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- Rajesh S Mahantmath
Let’s save our Mother Earth...

From time immemorial man has explored and exploited the natural resources to make his living
comfortable. Almost every action of man adds to the degradation of our environment and depletion
of natural resources. Since Industrial Revolution the impact of human activities on environment has
been increasing in mind boggling proportions. Till the latter half of the twentieth century, people
were largely unaware of the consequences of human actions on the environment and polluters did
not have to pay penalties or suffer sanctions for the harm they posed to the environment. But, thanks
to a number of like-minded individuals and organizations people all over the world slowly began to
realize that human actions have caused great harm to the environment to the extent that the very
existence of life on this planet — our Mother Earth, is threatened.

We all are born on this planet earth which we

revere as our Mother. We survive on this planet. 0 T
We are nourished by the plants and animals -\‘;‘5"‘.‘.{7‘:“* :3;\_- ‘.:;.\ ‘”JS:J :
which act as our sources of food. Though we have oy kf3{5‘}‘7:;-.\:\'{\»";'\:-"gfg;“l:‘;‘::35‘:.;'\'
created artificial barriers of villages, cities, states \‘"‘\‘i““‘ ::}\\‘\?ﬁ "?‘.}"f PR
or countries and live in different houses; no one AN ~.\\‘) s ‘;\{i i'“ ‘{b" f
can deny the fact that our common habitat is our L i R :\ \ & *3‘&'4:\:;}"\
Mother Earth. Therefore it is our collective AR i % oo
responsibility to ensure that our actions do not 3 s
endanger the survival of life forms on this earth. A '..’
In 1970, US Senator Gaylord Nelson founded the e"" }
first Earth Day to help promote the ecology and o a_“ ';\
respect for all life forms on the planet and spread ~._.X‘.f'~:_‘-:';".' ~

>

awareness of the growing problem of different
kinds of environmental pollution. The first Earth
Day on 22" April, 1970 was observed by
thousands of people and a number of organizations in the US who had a concern for environment. It
led to the creation of the US Environmental Protection Agency and the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act
and Endangered Species Acts were passed. Since 1990, Earth Day is observed as a global event and
at present it is celebrated in about 140 countries all over the world to spread environmental
awareness among people.

This is a time for one and all to reflect whether it is enough to designate and observe one particular
day of the year as Earth Day and remain unmindful of our actions for the rest of the year. We Indians
have a long tradition of sustainable practices which were incorporated in to our daily life-style. Many
of our festivals have environmental significance and the values of Ahimsa(non-violence), Asteya
(non-stealing), Aparigraha(non-hoarding), Daya(compassion), Kshamd&forgiveness) have relevance
in today’s chaotic times. We should take care that we do not compromise with our timeless values in
the pursuit of modernization and development.



As the inhabitants of this planet, it is our duty to do everything possible to ensure the protection of
Earth and all the natural resources. A greener and cleaner Earth is our best insurance for our life and
the only assurance of our survival in the coming decades. Come, let’s save our Mother Earth.
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Village Love

Azeem Fareedi
village love .L.6U3§
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Subha sawere Utthe hain sare,

Mohabbat k gun gate hain sare
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Raheem our Ramesh khelte hain sath,
Baith inhe dekhen Ammi our Aowa ek sath
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Ghar hai Chote Dil hai bade,

Kabhi na a apas me lade
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Eid ho ya ho tahewar nahi hai inko kisi se sahokar,

Har pal har dam khushyan a lotte mil k har bar
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Khudrat bhi hai in se razi ,
kabhi na inki himmat har
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Mousam chahe dhoop ho vya ho barsat,

Rahete hain milkar har dam a ek sath
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- Peri
Kallige -a bud.

This march when | went home to my village for the Bootha festival, | was bombarded with the news
that oursingle village was an full-fledged independent Panchayath now. This news shook me. Once,
again | started thinking of this village and the change it has undergone. Kallige means the tender bud
of Jackfruit. It also means tender, new, bud, infancy, In pursuit of growth. In my childhood days | had
always felt that this is the apt name foe a village which was very small, pleasant, slow and harmless.

From that tiny insignificant sleeping village it has grown to be a mighty vibrant village. Kallige for
that matter was not a leading village and
whatever glory it had was of the past.
The legend is that the Jain Kings were
ruling this area and this kingdom was a
tiny kingdom of just 16 villages. Kallige
was the village where they stayed and
that Beedu, the two storied house the
residence of the noble family is still there
in Kallige village in Periodi. We are not
sure if this family was known as Periodi
hence, the place got that name or the
place was Periodi and the King who
stayed in Periodi got the name for his — — —_

family. But Kallige is a village which is mentioned in the collectors note book of tax collection in 1880.

| had always wondered about this name of my village —How did it get that name? When was this
village named? Why was it Kallige? What does it mean? It was only day dreaming about how this
name might have come in to force. But, during my college days in St. Aloysius | met Dr. Someshwar
who had come for a guest lecture rekindled my curiosity of the name and its origin. Dr. Someshwar
is a researcher of folklore of Tulunadu. It is only after that | did some concrete effort.

I met folk research scholars in udupi folklore research Centre. | went through the reference materials
they recommended. | was thrilled when [ first read about my village in a govt. document which had
details of the materials received from Kallige village Jain chieftain of Periodi by the then Canara
administrator. In that document | could gather that this village is tiny in comparison to other villages.
There is mention of the Periodi chieftains in the documents. Researchers were of the opinion that
many such small chieftains disappear at one point of time in the history of Canara. The reasons for
sudden disappearance from the historical documents could be various according to the local scholars.
It could be that the ruling household was attacked, destroyed, went Bankruptcy / Pauperized or they
got converted to Christianity. All my later efforts did not yield any further information on my village
hence, | left it at that. Without any success | abandoned the idea.

This village is on the bank of river Nethravathi and this river is the soul of my village. All of us would
take our cattle to this river, every one used to have bath and wash clothes in the river. Today nobody
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goes to have bath or fetch water from the river. There is a huge pump house built where we were
having our bath. Water is pumped to Mangalore for fertilizer and iron ore companies to enhance
production. You meddle with this pipe which takes our river water to Mangalore you are in deep
trouble. You will be immediately arrested.

The laying of Mangalore Hassan railway was one major thing that completely paralyzed our village. It
went right through our village. All of us lost our land fertile field. In those days the compensation was
paid to the land lord. Farmers lost the land and landlords got the compensation.

It was sleeping village completely unaware of politics. It was Indira Gandhi who woke it up and it was
Congress, then with the bedi industry boom and militant bedi workers it became left, during our
college days it came under the influence of Janatha Party and then slowly it became right. To our
surprise recent Panchayath election it voted for congress people. And now, our panchayath is a
congress panchayath.

| see today that my brother has stopped cultivating land. He leaves it barren saying it is not profitable.
He instead goes to work in Mangalore in some two wheeler company. This is the case with all the
farmers. In kallige more than 40% of the fertile land is barren for want of people to work in the land.
Is It moving towards becoming a barren village?

From the highway to my village there was no road. It was during my high school days that we as youth
group through Shramadaan we carved a small way for people to walk through. Today that way is a
tar and concretized road and we have two buses plying up and down. People do not walk. And
people do not talk. Walk the talk is a rare commodity now in this village

It was a pleasant village. Small and growing. Kallige the name suited it. | wonder if we can call it
Kallige- a bud anymore?!.
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Who is a leader???

Serious questions are creeping up in my mind these days on ‘who is a leader’. What
are the qualities of an ideal/good leader? I’'m a strong believer of an autocratic
leader who has compassionate, grounded and empathetic qualities, unlike Hitler. |
don’t know, by virtue or chance, | got an opportunity to lead around 130 people in
earlier project belongs to one of the famous company’s trust. Probably, | was
accepted by all employees around me because, previous Boss would have worse
than me. But, | was gelling with my colleagues without showing any bossism. Only
way to identify me as leader was to check my salary which was somewhat
handsome than that of my immediate colleagues.

Suddenly, my project was closed down with no reasons, but everyone knew that
project would close down one or the other day because political tussles and motives
of the trust. | was desperate as to how to lead my own life, and even colleagues
also desperately looking for updates on ‘reasons of project’s closedown’. Within no
time, | got a job, | shifted leaving all 130 people who were expecting me to fight
back against politicians, burocrats and ethic less trust. But, | knew that, it was
impossible to fight as it was one of the strongest trust in India which was good in
lobbying on their motives. Higher authorities have used me as a trump card to fulfill
their motives. | knew, the happenings were bad and ethic less, but | was helpless.
All of a sudden, a news was crept up as | took the bribe from trust to do the job of
finish the process of withdrawing the project. Infact, leave the bribe matter a side,
| didn’t even have had my last reimbursement which cost around some thousands.

My ethics, loyalty to trust, my hard work and my fight against some leftist unions
in retaining the project in those drought areas, were gone in water. | was only a
point of contact to my immediate colleagues as my head office was located in
different state. | was threatened by my colleagues. It was not hurting when a
workaholic employees were scolding me, it was hurting and angering when a lazy-
apathetic workers were scolding. | felt like a loyal man to management without any
powers. Even today, people look at me in jaundice eyes if | go there.

This incident has really opened my eyes as who is leader? Is he a follower? Is a
monitor person? Or empathetic person who responds to people in difficulties. |

Ravindra jain

think, | was a follower and loyal monitor, then without any maturity and courage to fight. But, now have

matured, courageous more than ever. May almighty provide an opportunity to show my empathetic

leadership in days to come?
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- Sowmya

Death-Undesirable ??!1!!

| am always scared of death. | am scared of my own death. | can only think of human beings death
and not about any other animals. So strange.

Why am | so scared of death? Especially why am | concerned about human beings death? | think or
imagine that it is a painful process. So | start feeling about the situation and feel scared about it.
Nobody has ever told me how somebody feels when they are dying. It’s just my imagination.

| have been thinking of going to Khashi to may be to get rid of fear of death. But there are no
guarantees that | will get rid of fear. | may be even more be scared of it.

My association of death is blood, bodies floating in Ganga. | have never been to Varanasi though!!

If somebody is dead | will be so upset. Why am | scared about someone else’s death? And that too
whose death am | most scared about? If somebody dies without telling anybody, which means an
unexpected death causes me a lot of sadness. | keep thinking that, that person might wanted to share
something with people which he could not tell and he can’t convey that message to anybody
anymore. All this worries me.

When | analyze this situation sociologically | think | have some kind of insecurities in my life. It may
be because people often link
between old age and marriage.
They say that | have to get
married so that somebody is
there to take care of me when
| get old. Maybe | visualize that
| will have nobody when | am
dying as | have chosen that
path to follow. May be in my
subconscious level | am
worried that nobody will be
there to hear my last wishes or
some message.

But why is it not the same feeling for other animals. | even killed a dog 13 years back. | called it as a
mercy killing. How inhumane of me? Why am | keep referring human and inhumane again? Why can’t
| say how inanimal of me? Though that word doesn’t exist in the human life. Off course dictionary is
built by we human beings!

| don’t have any regrets till today having murdered an innocent dog. He was born on the day when
my niece was born. His name was Kencha. He was 6 years old when he died. He didn’t die because of
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any natural sickness. I murdered him. | call it as a mercy killing. What right do | have to kill somebody?
Will | kill myself if | find that | am sad?

But | killed him. Why?

He was very sick. He wanted to eat food but it didn’t enter into his stomach. He had a big open wound
on the back of his neck. Warms crawled on his neck. They were moving into his mouth. | don’t know
what they were doing to him inside there. | was very sure that they won'’t just sit quietly doing
something. That day he was lying on the sac without eating food. | could see him suffering. Warms
crawled and came near his eyes. They were irritating him. Warms crawled around his neck made him
very painful. He could not even lift his forelimb to shoo away them. They were eating away the rest
of the part of his neck. He was moaning. His legs were spread, neck and head pulling outwards. His
mouth was wide open. Flies were around him even troubling him some more. | wish and my family
wished that he dies the next moment. But he didn’t. He suffered every moment a lot. | told my mother
“avva, he is not dying, can | kill him?” Her immediate response was ‘no’. “It a sin to kill somebody.
God has sent him he will take him when he wants him back. You should not send.” But | wasn’t
convinced with her response. | convinced her by saying that he should be killed as he is suffering a
lot. She said “I still say no but you can do what you think is the best. | won’t be here with you when
you are killing him. He is like my child.”

Finally | decided that | kill him. How did | kill him? | had heard that if the animals eat urea they will
die. | gave that with the meat but it didn’t go into his stomach rather it gave burning sensation on his
tongue. | felt even worse on what | did. Then | looked around. | saw a piece a rope on the floor. | got
the idea that | can kill him. But the neck is the most hurt part. How can | hang him up? | took the long
rope. Nobody was around. Tears flown from my eyes while | was putting the knots in the rope. | didn’t
look at the rope. | was looking at the dog. | stood 5 m away from him. | took a long stick with the help
of that stick. Somehow managed to put the rope around his neck. | tightened the rope around his
neck by holding the stick in one hand and the other end of the rope in the other hand. He stretched
his legs. He could not even get up to save his life. He was lying on that sac. He passed motion. The
stretched legs never came to his original position. | saw the warms climbing on to the rope | held. |
made sure that | he is dead completely. | took out the stick and left the rope there itself. He is dead.

| have already mentioned that | don’t have any regrets on having murdered a dog. Why is it so? Is it
because other animals will not have any messages to give it to their society just before dying? But |
am sure they too want to convey to somebody that they are in pain.

Is ‘the fear of death’ a socially constructed evil?
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: Bayalu Coordinators:
Gulbarga: Gundappa gundappa.katekar@azimpremjifoundation.org
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Bangalore:Ragavendra Herleraghavendra.herle @azimpremjifoundation.org

Yadgir: Rajashri Nayak rajashri.nayak@azimpremijifoundation.org
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