the shot. But, at the same time, by then | had also
realized that birds are hypersensitive to even dead-slow movements. Even a ball-pin
movement, is enough to displace the bird’s place. And | had to be careful with my
movements each & every second. So, as shared, there is never a comeback, the above
parakeet flew and | knew | missed my shot.

| observed the other parakeet glued to its branch, and definitely this caught my attention.
Learning to become a fast learner, | was trying to be sensible to not display any act of foolish
this time, as | didn’t want to afford losing this ‘Lady’ (My model) as well.

So, my only job at hand right now, was to stay still, behave like a rock, display my act of
kindness, as in, | had to gain trust of My Lady, that | am not harmful. Therefore, | had to
build a rapport by staying calm.

Mission at Hand — “Five minutes of keen observation, with a single goal ‘to gain the trust of
my Lady’!

That five minutes of conversation, between the Lady & myself, began-

She began talking to me, “Welcome to my palace. You are safe here! Yes, you scared my
friend, but you are safe here! | am here to watch, what exactly you are up to? As | have seen
enough of your human endeavors through my life, at least till date! | am here to see what




new are you up to? Come on, go ahead, | have all the time to watch you, please entertain
me!

Why are you quiet? Are you trying to impress me! Are you a traitor in disguise? | have been
fooled multiple times by your friends. | do not mind falling into the trap again! It has
become a habit for us. As the world only belongs to you, and none of us. All my playmates,
my cousins, my family have lost our home, to make space for your houses. Go ahead! Speak
up snatchers!

You are here to capture me! Shoot me! Why wait? | wouldn’t disappoint you by flying away.
This is my branch, my only leftover place. | am here to entertain you as well, as we are all
aliens and this planet only belongs to you.

Go ahead! The pain of ‘homeless’, can never be empathized by you humans. Because, we so
called Living beings have compromised our place to make space for you.

Now, you are at my doorstep, my palace, | would never ill-treat my guest. Tell me! How can |
help you?”

I, the shameless creature, took my camera out, as rightly said by the Lady, | shot her,
captured her.

Introducing you all, ‘My First Model’-

‘Here she is, the ‘Bold & Beautiful’, the epitome of
generosity, comrade of all the living beings of the
planet, ironic beauty of righteousness’.

My Lady taught me ‘the art of photography for the
beginners’ by allowing me to capture her at her
doorstep. She taught me the cruel intention of self-
gratifying behavior of humans. She taught me the
purpose of capturing her in my camera.
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Reminiscences of my Fellowship  -Rajesh S Mahantmath

was selected as a Fellow under our Azim Premji Foundation Fellowship Program 2014-

16. Prior to applying for the Program | had worked as a school teacher and a Lecturer for

more than nine years in different institutions. As a student and later as a teacher | had
read about different scientists and research scholars being awarded Fellowships. But, | was
not quite sure what a Fellowship Program is actually like. | had imagined it to be a very
serious and rigorous academic program. | looked up to the meaning of the term ‘Fellowship’
in the dictionary. Some of the meanings were ‘friendship’, ‘companionship’ and
‘partnership’. | wondered what the Program would indeed be like.

During our induction program we were given an in depth introduction about the vision and
mission of the Foundation and the work being done by it in different locations across India.
The Program took me to places and introduced me to wonderful people | had never ever
imagined of before. | was fortunate to have Udaya Bekal as my mentor and Rachana, Vikas
and Syed as my co-fellows. | enjoy a great rapport with all of them and we enjoy a lot when
we meet each other during official meetings.

Having worked in private organizations for a long time | had developed certain prejudices
about people in government sector especially educational institutions. At many places and
on many occasions | found my prejudices seemed to be true. At many more other places
and occasions | found examples contradicting my prejudices. | met teachers and
functionaries doing really good work. People like Ravindra Guttedar, HM of GLPS Devikal
Tanda in Kalagi, Kalaburgi, B S Kalagi, Science teacher at HPS Gonal, Basavana Bagewadi,
Mallappa and Yousuf, Science teachers | met at Hallikheda B, Bidar, Mr. Sindoor, Principal,
DIET Vijayapur and many others. | realized that there are a lot of people working in our
public education system who go out of their way to put in efforts to improve our education
system. | am happy to say that even today | come across such people who give us hope that
we will see a better education system for our children.

| feel privileged to have been selected for the Fellowship Program. It has given me an
opportunity to work with illustrious colleagues. | am grateful to all my mentors — Thara,
Umashanker Periodi, Rudresh, Udaya ... for their continuous guidance and support. | have
acquired many good friends in this journey. During my stint as a Fellow | had to experience
some devastating setbacks in my life on the personal front. | am indebted to all my friends
and elders in the Foundation for boosting my morale, supporting me, helping me and giving
me valuable guidance to cope up with those situations. Without their constant support and
encouragement | may not have been able to complete the Fellowship.

In fact, personally | always wished if | could remain a Fellow for a longer time. It offers us an
opportunity to understand our education system, to understand people, to understand their
problems and challenges and to introspect ourselves. | feel the Fellowship Program is a
wonderful crucible to prepare new members to contribute effectively in their chosen roles. |
will always cherish my memories of the Fellowship Program.
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If you feel that | am just an abstract designed by xylem and parenchyma...so am I;
If you feel that | am just a play of different colours ...So am I;

If you feel | am the Human constituted by numerous cells .....So am [;

If you feel 1 am a soul hidden by mere complexities...So am I;

And If u feel I am the Paramatma constituted by numerous Atmas ....So am [;
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EXPLORING THE VOICES UNHEARD

% ATALKIES

KRITHI Koppal
TEAM FA-TALKIES
1 | Raghavendra.BT | raghavendra.bt@azimpremjifoundation.org 9036463505
2 | Santosh D santoshkumar.diksangi@azimpremijifoundation.org | 9019679673
3 | Lohitha HN lohitha.n@azimpremijifoundation.org 9008936789
4 | Vijayashree vijayashree.ps@azimpremijifoundation.org 8861893311
5 | Chitra P chithra.p@azimpremijifoundation.org 7899908166
6 | Shivakumar CS shivakumara.cs@azimpremijifoundation.org 9019396224
7 | Manjunatha A.R | manjunatha.ar@azimpremiifoundation.org 8123057135

Preethi Ponnappa-preethi.ponnappa@azimpremjifoundation.org-9686993822
Chikkaveeresha S V -chikkaveeresha.v@azimpremjifoundation.org-9538974990
Avinash D-avinash.d@azimpremjifoundation.org- 9632263626

Rajani Bhat-rajani.bhat@azimpremjifoundation.org- 9900974124

Krithi Sathish-krithi.sathish@azimpremjifoundation.org- 9620433625

Sunil Pawar-sunil.pawar@azimpremjifoundation.org- 9738036785

Hareesha S D-hareesha.sd@azimpremjifoundation.org- 9945708368
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