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1. Childhoodreading

- Rajesh S Mahantmath

When | was a child, perhaps, when | had just finished my kindergarten schooling my father would narrate
short stories at bed time. After some time, he started the practice of sitting w ith me with some book in his
hand and reading slowly and explaining me the stories. | still remember, that in those days he would read
the stories from the Ramayana and Mahabharata. Though | did not fully understand those stories at that
tender age, the manner in which he narrated the stories stimulated my interest and provoked me to ask:
“....what happened next?”

A couple of years later when | started 4t -‘\
reading independently, my father v
would bring me monthly issues of
children’s magazines such as the Amar
Chitra Katha or Champak or

Chandamama. He encouraged me not

just to read these magazines
independently but also asked me to
narrate the stories to him. | still
treasure the now old and tattered
issues of these magazines in my
collection of books as some of my
cherished memories of childhood
reading are associated with them.
When | entered primary school, my
father brought me an Oxford English
Dictionary and suggested that |
attempt to find the meanings of the
difficult words that | come across during my reading and try to understand the context in which these words
were used. In this way | gradually started to seriously read children’s magazines, newspapers, story books
and almost anything that was available to me regardless of whether | understood it or not. To this day, | am
indebted to my father for igniting in me aninterest for reading. Whatever English that | know | owe it to my
father.

From fifth standard onwards till | completed my matriculation, | studied at the Modern English High School
in an industrial township named Ambernath on the outskirts of Mumbai. Though it was a small school, the
Head Mistress Mrs. June Tadke made it a point to stuff a cupboard exclusively with books for children. There
were stories from the Arabian Nights, Aesop’s fables, Jataka tales, Panchatantra, Hitopadesha, novels by
Englishwriters such as Charles Dickens, H Rider Haggard, Shakespeare, Mark Twain, Jane Austen, Jules Verne,
Agatha Christie and others. There were short biographies of great leaders and scientists. There were quiz
books. There were old sports magazines donated by teachers and there were books on puzzles. Once in every
week all the children were allowed to borrow a maximum of two books which they were supposed to return
within fifteen days. This small school library contributed a big way in promoting our interest in reading,
improving our vocabulary and providing us healthy entertainment during the weekends. We children used
to often discuss what we read and suggest each other different books.



Many great authors have produced wonderful literature for children. | particularly liked Charles Dickens’
Oliver Twist and Mark Twain’s Adventures of Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn. Though, later in High School
| progressed to read plays by Shakespeare and George Bernard Shaw and now I like to read serious non-
fiction books, | must confess that | still read children’s literature during leisure time. Good children’s books
help to instill good moral values, stimulate the imagination, promote good reading habits and help to
improve the language abilities slowly and gradually. One must remember that good language abilities not
just help in developing good communication skills but are also vital to effectively learn and understand other
subjects. Thus reading good literature in childhood lays the foundation for effective learning in later life.
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2. Revisiting Panje
- Peri

Panje Mangesh Rao is considered to be
the father of Kannada short story andl a
pioneer in children’s literature. Though
his short stories and his materials for
children are freely available today,
hardly anywhere will we find his
concepts, thoughts and reflections on
children’s literature. Itwasin 1935 that
Panje Mangesh Rao gave a speech in
Hyderabad on children’s literature. We
are told that this speech had a great
impact on the writers and lay men equally in those times. He made powerful speech which has been summed
up in8 statements on children’s literature. These statements are considered landmark in children’s literature
in Kannada. Let us look at the statements he made on children’s literature 8 decades back.

The writings, stories or songs written for children should belong to the world of the children .. . . It should
be from their known reality and children should be able to grasp it through their senses.

Panje who came from a family which due to his father’s untimely death had a lot of hardships to face. His
mother nurtured his talent right from his very young days. He used to recite poems in Kannada and his
mother tongue Konkani. This statement he makes is very profound. It speaks of the children’s world which
is a revolutionary deviant from the mainstream thoughts of those days which was looking at children as a
dwarf adult, a mini adult. The entire thing depends on how you see the child. Do you only see a child as a
mini adult? Then, everything about the child becomes incomplete and immature. The entire effort of this
mankind is towards making the child- ADULT! Teaching him How to be an adult. Panje clearly saw child as
an individual and could clearly see that the child is not a ‘miniature adult’, but a child is complete by itself.
From this comes the thought that child is an independent and complete individual and growing. And they
have a world of their own. And Panje rightly appeals to the writers of his times to look at a child as an
individual different and unique. A very revolutionary idea for that time.

There should be a lot of wonder in children’s literature. The wonder in the children’s literature will not only
trigger imagination in them but also motivate them to imagine.

Panje has truly understood the children’s world. Hence, he says there should be a lot of wonder in children’s
literature. Children enjoy and like Wonder, Adventure and Magic. Today with a lot of research in the area of
children’s literature we can safely conclude that across the globe children like adventure, wonder and magic.
The films and dramas for children which have been successful across the world today, has this element very
beautifully intervened into the story. They do take these things very seriously. His concepts were very clear.
He says it will motivate, trigger their imagination. He gave a lot of importance to developing imaginationin
children.

There should not be any propagation of religion or values through children literature. It should not appear
that a story or song is written to drive home only the values.



It is in this statement that Panje stands completely far above the rest of the crowd. Not only the writers of
his time but, even today! He was a learned man and far ahead of the others.
It is not easy to come to this understanding which today after a lot of
experience, research and evidence we are struggling. We have found this
thought to be very profound. He knew it is a futile exercise. He knew that
values are caught not taught. He had seen the futility of sugar coating the
bitter pill of religion and values with attractive songs and stories. We know
today through experiments that children suck the sugar coating and spit out
the bitter pill. Panje has understood this very clearly and his objectives of
children’s literature was to cater to the curiosity, imagination, desire to learn,
experiment and explore in children.

The language used in the children’s literature should be simple. The words used at home should be used in
the children’s literature. We should avoid long sentences and use short sentences for them to understand.

It is better to have dialogues more than narration in children’s literature.

Children like to repeat. Hence, it is better to use repetitions which will also help them to acquaint with the
language.

Panje initially taught in school and later was an inspector in the education department. His pedagogic
principles were very clear and profound. These statement emits from his in-depth knowledge of children
and what they like and enjoy. The hold of this person on this domain is so great that he can come with very
simple things like make the sentences short. The language should be simple and of their usage. Use different
forms like dialogues, He has not only said these things but, his songs for children has all these things in
abundance. Yes repetitions children like. But, not the imitation, it is repeating and with child’s understanding
and contribution. This repetition is different than just aping or imitating.

There should not be any space for vulgarity and things that make children uncomfortable in children’s
literature.

Children’s books should be beautiful, neatly printed with big fonts and full of colorful illustrations.

How should the printing of the children’s books be? Panje has thought of this with considerable clarity. He
wants children’s literature to be clean without any space for vulgarity and things that make children feel bad.
He has thought of minute things like font size, which he says needs to be big which makes it easier for children
to read. He speaks of making the books attractive by using a lot of illustrations and making the book colorful.

The contradiction in our society is that, we have produced abundance of commercial materials for children-
variety of baby soaps, plenty of dresses, a full range of baby products and marketed them well. But, the
area providing food for thought, materials to trigger imagination of children, we are doing very badly. We
have hardly done anything to be proud of and say how rich our culture is. We have not invested enough in
our children’s literature. Even today we produce very bad text books. Bad and dirty printing with very less
illustrations and devoid of color, when these points have been said openly and documented 80 years back.
Even if we take few advices of Panje we can produce excellent materials for children. All these summed up
points make a very valuable guide for a good children’s literature. For that matter an officer under the British
rule to think of these modern, revolutionary and valuable points 8 decades back is something commendable.
| salute this great man from Bantwal, who is truly the father of children’s literature.
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11.How Small Am|

- Ramkrishan Bhat

How small am |

How feeble and helpless

And knowing it

And probing it through the struggles

| gained my knowledge of the world
around

Through Ah! My own self,

My love.

Thanks to my worthless self

Only it has made me humane

Taken me out of my ego prompted abysmal blunders, falls
And love everything living and not living

And the life in the non-living

Leading me to learning everything out of my failures.

The squirrel, the small of the lives be me
Another of the squirrels

Running on in the farming

Sowing and reaping and farming my earth and mind for life
And holding me, and partnering me,

How happily we run we stay we chase and mate
| am your child, squirrel, my earthy wife,
Wishing to rest on your folds

Wishing to smell the living sweat of your labor
Protecting and providing the emotions to live,
How so ever small | am, put me high on spirit.
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