ﬁAzum Prem i
Foundation

aben Bayalu

....a/.yoﬂceyowp Lo

Karnataka Field Institutes July 2014 Issue No.: 23

1. The first letter from my son to his father

- Akkamahadevi
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I still remember the days when I was taught my son A,B,C,D. I beat him and forced him to learn. He involved
himself without resisting me and tolerated all my punishment silently. When once he completed his home-work
I used to feel so guilty for myself and asked him “Chinna is it paining? I am so bad you know, I treated you
very badly, do you hate me for all these pain?” I was moved by his response! He told me “no mummy since I
am not studying properly that’s why you beat me otherwise you are really good”

Now he is in the 9% standard, but for me he is still a small child only. I realised my mistakes about corporal
punishment. Later my husband started scolding him and forced him to read and write. He did not even allow
him to watch TV and always forced him to eat food which he is not very fond of.

This affected my son and he started showing signs of anger on his father and kept avoiding him. This also
impacted on his studies and he showed no interest in his studies. This made us to think about his future and
both of us planned to put him in a residential school for some time. When I asked my son about his
willingness to stay away from home, he was happy and agreed to go out.

This was evidence for us to understand he wished to stay away from home. We also looked at the other side
of his desire and we were sure that he wouldnt become home-sick. We left him outside residential school
from 7% standard and he is studying very well.

June 27™, we received a letter from him. I was away from home and my husband received this letter. He felt
very happy and he called me immediately and told about this letter. I was filled with curiosity and soon as I
returned I read his first letter. I was in tears. I was moved by his letter. We both forced, punished, scolded,
all just for his studies. We failed to understand his feelings, emotions and desires all towards us. He loved us
so much and he sounded so responsible.

Then both of us realised that this internal love and desire for family members would be the biggest gift one
can have which is irreplaceable. He simply forgot the scolding he got from his father and made us realise the
true spirit of love for our kids. Then we both discussed and learnt that we should trust our children and also
understand their real craving feelings.

I felt that my son’s feeing of real love is a big treasure for both of us. Now I wish my husband and my
son both become best friends and understand each other’s true self.

I am happy to share with you all the letter I read in tears many times written by my son to his father on
FATHER'S day.
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2. IR w¢ BeccdokQ.. My Father - His journey
- TOH Wezer
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-Peri
We had planned really well to ensure that our first child should be born in the month of February. We wanted
the child to be an Aquarian- a dreamer, intense, passionate, with a taste in aesthetics and an interest in the
higher order. Ini was born three weeks before the date, on 19 of January defying all our predictions and
planning. This was the first lesson to me as a father. We might have plans for our children but they have their
own plans. As a young couple we had only planned for the timing of the arrival of the child but, not for taking
care of the child. After elaborate discussions, we decided that I had to be at home looking after the child. I did
not have a clue about this whole affair. Looking back,
I can say that it was she as a child who taught me
how to take care of her instead of the other way
round. She taught me to listen and to observe, not to
get angry and to be patient. More than anything, she
taught me not to jump to conclusions but to wait. 7

Indu, when she decided that she did not want to go to | | S \
school, we agreed to home school her. The major part . | ST AVAYN

of helping her to learn was done by my wife, Vani. I ‘1‘ ' .4

did offer to do my bit. As a true democratic person, I

asked her if I should help her in social studies, and

she said NO. I was shocked. I felt that that was my

area of expertise and everyone knew that. Now, the second option was fine arts. I asked her if she would be
happy if I taught her puppetry and painting, she said a stronger NO! Then I asked her what she wanted to do.
She said glass painting. I did not know a thing about this art form. So I started learning and then working with
her eventually, learning together. This was the most enjoyable period for both of us. I understood that
children do not want to be taught. They just want to learn and for that they need an equal partner to work
along, explore, and create.

I think I have strong likes and dislikes. It is Ini who confronts my strong statements saying- “Appa that is how
you are seeing it, but that may not necessarily be true”. Many times I have later come to understand, that
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what I was proclaiming was not true. Her confrontations have helped me hold my views lightly. Recently Indu
was to perform the role of Soorpanaki in Yakshagana. I am well-known for this role and started sharing my
understanding with Indu. It was a pleasant surprise to see Indu’s version of Soorpanakhi. It was different from
my act. This had an element of innocence and mischief, which made Rama look more violent. The next time I
have an opportunity to perform, I will surely incorporate these two elements that I learned from Indu.

In May, all of us were involved in the making of a documentary film. Indu was the Production Manager and Ini

the Assistant Director. On our way to the location, we saw a fruit shop and I wanted to buy fruits. Indu said
that there is no need to buy, since there were a few oranges still left in
the basket and our budget did not permit us to buy more food items. I
stopped buying the fruit but, it made me think on how thoughtful and
professional these children have become.

. g
i L ,V*~~ . You need not always say yes to your daughters. Ini appreciated my
. w1 decision when I said a strong no to her demand for a diamond nose ring
' O o and an immediate yes to go for a dance course in Nrithyagram,
(\’ probably costing me more than the nose ring.
O (W 0 e (4 o
108 g 3 S L DL Children want their fathers to be good and carry themselves with
dignity. For that you need not be a strict stereotypical father. You can
be a jovial, lighthearted father, who sometimes acts stupid and is a
joker. But, I feel you need to be a father who cares, not continuously
protecting them but, allowing them to be free and independent, not very close that suffocates them and
neither very far that alienate you. Just being there always for them....

b 8, Focd|
-fgere@ N W
B TNWD RN
jan) bS] QL -~
T DIVRT ms& » = 1 o N~

30T BTV ms‘i
20T ILCBO3D 30T

ROTY P DOTH FTT
3R Bowe 20T 33T
SOTD, [ITVRRT T BOWT
RReFY OO 3§ 0T
B30T DOV @5@1 gozodel

BT DOOPY BN 3T
3RO 3eTTY Q0B 3TT
DANFT DROY Teen 3TV
T, 3PN VT ATOETT
“80T” 20w HTBIT.

Field Institutes —Karnataka |Bayalu [



Shruthi

A relationship that I cherished the most while it lasted for the first 14 years of my life. One rainy day in the
month of May he was gone suddenly for ever to a land that is the final destination of every single living being
on this planet. Cried, cursed the creator like every teenage girl
would. Suddenly felt vulnerable and helpless wondering the
direction that life was going to take. Felt like someone had given
a strong blow to my backbone. But then had to get up for my
Mom, brother and above all for myself. Became an adult

overnight!!
The next couple of years was mostly running around finding a l
direction to our lives. During those years thoughts of my father
came during some fleeting moments. Once the running around
stopped and I found a sense of purpose in my life, I began to
miss him so much, which I continue to even today after 3 mes—
i i

decades. It's only during these years I realized what I learnt
from him, how much he kept the family together and why I was
actually missing him.

With moist eyes, I share my final thoughts — I thank God that he gave me a fine human being as my father
who did his best while he was around...
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My Father...
Randeep Kaur

9,

Someone who is strong and loving...

He is somebody one could count upon...

His presence gave a sense of security!

The moment the word Father is spelled, | go back intfo the memory
lane...

Those memories are sfill fresh in my mind...

Holding his warm hands and walking on the streets...
Cuddling myself into his arms...

He loved me and he still does...

He held me, he protected me...

He is always there to bring smile back to my face...

Those childhood times, his sharing stories and never getting
annoyed...

His cooking delicious food and feeding me with his hands...
Those long chats...

His sharing Akbar Birbal Jokes at bed time...

Those long rail journeys and playing cards with him...

His pampering me with his love and affection....

Those joyful drives on the Mussoorie road...

His warmth never left me...

He is always walking besides me even when | feel | am alone...
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Father

-Y.J.Ravindraprakash
My father was said to be highly intelligent and good at math. He was a civil engineer by profession and was
highly respected among his colleagues. At home he was reserved with us. What I have understood about my
father's other side has come to me from my father's colleagues, my relatives and my own experiences with
him.

He was a chain-smoker. As far as I remember he used to smoke 4 to 5 packs of cigarettes every day. He
struggled a lot to give up cigarettes several times in his life but he succeeded only after his retirement. I was
very surprised at his will power. Till the date of his retirement, he was a heavy smoker, but overnight he gave
up his long standing companionship with cigarettes. Isn't it something great!

I think deep in his heart, he wanted me to become a doctor or an engineer but I failed him in this regard. He
never expressed his disappointment. Not only that, I did not serve in the government service and entered
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social sector. Then also he did not discuss with me about my career. He respected my decision to be on my
own.

He was a sportsperson. He used to play outdoor games like football, volley ball and tennis; indoor games like
rummy, 28(a sort of Bridge) in cards, carom, and chess. 1
got my training in playing chess and carom from him. He
was good and I still remember the day when I won over
him in both carom and chess. He never liked to lose. He
would be very disturbed when he lost a game, especially
games that required application of intelligence and physical
skills. He used to go to the club every day. On the days he
won the 28 game, he would come home beaming and give
whatever he won to my mother and on the days he lost, he
would be sullen and would be blaming himself for the
miscalculations that cost him. (By the way, the winning
stake never exceeded 50 paise in the 1960's and a few
rupees in the 1970's. l ‘

He liked driving. In fact I think he had a passion for car ||
driving. He used to ask his office driver to sit in the back

and drive the jeep most of the way. One great thing I ﬂ
remember is we travelled a lot and visited many places of H !

interest with him in a second hand car which he purchased

in 1960's. I was the eldest son and it was my duty to wash
the car and also push the car whenever it stopped in the middle of the road (which happened frequently).

One thing I regret to this day is that I never understood my father speak with love and respect when he was
alive. I never could interact with him freely and always looked at him with diffidence and fear. Now as I am
trying to put down my feelings in this article, I realize what a great soul he was despite his limitations and
shortcomings. For him life was always a challenge and a struggle. But he never let go or surrendered to his
fears. I think I have inherited these qualities from him.
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Papa a girl’s first hero
- Meera

A qirl’s first hero is always her father. As she grows up she observes how he behaves with other family
members, how sensitive he is to the needs of the family and how supportive
he is. So it was with my sweet papa. As a small girl, I realized very early that
he was not like other men I had seen — my uncles, neighbors etc. No, he was
not a big industrialist or a businessman or even a banker, he was just a
husband to my mother and my loveable papa.

Very early into the marriage, papa realized my mother had more potential and
zest for life than he. She was much more enterprising in whatever she did. And
so, bringing an early twenties bride home, papa decided he would be
supportive to whatever she wished in life. My mama wished to set up a
tailoring shop in remote Puttur in DK, and that was fine for my dad despite
having lived in Bangalore. He took up residence in Puttur, rented a shop,
bought a few sewing machines, hired help and the business was on way.

I remember papa going to the shop each early morning to clear cow dung that
cows dropped each night, cleaned the premises, brought the sewing machines
out and the shop was ready by nine each AM. My mom would arrive post
breakfast and start her work. As a young lady, she did attract a lot of male
admirers, who papa would gamely ward off till the help arrived by 11 in the
morning. With sure support to mom, he would rush back home, prepare a
hasty snack and tea for her and rush back to enthuse her labored efforts. He
would then return home to prepare her lunch and be back on time to feed her.
Most days he would coax her to go home for a siesta. Some days she would
resign to a short nap in the shop itself.

My dear Papa had the insight to understand my mother was the better

breadwinner and he was all out to support her. During my entire life I have never come across a single
occasion when he would not consult her before taking a decision, not a single time he would not listen to her
better counsel. My mother never said anything to spite him for his not donning the role of the provider. My
father never complained that he was the second citizen at home. The harmony that existed was an
environment that provided me an insight into how men could be supportive and still be a hero.

Today he is not with me anymore, having reached the feet of Jesus, but I can never forget the immense
lessons he taught me through demonstration about how a man could be the backbone of the family. Even if
he did not the employment route. Papa, I pray you RIP.
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18. Response from the Readers/ t.tonT 222300

e Avery good Magazine. Thanks for team’s commendable efforts - Gurbachan Singh
e A small but neat issue. Well done - Peri
e |t came out very well — Shadakshari
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19. How do children learn!
-Atiya Kousar
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Cool clicks

Bayalu Coordinators at your place for any query or support;

Bangalore: Asha Rai - asha.rai@azimpremjifoundation.org
Yadgir: Guru Moger - guru.moger@azimpremjifoundation.org
Mandya: Gopalakrishna - gopalakrishna@azimpremjifoundation.org
Gulbarga: Gururaj Nargund - gururaj.nargund@azimpremjifoundation.org

PIs write to us with your feedback to bayalu@azimpremjifoundation.org
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