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The legitimate place of theatre studies (and all of the 

arts) can be appreciated only if we adopt a vision of 

societal development in which the galloping pursuit of 

economic development is not at the expense of 

cultural development - a sad state in many post-

colonial “developing” countries, including India.

The Whole Over the Parts

Finally, we need to constantly seek the dividing lines 

between the responsibility of identifying societal 

needs and the responsibility of serving them. While the 

given political system may be acceptable for the latter 

responsibility, perhaps with more vigorous checks and 

balances, we need to ask if the former is served 

satisfactorily. The question of language appears too 

serious and too fundamental a matter to be left to 

language champions.  

Political leadership, in any land, is rarely endowed with 

a sense of history. On the contrary, the calculation of 

short term gains invariably leaves wounds and scars on 

the societal body, with serious consequences long after 

the leaders have departed. In short, the politician-leader 

can be expected to act on a fleeting, opportunistic, 

sentiment-based idea, inflicting it on the people 

concerned, remaining  unaccountable to anybody for 

the grave and far reaching consequences afterwards.
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Curiosity is a naturally inherent and an 

evolving trait in all animal species 

amplified at its best in human beings. The 

innate drive in human beings “to know” 

leaves a residue in the brain (i.e., knowledge). Such 

knowledge can either be definitive (e.g. a categorical 

answer) or learning  i.e., despite one's curiosity one 

can't always arrive at a satisfying answer, which in itself 

is learning. The fruits of such curiosity are at times 

deployed for the consequential benefits it confers on  

humanity atlarge, as typified in scientific inventions 

and discoveries. Regardless of the consequences, “to 

know” is an act of mind aimed at satisfying its urge of 

curiosity. Hence, curiosity, in addition to being an 

innate human activity ought to be nurtured primarily 

for its own sake; and secondarily for its potential 

consequential benefits.

A newborn child comes into this world devoid of

any knowledge and understanding of things, people 

and events. But it comes gifted with curiosity, which it 

uses as a propellant to “learn” in order to satisfy its 

own curious urge. In thus satisfying its curious urge, the 

child “learns.” However, as the newborn grows, the 

primary sustenance of its curiosity is expected

from its caretakers, parents, custodians, family

elders, etc.  who provide the initial scaffolding for

a child to both satisfy and sustain its curiosity. They

do so typically by aiding the child to express, associate 

and be heard through language constructs. As a

child grows and feeds its nerve cells with more 

associations, words, and sentences, its innate

curiosity will clamor for even more learning, akin to a 

teething child that wants to eat and taste anything it 

can lay its hands on. 

One could equally argue that language is not 

necessarily a scaffold but the first confinement of a 
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child's expression. Until children become familiar with 

expressing their wants and their feelings via linguistic 

constructs, they feel unfettered and grunt, moan, 

murmur, cry, scream, and blather. It is incumbent on 

the caretaker to decipher the child's needs, wants and 

feelings. Thus, devoid of linguistic confines, children 

express themselves in many different ways, which they 

make good use of, until they are “taught” letters and 

words, at which points, expressions are channeled and 

wants are formalized through language. However, 

realistically speaking, a world without a formally 

agreed linguistic and grammatical outlet can 

neither facilitate the nurturing of curiosity nor the 

expansion of knowledge, however constraining 

language might be.

Yet curiosity is a fleeting trait, for once something is 

“known” the curious urge is comparatively diminished, 

unless the residual knowledge itself springs the mind 

“to know more.”  Thus, nurturing curiosity involves not 

only providing answers but simultaneously sowing

the seeds of curiosity that would prompt more 

questions. Given the valuable-but-diminishing nature 

of curiosity, it is incumbent on societies to nurture

and sustain curiosity in children to facilitate and 

encourage learning. 

Sadly, though, our innate curiosity is neither welcomed 
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nor nurtured in the prevailing educational system 

where children learn because they have to learn. Such 

a circular logic of learning has caused the de-

generation of the educational process into 

accumulating the irrelevant. The genuine irony here is 

that for an inherently curious species like us, our 

curricula packs young brains with content that is 

divorced from the innate curious selves, and the 

“lessons” taught in schools are sporadically geared 

towards securing a job and a livelihood. Yet most 

'learning' and the resultant 'knowledge' neither arouse 

our curiosity to know more nor is it deployed in the 

ordinary course of our life? (e.g. how often does an 

educated person utilize the concepts of integrals in 

his/her daily lives?). That is contemporary education: 

standing as a socially sanctioned and structured 

process to stuff our brains with irrelevant material and 

expunge those approximately in examinations, a 

process for which we get rewarded, graded, certified 

and ranked in our schools.

We ought to discard such spurious logic (“we need to 

learn because we need to learn”) and question as to 

why the orientation of education should be centered on 

accumulating facts, definitions, principles, phrases, 

theories and axioms, all in the name of “learning.” The 

downside of an indoctrinated education in children 

such as it is today is an utter lack of interest to learn, 

and its consequent outcomes in the form of 

accumulating the irrelevant, squandering the 

resources of society and a perceptible discontent with 

the overall educational scheme.

The focus of education ought to be channeled to 

“learn” by asking and thence knowing. For that is how 

we can align our curious selves to know and learn. Our 

innate inclination to ask questions ought to be 

channeled through language: the emphasis on teaching 

language should be seen as the best way to facilitate 

children to ask and, consequentially, to know. In

doing so, language will not only serve as a scaffold

to communicate one's expressions to  society at large 

but also to realize one's own sense of wonderment 

within one's self.
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An Introduction
I don't know politics but I know the names

Of those in power, and can repeat them like

Days of week, or names of months, beginning with Nehru.

I am Indian, very brown, born in Malabar,

I speak three languages, write in

Two, dream in one.

Don't write in English, they said, English is

Not your mother-tongue. Why not leave

Me alone, critics, friends, visiting cousins,

Every one of you? Why not let me speak in

Any language I like? The language I speak,

Becomes mine, its distortions, its queernesses

All mine, mine alone.

It is half English, half Indian, funny perhaps, but it is honest,

It is as human as I am human, don't

You see? It voices my joys, my longings, my

Hopes, and it is useful to me as cawing

Is to crows or roaring to the lions, it

Is human speech, the speech of the mind that is

Here and not there, a mind that sees and hears and

Is aware. Not the deaf, blind speech

Of trees in storm or of monsoon clouds or of rain or the

Incoherent mutterings of the blazing

Funeral pyre. 

The above is an excerpt from the poem, “An Introduction”,  written by Kamala Das. 

Source: http://lit205a.blogspot.com/2007/11/introduction-by-kamala-das.html

“Curiosity killed the cat” is a bromidic sermon we often 

hear but are never told why. Next time we should be 

curious and ask, “How?”
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