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1. Seeding a Question
Peri

| do not remember questioning anything in my childhood. Whatever | remember from my childhood is a few
situations where | would cry. Yes, as a child | used to often cry. My relatives also corroborate this fact. The
first time | consciously questioned was when | started working with Sunny, my English Professor in St.
Aloysius College. Initially it was a passing remark in one of the classes. He had said, “We do not question
anything. We take everything as it is. We take things for granted. Then he would say, “We, as human beings
have to question because we have the capability to question and we can and should question”.

This passing remark slowly started working inside my mind. | started thinking about a few things around me
and questioning some of the things there. That was the time | started reading Vivekananda which helped me
guestion the norms, the things we had to do in a certain way. This questioning did not stop there. It slowly
started invading into some of the things in my life. But, then it also made me very uncomfortable inside. |
started questioning some of the core elements.

It was the time when | got into the student
movement. The student union had left leanings. |
started reading Marks. The questing took a
different turn. The first causality was the Bhootha
worship. Now, the question was more vocal and
it moved from inside me to outside. Inside my
family and slowly into our clan. Now, my
guestioning made others in my family
uncomfortable. This was the difficult times. |
became very active and started articulating in
public some of these questions. This questioning N
Bhoota was not restricted to only Bhoota, it
slowly engulfed the GOD! | was questioning the
very existence of God.

It was this questioning that had pulled me into the land struggle. This question why whatever we grew with
our hard work had to be given to our landlord. | could not digest it. The land reforms act and the movement
to enact it fairly gave me the platform to ventilate my feelings and act. With my other friends | dived into
this movement, spoke to farmers, helped in building awareness and organize them. This continued and
organizing people and helping them to question the status quo and working to better it had been my work
and involvement for quite some time.

As you grow, your questions too grow. Larger questions of society, the processes, and the organizations crop
up and wear you out. It was Jeddu Krishnamurthy’s writings which made more sense. He questions
everything and there is a way to question. But, the most important thing in JK’s philosophy is that you start
guestioning yourself. Very logically you question your actions, your beliefs, your values and everything. You
see how everything is conditioned and you can see how difficult it is to question that conditioning.

A very crucial phase in my life was when my daughters started questioning me. They started questioning
some of the basics, my strong held ‘truths’ and ‘values’. They questioned the root of my facts and showed
me that there were other beliefs also based on some ‘truths’ constructed similar to mine own. A very
disturbing time. But, if we can take the questions and ponder over it we can see the truth in it smashing our
prejudices and stereotypes and paving a way towards a more real world.



| feel the most important of all the questions were the questions of Buddha. He finds answers to some of
the fundamental questions. He questions everything and leads us to question everything and helps us find
that ultimately there is nothing. It is this, here and now! In my journey of questioning, it did not stop at
guestioning the Bhoota, it later questioned the questioning of the Bhoota and led me to respect people and
their beliefs. That is how | started accepting Bhoota .That is how today | bow before God the almighty along
with others. Questioning myself consistently has led me to respect other human beings and their faiths.
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6. I am a debtor because I am a Farmer
B. Rama Devi

Farmer the backbone of the civilization and the son of the soil. Being from an agricultural family may be
advantageous to the larger society but as an individual it really deludes me. Toiling in the sun to reap the
harvest for the others but just make my ends meet. | work very hard in the field to make others eat well. |
get up early in the morning even before the cock’s crow, take the plough and the cattle and walk briskly
towards his field. | care for nothing whether it is winter, summer or rain. Under the sun’s scorching heat,
sweat rolling down the body, with the cold winter chilled mornings will toil all along the year only to increase
my debts. At noon, eat meagre food with my rough hands cleaned only to enjoy the sight of others having
enough food. | return home only at dusk and fall asleep due to my hard work but not of any comforts | barely
have. Despite such hard work and sacrifice, | still live amidst poverty.

When calamities destroy the crops, | am severely affected. | take loans with my land mortgaged and suffer
this wretched condition? Under unavoidable conditions | may default loan payment that too at the cost of
my land yet bankers chase me as police as though | killed someone, but it is me the farmer inside who is
killed or suicide. What is the use of only fields turning green? The lives of farmers must also turn green with
money. Only then can we accept it as a Green revolution. The farmer goes through much hardship and it is
the mill owners and the middlemen who prosper at the cost of the farmers debts.

It is just an eye wash thinking that rural India is shining and that too brightly, because all farmers live here
and do agriculture. A big NO as | the farmer had been slewed and no longer lives in villages, am migrating
hoping for better life and financial stability. | started living in cities and cramped towns just to be debt free
with not toiling much. A wide range of reasons, including low productivity of land, market failures, debts,



and uncertain weather, have led to the crisis of the farmers and these adverse conditions are swaying them
to migration and this is a serious humanitarian issue to be thought and solved by one and all.

Imagine what would happen if all farmers go on a strike 2
and reap crops only for their own usage. All of us would :

, e Y 8
be forced to go on a ‘hunger strike’. Let us all make our 4 / v
efforts to free the farmer from the debts, provide \
enough space to cultivate the ideas for greener
pastures. “Jai Kisan" it should not just remain only a
slogan. The farmer should be given his due regard and 2. %/
status. Every effort should be made to make him happy :_/<

\ K

and comfortable. His labor and sweat should not go
unrewarded. The farmer is the bread-earner and
should be treated accordingly. If he himself remains
hungry, ill and illiterate then how can others make
progress — a question for thought to all.
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8. What to sow....... And what not to?
Rajesh S Mahantmath

Agriculture is said to have originated more than 11000 years ago. Since then it has been one of the most
important means of producing and providing food to countless generations of humankind on this planet.
Even today it is the major occupation in our country contributing substantially to our national exchequer.
With the advancements in science and technology, agriculture has undergone dramatic transformation.

After the Green Revolution in the 1960s, due to the availability of high yield variety seeds, facility of irrigation
and provision of agrochemicals, the farmers were able to grow more quantity of crops per acre than in any
other time in history. But, this success was short-lived. Within a couple of decades increase in soil salinity,
pollution of water bodies, loss of bio-diversity, need for use of more agrochemicals to sustain yields etc.
started to surface as the inevitable side effects of the Green Revolution.



But, the craze for mechanized farming has continued to lure even small farmers. Due to the unpredictability
of the rains or scarcity of water, farmers are not able to obtain better yields in spite of using improved seeds.
Poor farmers in developing countries have fallen in to debt trap as a result of this. Nowadays, we regularly
read about an increasing number of debt-ridden farmers committing suicides. Paying monetary
compensation is neither a solace to their families nor a solution to the problem.

Rather than find temporary solutions, we should diagnose the root cause of the problem. Nowadays, due to
rise in demand for certain food crops and also due to the farmers’ own greed of earning more profit there is
increased focus on cultivating cash crops regardless of the suitability of soil or climatic conditions. To grow
such crops farmers borrow huge amounts to sink tube-wells or purchase seeds and implements.

This trend has changed the cropping
patterns all over the country. For
instance, many farmers in arid areas,
who used to cultivate cereals and
pulses have turned to investment
intensive and water intensive crops
such as sugarcane, plantains,
sunflower etc. If the monsoon fails
the farmers suffer heavy losses. The
prices of certain cereals, pulses and
vegetables which are our staple diet,
rise, and cause inconvenience to the
consumers and affect the economy.
All this can be avoided if our farmers
use discretion in selection of crops,
cropping methods and application of
agrochemicals. Better still, they can
also adopt water conservation
techniques and do organic farming
which will ensure both good yields
and conservation of bio-diversity.

Sowing and reaping are terms generally used in the context of agriculture, but, need not be strictly limited
to it. We sow through our thoughts and views, through our words and actions. We reap the fruits of our
deeds for which we alone are responsible and nobody else. Therefore, we should be careful in whatever we
speak, think or do. If we treat other individuals well, the goodwill is sure to increase manifold. If we work
hard enough today, we are sure to succeed sometime tomorrow. If we shirk from our duties today we may
have to repent tomorrow. It is our moral responsibility to instill good values such as honesty, forgiveness,
tolerance and selflessness in our children and youth for a peaceful world order. If we do well we will get
good. Remember what Mahatma Gandhi had said:

“Your beliefs become your thoughts, your thoughts become your words, your words become your actions,
your actions become your habits, your habits become your values, and your values become your destiny.”
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10. Seeding

A small girl...

Standing at the door of the head teacher’s room...
"Gori," said the Head teacher...

"Come in!"

Gori, silently walked in...

Kept her bag on the chair and took out her notebook...

She looked at the head teacher again in anticipation
without uttering a single word...

Her eyes, her expressions, her gestures said it all...
"Gori, may I draw a kite?" asked the Head Teacher.

Gori... nodded and handed over the note book to her head
teacher...

Head Teacher: Gori, "shall I make a kite (Patang)?" Gori,
"nodded.”

Head Teacher: Took a red pen and drew a big kite.
Gori kept, observing how the head teacher was making
that kite.

Further, she explained Gori, how she has to go about it.
She told her, first take the pencil in your hand and
superimpose the kite (illustration) and after that, look at
the illustration and draw on your own. After you are done
with your drawing, colour it.

Gori, was listening to the instructions very carefully!

After that, the head teacher, took out colours and asked
Gori to tell the name of that colour.

Gori, said "lal rang." Actually, yellow colour was wrapped
with a red wrapper. HT removed the wrapper and again
asked her, "what colour was that”, Gori again said, "lal
Rang".

Next, she asked Gori, "What is the colour of your pencil?”
Gori was silent.

Randeep Kaur




Okay, Gori, "tell me does your mother cook food?" Tumharee mummy khana bantee hai? Gori

again nodded. "Does she make vegetable?" "Kya who sabzee banatee hai?" again a nod, Okay,

"does she put haldi?" "Kya who haldee daltee hai?" Gori, again nodded. So, this colour is called

yellow, peela. Gori, repeated after her, yellow, peela. Now look at this, your pencil is of yellow

colour, this colour is also yellow and haldi is also of yellow colour, peela rang. See this colour

has two names: Yellow and Peela.

Ht didn't say that in hindi it is called peela and in English it is called Yellow.

Gori took that colour in her hand and looked at it very carefully for a minute, and then picked

up her note book and sat on the chair besides me and started colouring...

Once she was done, she went back and showed her note book to the head teacher...

The head teacher made a smiley on her note book and said “very well

Gori... Looked at her in admiration and smiled...

This is a true incidence, Gori is a small girl, who likes to go to school. She only understands Garhwali, but
since she likes to come to school, she has started understanding the school language, i.e., hindi. Gori
studies in Ajabpur Kala 1 (Government Primary school). This school falls in Dehradun district. The name of
the head teacher is Ms. Kusum Lata. Ms. Kusum Lata is a dedicated teacher and tries to sow seeds of love
and affection in the children of her school.
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21. Cool Clicks

Maithili.R

Gulbarga: Maithili R: maithili.r@azimpremjifoundation.org
Mandya: Divakara K: divakara.k@azimpremjifoundation.org
Bangalore: B Ramachandara Bhat: brbhat@azimpremjifoundation.org
Yadgir: Rajashri Nayak: rajashri.nayak@azimpremjifoundation.org
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