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May Day Missing

It disturbed me that on 1% of May | could not find a single article on May Day in either The Hindu or
Prajavani, the two dailies | read. | started searching in other papers and magazines. It was surprising to
see that very little had been covered as article or news in other magazines too. Even the left oriented
papers carried only lip sympathy materials. It was such an important day and why this silence and why
this avoidance! The papers behaved as if this day had no special significance. They under played it so much
that not even a whisper was heard in the midst of all the chaos and nonsense that are numbing us.

May Day is Workers’ Day, International Labor Day. It
was celebrated to mark victory of years of fight
against exploitation of the workers. It was the fight
against the unjust salary payment, pathetic working
conditions and unfair work hours. The demand was
to reduce the working day to 8 hours. The capitalist
factory owners were opposing it adamantly using
against all their might and force. The fight was
between the unequal. The mighty capitalists were on
one side and the workers on the other. The workers
were having nothing with them to fight but their
determined spirit to end the injustice.

The struggle for justice and dignity started long back
by the famous Roman slave rebel Spartacus. But the
present May Day celebration got its significance as a
mark of struggling labors in modern world after the
Haymarket affair in Chicago in 1886. It was a fight to
end the long working hours to 8 hours. Hence 8 hours
became a prominent slogan of the international
working community. In India the first of the May Day
celebrations was organized by Labor Kisan Party of Hindusthan in Madras presidency in 1923. One on
Tripline beach and another on the beach opposite Madras/Chennai High Court. It was said that the first
of the red flags in India, the symbol of workers unity, was being used on that occassion.

The globalized multinational market has changed the scene across the world. Not that the exploitation
has come down, nor the injustice has decreased. In fact all the studies do prove that the exploitation of
the workers and the poor have increased and its means are more sophisticated and subtle. The injustice
today is all pervading. It has rendered workers completely voiceless and powerless. Even the workers do
not see the meaning and strength of coming together and fighting for their rights. The unionization is
completely missing exposing the workers to exploitation and making them more vulnerable. The workers
do not see any way or hope to better the conditions since the all-powerful owners have become more
powerful and violent. The rulers and owners have successfully erased the workers consciousness from
the peoples’ mind. This makes workers and people numb and alienated. This is done very powerfully and



creatively with the help of the media. This time the silence on ‘May Day’ proves that all the forces are
working together towards creating a state of being in which workers consciousness is completely erased.
They are neutralized and rendered powerless and hopeless. Hence, no discussion, no articles, no images,
no films, no rallies, no meetings, no get together, nothing which would bring workers together and make
them feel one!

Suicide is the last resort when you lose hope. Lose hope in everything, yourself and other human beings.
Farmers are attempting suicide. No strikes, no picketing, no demands put forth, no negotiations. This is a
very sorry state of affairs for the working class. The only hope is the small struggles the most exploited
people have started by themselves. The recent Garment Factory Working Women'’s strike is a case to
watch, study and understand. For that matter a struggle to win needs a very systematic, consistent and
methodological approach which has room for responses and adhoc activities. But, the long term design
and the vision has to be very clear
and the leadership has to be highly
committed with lived values.
There is a dearth of such good
leaders.

In this situation what do we do?

injustice could be put to an end.
We need to come together, build
small units and groups and start
thinking of the betterment of
others. Thinking how to make this
place more humane for us and
others. We need to start reaching out to others. Build relationship on trust and see that there is no sense
in living alone. We have to travel together not only to reach the goal but also to make the travel
meaningful, comfortable and enjoyable. Coming and working together is the only hope! INQULAB
ZINDABAD!

We need to develop hope and VET ‘\'fi'
share that hope. It is the hope of a *'m ,'? y
il ‘1»’1% =

better world. Hope that the ? "

(INQULAB ZINDABAD or Long Live the Revolution was first shouted by the revolutionary fighter Bhagat
Singh in 1929 after bombing the Central Assembly in Delhi.)




R, WeTIT RR2Fod BS

QOT TF DTINTVFILE WTF PO FoT WITE. 2,00 HeT VBW YQNTT T 8
PRNOD et ¥TETIY. I3, I dc;séﬁ DR TOTH. WD 20w z%déaﬁsd BN, PIT
33, UV Q00N DY WETTVANYMP SO, STYT. YAT JEWWVOTT VTN BIT V0TI
20T L,BHVTTHOT BOT WOWOS.  BIW 03POT VI 0T AN, WWTAZY WITs T,
DRWETWITYRE? WBFE I, ToOW.  WB[WD 20D JT/YPNZTR OIROOTLR  IZTW), WONAT
TRV Te,  WIY DWW DFER QOW IWNIRITWIT[E 7 STE 9 woW DX DT.
VTBEIOTT WBWD TETINA0TOR Beedodpe VORGSR DINTOT LONTL.  BTY WO T Y
2,000 T TRSF MRS ITNIRORT.  OBY HRIONIW), WIT IO, ToCL WI WRCTVTWON
BIATW.  STT DWFW OIRTTOIT QBW AOAT AOLONWD BATY.

POBITNR AR IYOZ IR IRT IF, VNI DROYE YT, “WIode IpTY WIS
TOOR0NE BRTO MHT” HWBOZ 3T, TooWODE IIN BRTO M. TG OI oG B[ONA T BOJN
200N YBVW [T, TCNE0H TOTAYR, IIN VPFMB 068 DT FFOD TRITY TePIRWET L.
QY VIREW VTP AT D Bedde e BWeI0TT WIW 103 STRIODTR, TRT  TOR
BRAY.  ABVE FOWOT T 30T P ITRICNY Do BIVN LIWTOIH FO[E DTHFNY
oRTY AWET.

D IT, BeITT WD DY QROPNYIR, BRTW ARY WY TOWERNIS. ©n TF, DT,
MO AHTZ. B, BeDIS I ALY

BRT® QYIPC. TP ARCZN IIR 656623 2 o “qaf;; /q:—{j) -
QETTY, SHOTON AOIT TBEWT, ATJLe Vo AN ” ,¢4 “\-af_,,(;{_*‘f,‘ ’”T?n !
38h s wdbde Zed wow g | L0 AL 3 2 ML G2 S e
YVOLRTION IIN LTVFR, VESAT DeSODZ, " }j‘flj . ot 5;8;/ :“4_“\1 E P \((—;”"5)
3RCORBRUTH VXYW,  ARIR woTe R /\\// T e
OTeFOTT T T, PN eSO S \//o s 7_ {6%
TORTPBOOT TWT L3OV ol vgj );/ ; »&J
TW CIPTINR DT 3L O L %) e
Bow [RAY.  GEIien LoRSR0M ;ﬁ/)ﬂ’g o=k pe s
303TY BRBNHT]Y.  WTRBOBA WA ‘ C\:/)ﬁi e A R

TRBDI, 28 BRTOINFD, IO Y

30T SRWPT. IR, DION  FOTREF IVFTH BRE QwY Dedode ¥l IIR aBYY
VHFOTOTT 2,000 THOH0TBT VW CSRBJENR AW IOV MWFIY DOT TeYY.  CIPYTIe
BOATHHEAR O TPBWE D0WOTT FIwFTF IBRRTHONT), BRODTIZYD. onde 3T,
BeBIT ARSFOD Y. ABYYT I, wTdde AY.

85 30T TONONT DINITHOD OVWZ, (¢ 33¢ OHOT) TBROVT.  VOTH IOTLFTY IIN
IR B3 DIVOWTOIT ®nen SIRIN 33203 SN 00N “TOONONT DTRWTHOD BDLTOTODND”.



- ODe3d DIT.8 w&ried

Jedrt 88 Dadod I3

Ldeledor wdabaledow ¥oBohdNe

B, eVB0NY DPSedbe)

Zod, 3880 o8 BIBINY BO0SoDSAL
DI TeB-2wedb@mednY JodbSedbe)
IS, de, ¥ GVHRADINY

B, Bod, JIBNY IIQ

3ednt 82 wew Do II

®3,00038 TR, BCBWOZ DeITORDI
B3 B3 DRI, IT IV LB
Jed3Be IJrt Jne, sunive IJIN o8
senvan T 300, s0WdnE SO
B0B-3o0bodh B ~o Ledeed
Bedriodh AabBDRYRY o BRT SYwed.
308 B@od I Fed, TB-BZNY 9
Seedded

23690, B3,00nY rhod) IJr Jed

3 THoAID Jo Do HPSedD

Moabs &3, sz:i-moas%&s edeesdd
3edrt 8 Dadord I3




- WBES® 7.

gefody 2.0TH TTI

Se 0T mosy) 0dERNLR WIBRRTRF, TO0INE T we) ©8Y. wTTwRg Wedriod Tl s30F,¥es
V0,0 200 0ed0d BFFST) Q0oL B, TOWNTWY Ted  e8lez0Ead BT, 3303033
BTN, I, BOTToN0NTY, 3B, ToFER0B STYSW T, VWATTP, Fweewm, Rewm, 908 DY
ERIT <owd B, ©uT8 #HeI T0ST  WoEnve Tes, GSEn Soddomn BTWET =0T,
SoPET T Tedrie. DA ¥ HFT 9S00 T TW,DY, BT BTPYTE 20T TTIERNBY,
83003,

B0 ) BOBONT 2,000 0303000 FeAdrd TR TG BeFwn o 8. ©ET TIT PETP. Bt
BoeS TePW DY DWONTFR BIIT ©T,00T0E,T Y. @[T S Tos 3T, &S 3TNS BOeF, BHA
BRTO  TEEoNd  errBosed DT
BONS8 TR BO3RORNE.  0TOR
BT OT 2Oy wTOTwR ©IT Wil w0k
©2)508 030DB,, eI 0T 308, IS
BUTe BT JeoITDY TRODT. W&
TTE BB TRITH 0T BRI
F800TY BT SRS BB
au&)&cﬁo. VRS JIOY JOTO. &,oéSod&)ﬁdo
W[V, BT BW, &,eHTTDY,N 3T0R TR0
PQO0R FOWONBPRAT. wde T VTS,
YV TOBONT BTWSY, WET JBID
TEeT. W[ B, wWEY ©F 5dd
Beerod 8O, 00308300 #Jacgo@_pz:é
TeoeIDY,  WFATAT),TY, 00300 BesT
OB T, FED® BT T/R, I,
BFo0meN  Podd  PQYTRBT T BN
fado&_pda.

AT 8 2T dzé’odoe?ﬂ 530,
TEeTT BTN, e WEY @ES 0P
WY T JWLBDY, TOT BB, VBP0 &
amamcz BoFBID VR ©BIT  Fevom 83T Y0, &&50(?va ﬁ"ua@a’o@_pa’a%fo, PRI Yo eaazaooﬁo?
DVIB), STWTR W30 TEO D30 0330070 2TeTODTR RETWOT/ITY  I0TIOTROTBO &’omémci. e33R0
mgﬁ’, QAL BLREH dzﬁodo@oﬁz 2030 5’@9’0533@_“(;23. ¢330 w“’am"’éoi@owo PR T aaa"odoe?ﬁ 200830
©TeS03 #000 B T @SS BOV0NG  FoemeNBy, 0T00ETY WET aaﬁn zSox%soaﬁdch (LIn]e]
PSS ©©t B0 8980IY . @) TBNTE WBIN BRBWET JTNT w1 30870 WBEIe
¥09Q .

Berfodoe BVTPO TN 2839, TFOFT BB, FRIPT TSTT ©F, Teoe3DY VB WeFOMNOT SATNFDY
BO TePTF0. T BHTTROB TR FoFST Tow HWIOT TS BT FoFT wETDY, Sweed
maiééa&iﬁua%;oo OR,00 0BT TRE. TS TRE WBST BRI TRED 03, ©ET WBDY TEOIT
0TS 0T @ETTY, HRWOTROT 2.0T¢ TS BRBWODL) TpTOYAIWD. FE® 7 DT, Qo
TB0P0 BS0ND, BeRWOR FeFD [e,TrE. en @530 oW @30 Uy, 30800WY  FEWOFR0WO



WOTR. FHPE @ HDNET 0w BRIBY. eET BT WP W T WBT FRT FOBWY
BReDeT® TT T, oY T BReDETF 9PTIOTF.

FSIF 37 B0T,@Y, TOBRTO. BRDEI! TR T3, 0T0P B0 1DTAE? OF 0BT T? Ty 300053
B BB,0R.

WD BW, ST LBV, WO BReBRET ©O T BT IV VWITP), OWTHT To9T DRCITTI
©30 BT BSBHR TPET TIBT @TF B, I8eT. FIFR BT SeeET St mwd, $IT0F
BoB0ERONBY, & TOTILPET TOTLEI TR BB 8¥030meNs0,. @336\2{ VDRCRT 9TT VOB 0NRTY BT
23,0000 EYTOPAITR. FBF & ©F, ,5000 @I Teo 03T STHTROB DOT FTETL YTODAT.
o8 Sa’)c{dezfé’é TEO 8T WENTREHDIRTT RN WPITY, 08, &8N PL® o @.—oﬁd @Qﬁ 200330
BP0, FE,BTNT. ©BOY JeDe  TLNE, Tor @IWG,T. TRTDIEOR BRBTBT BT
BReDETT ATDY BRI JeRn® ©F TEDTHOB) BREVT,T. BHYWRRET wdyFee D0TR. $3T
BOT BTy, WOV, TROITROB) WBTeHT OWOTVE0T HWOATD. $T3 @ o), BB Le3®
S 3S0Y JF BT 9 Dornd T DTN, ©BAT BeLTRE,ONTERY, 1N B, DoTTYTe
[(Osfeniag m&ego, 00 WHTOY ®e, POTN BT, TRH TeFud B &wd eae% 03300 B3 ©ETV0I0TF,
07}, TOWNAT T Fewod, 0O .

8 BeedeIT 3008 O V0. FE) VeOV0T B0WTW TR NTITY, SwedT SWoS0IR T3 F0NE .
BBe BRBY B0 ¢FoReseT Do JPoETE, WOBT. BReDeIT 030s TBe @orTe Yvd B,
BIB SYTRRY, TePW. ©TT @ET SYSY, W TF,0d00de. F0FT,I8T TR ©IT ©F, S T
OToOPNY T NWTHD #oe?@cr?ad 02080, @.—9?:3#6 QU8 T AMVES a0 z:irao’&o’@e;ﬁ. wcé’cs’cs;eﬁocsde,
BT BSoNO @ FoFT  0deghTee  JOWPEETY  WFITROB  FEET  HoToRnd, W, 8000
SRWANNTDY, TE ST #[NRR VT JI8eIT WFTIT JRT. WTDTY ©STT WFITRET, WSIN
©ETY, OO VewIBY, TSN TR o WERY, BB, T .8WT PEH Sz 03ee DWW
89800y, owERrOR I BCRES YRI0F G JEOWRRD IJE. wEdomSe [T Bocow &
WT/OOPHT GPoody VBB, VW3 BIT TP BRIVNLOTSE VBT WTORVHONY, D0WIT) TSN, B3
QTW0H BReDeTT Toces TR 0D T0IT PHTY,.FRIT JWVNVR WBOEHTIFNT ToF® 03,
385 @ﬁd@e’m& DReDETTY 20, 60666&2) DWODT® 00RO

& [0AYTY  ODPARAT B PUS @SB &,%i,odo ToTIT e TOAB,. TRT, DODTR
dd?@dmddomdaﬁo‘{, O zar;; @m%%’mﬁd}@dm& OB, Tortodoe eV &30 c_i?&@&vgdﬁ)& mg
BRIV, 30TV av@e;odo MﬁFdQ DBV, adm@wm‘i &R ?,Jaodraci FOBOE S0 aqz
WEFY PR YY), FHF D0 TYIT BIOBRODT I, To TOWNATHOTB & I, edr Tk

B PO un Sewy SoDWTOR, ITY, TR, DEOWS PFeSTI/Y, YN,




- Rajesh S Mahantmath

Remembering summer vacation...

Every year in the month of April after the school annual examinations got over, we were granted
a vacation which lasted for about two months. | can recall the memories of my childhood summer
vacations as far back as when | was perhaps in the third or fourth standard. Like other children
of my age, | would always be looking forward to the summer vacation to escape the monotony
of attending school every morning and having to complete homework every day.

Almost every year during summer | got to visit my mother’s maternal home in Basarkod village
in Muddebihal block of Vijayapur district. | vividly remember my visits to my maternal
grandfather’s fields. Thanks to the availability of water in the ancient well, he was able to
cultivate vegetables even in summer. The water from the well was drawn in a big vessel with the
help of a pair of bullocks and then fed in to the small stone canal. One of my maternal uncles
would divert the water to small beds of vegetables.

There was a huge tamarind tree on one corner of the field. My youngest maternal uncle would
climb the tree and skillfully collect honey from the bee-hives in the tree. In the afternoon, we
would have lunch under the neem
tree. | enjoyed eating ‘jolada rotti’
with honey. We would then have
a brief siesta till the sun became
less severe and people resumed
their work in the fields. As a child,
| would curiously collect different
types of wild flowers, leaves and
even pebbles and shells and play
with my younger sister.

Invariably, during the months of ;
April or May, a grand fair used to 9 d g

be held in the vicinity of the | RN 4

temple for two to three days. It

was an occasion for one and all in the village to take a break from their work and participate in
the ceremonial procession of the presiding deity (Pawaada Basaveshwara) and pull the chariot.
There used to be a number of temporary stalls along both the sides of the main road - selling
sweetmeats, coconuts, sugarcanes, cutlery, agricultural tools and accessories, pottery, clothes,
footwear, cosmetics etc. In the ground behind the temple, there would be cock-fights, acrobatic
shows, wrestling tournaments and other entertainment activities. It was a thrilling experience to
watch the local youth wrestling with each other in the mud pitch specially made for the purpose.




In the night, artists from local drama companies would present dramas. All this was a different
experience for me who spent most of the year in a town in suburban Mumbai.

I have had the opportunity to visit my native place many times during vacations. And almost every
time it has been a different experience. These occasional visits to our native place during
vacations helped me to observe village life, understand the local language and bond with my
relatives and friends. As | grew older, | gradually understood the hardships and simplicity of
villagers and village life. | realized how villagers are closer to nature than city dwellers. | feel that
all of us should make it a point to visit our native villages at least once in a while and renew our
connection with our roots.
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- Ravindra Jain

Who am I?

In those days | was feeling like as I’'m very artificial (though | was not), | could not make an acumen
freely on socio-cultural- economic issues. | being in the society, people want to overawe my
thoughts though it is highly true to few likeminded species. If talk in favor of rights of LGPT (after
all being with transgender in a meet and understanding their lives of difficulties), they say ‘I think
you are a guy’. If | support the idea of reservation policy, they say that I’'m an anti-Brahmin.

True to this sensitivity, | have been to my native last week for my cousin’s marriage. By the way
of talking on current politics, | praised the present central government for giving non-corrupt
governance on prima facie, in a moment, they deemed me as an anti-Congressman. Day after a
marriage , we family decided to trek to Koodlu falls, on the way, in the midst of the conservation,
the matter of celebration of Tippu Jayanthi (though | objected the timing and urgency of the
govt. to announce the celebration ) in Karnataka, was crept in, obviously being read on valor of
Tippu and his brave struggle against British, | tried my best to convey them that the anti-Hindu
interpretation was made by then British Raj to undermine his glory and there is enough evidence
in Srirangapattana to prove that he was not an anti-Hindu during in his prime time
administration. But, they were petering my interpretation and called me as an anti-Hindu.
Sometimes, my own family members says that I’'m an anti-Jain as | condemn some worthless
rituals of my religion.

After reading and reviewing an article of a

national daily recently, | shared the excerpt N

of it to my friend (excerpt; present govt. is ~] |\ t o |
giving many corporate tax incentives which N |,
could have been generated and shifted TNy S \ | 4
toward social sector to rejuvenate the life of - \ - \— I/ /
weaker section like women, old age and . Sl ¥ /) 7 z e
children, was the summary), soon | have . S d - off ," _
been dubbed as a Leftist. e ;

N

Couple of years ago, | have been to theatre 5 \ / \ Sl
to watch the movie ‘PK’ in which Aamir Khan ' AN :
was in leading role, | shared my rating on the R \
film as an ‘excellent and should watch ‘ ‘
movie’ (movie was revolving around
superstitious dogma of the religions and specially on so called ‘godmen’) to cousin, and the
immediate response was again you are an anti-Hindu.

Though | have been fascinated by Karl Marx, his ideology and his interpretation of Society, and |
do support to the cause of labor right, | still think that India must bring FDI in letter and spirit to
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create employment opportunities in all the sectors, and | feel all the parties must juxtapose to
allow to create business-friendly environment by passing the GST bill for national interest. And |
lauded the strategy of foreign visit of our PM which brings thousands-lakh crores to India. By
listening this interpretation, many of my friends reinserted themselves by calling me as a pro-BJP
and Rightist.

When | was in Social Work degree, Prof. Kurian, my faculty, used to tell us that ‘don’t succumbed
to any ideology, study it by wearing an Objective Spectacles to the your eyes’ and then confirm
you stand in your coffer’. Very true and trying to follow the sentence (skeptic behavior sneaking
through here and there though). I’'m not an anti-Hindu, nor do a leftist and | don’t fall into any
‘ist’ category, and after joining the Foundation, trying to immerse in Social Science subject, all |
can say that I’'m trying to become a person who is a sovereignty in one’s life, socialistic ideals in
deeds, secular by heart, democratic in thoughts and republican by a citizenship, which is being
envisaged in our Preamble.
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