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Alas!

Thara Balagopal

Bright Blue skirt, new white shirt

Into a green satchel books, pencil, eraser insert
Eager to start | race to the gate

But my unshod feet make me wait

To the burly watchman | whisper ‘new student’
' His frown asks me how could | be so imprudent

.. Gates finally open for me to see a huge play ground
‘Millions’ of children there abound

So different in color and speech

That | feel they are out of my reach

New teacher, bright classroom, tables and chairs
Evokes both happy and gloomy stares

Flurry of finding space leaves me standing uncertain
Until an empty space in the last row beckon

| timidly smile at the curious faces | pass

When from another end | hear ‘RTE alas’!
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-Asha Rai

| was a born left hander. | have inherited this mostly from my father’s ancestors. Though | could meet similar
folks from childhood to this age in life on various occasions, it was not so easy to find acceptance of this trait
everywhere.

On one hand it’s so thrilling and exciting when people identify us as left handers and have a surprise on their
face. On the other hand in some situations, we feel left out from
the majority of the people in the world.

The moment we start writing in front of people they will be
surprised and sometimes they will look at us as aliens, yet on
some occasions, they try to write like us and fail , but still they
would ask us to write in right hand and have fun. At times they
even get into our life history. On one of the occasions they were
curious to know as to, how | became a left hander, how | got this
habit and also if my parents or teachers didn’t guide me to
practice writing in right hand and so on and so forth.

However, having gone through all these in life, when | analyzed,

| could see that, there is a lot of discrimination against left

handers in the whole world that goes unnoticed, like how some
of the common layman’s problems in the world is left unnoticed and un-addressed most of the times. | feel that
they were unnoticed even by the left handers - because we always were treated in this way throughout life and
hence never felt this was some form of discrimination.

The discrimination starts right from home- most of the time parents scold or beat the child if it eats in left hand
or starts writing in left hand. They do this even without thinking once about the natural, biological scientific
reason as to why it uses left hand instead of right! If there are one or two more children at home, then the left
hander will be left out or is always taunted for using left hand for major work. No one bothers to think that
hygiene is important to keep the body safer than the left or right hand. No one bothers to think that it is the
person’s comfort level as to which hand he/she uses for writing.

The right handers are always asked to light the lamp in the puja room, as lighting the lamp using the left hand is
not considered auspicious. Entering the house with left leg is also considered as a sin. No one bothers to think
that it’s the individual’s heart and behaviour that are responsible for bringing happiness to the house.
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Leave alone these beliefs at home, even in schools, colleges and conference rooms; | have hardly seen any
spaces that have furniture to accommodate left handers. We have to use the same desk which is designed for
other majority of people to write or work. In the conferences, we need to manage with same furniture and turn
ourselves to more than 180°. We end up facing people in the row behind us, while we are supposed to face the
dais/stage or the presenter. There are hardly a few occasions where | could see left hander friendly furniture
during my journey to various parts of the country. | have also heard from my friends through social networking
sites that the situation is almost the same in other countries too but they are facing less or no discrimination
and stigma unlike us in this country.

If we look at the history and the present world, many of the global leaders and villains were and are left
handers... The well-known US president Barak Obama, flanked by other presidents of the US like - James
Garfield, Herbert Hoover, Henry Truman, Gerald Ford, Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton were
all south paws! The well-known scientist Albert Einstein too was one. There are also some sources that say that
Osama Bin Laden too was one.

However, the same people in the society who stigmatize and discriminate us on many occasions also say that
most of the left handers are smart and skillful... This somewhere leaves us a little relieved!
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-Tapas Sutradhar

While spending the most important years of my life in different metros & then deciding to shift here to Almora,
Uttarakhand was itself like romanticizing the imagination of mountains, rivers, greenery & beauty everywhere.
But after joining APF, | realized the other side of my romantic thought when | experienced the tough life of these
people during my field visit. Looking at the picture of mine walking at the narrow lane in some mountains seems
so beautiful in facebook when friends like it and give comments like “how lucky | am” but the tough side of the
daily walk can only be felt when we actually experience it. | got a shiver when | thought of bringing a pregnant
lady or any ill person who cannot walk to the Hospital through this hilly routes; it is unimaginable to me. On one
side we talk of shining India & on the other side | see girls

getting married early, female children being sent to Govt. 4™
school & boys to private schools. For example, in Hokra N\ i
Village a two room private school is running next to a public ' '
school. Interestingly all the private school students are
enrolled in public school for getting the mid-day meal and
among them mostly boys are put in private school and girls
in public school. The most contradictory thing before me is
that, | found the women of Uttarkhand to be the most
empowered who are actually running the economy by their
hard work but still they have no say in any decision making
process. In the hills, women do most of work. 50% population of Uttarakhand are women and among them 80%
control and support 100% of their families and economy. Gaura Devi is a renowned personality who started the
Chipko Movement from Rani Village which later become an international movement and also played a very
important role in many national and international policy frameworks.
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| feel good when | see that the women of Uttarakhand are safe. I've not yet witnessed any such problems which
hurt the dignity or self-respect of any women but at the same time | also see that how the people here look at
those girls who try to cross the limit of their womanhood by smoking, drinking (I am not claiming that these are
good practices but why only females are looked down if they practice this) or hanging with male friends. This
brings before me the two faces of same sex; one stays in India & the other in Bharat!!! Uttarakhand is also
known as a land of God where | also see a very contradictory image of women as compared to north-east India
which is also situated mostly on the hills or having the similar kind of geographical characteristics and challenges.
In Uttarakhand the percentage of school dropout among females in high school are due to early marriages. The
percentage of females staying at metros like Mumbai, Pune or Delhi for education or work is mostly from higher
caste.

Hence, | feel good to see the focus and approach of our organization’s work. The only way to bring the desired
change in our society is possible only through education. Now the question is how and what kind of education
will be able to bring just, equitable, humane & sustainable society? May be after some more years of experience,
we will be in a position to answer this with some evidence and examples of our own. Till then, let’s keep striving

for it.
<m>

-Priyanka

Our gods are probably just like us, filled with prejudices and failings.
It's a Sunday morning and Dada is reading Dalit poetry to me;

AT W IR AT 8
Y F1e F gfadr &1,
Thell # FIEAA deet o I
& d AT § A FRaaw
qFeR U PR Y al -

(From the book Dalit Kavitha ki Sangharsh- Kaval Bharathi; Poem from
the collection Rakth mangthi hain meri kavitayein by Mohandas Memi
Sharayi)

Dalit dissent through poetry. When Literature has helped birth the
oppression or probably helped justify it; what better way to attack it but through literature.
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Policies of course have helped; while some have been implemented some have failed. Ambedkar was forced to
sign in the Poona pact lest Gandhi lost his life in protest to the recommendation that Dalits, the depressed
classes as known then, be given separate electorates.

This, in a time when Dalits had to live outside the towns and had to wear black threads to identify themselves
to the dominant population. South Indian Dalit Women were compelled to go with their upper part of bodies
bare. Knowledge was to be gained by only a
choiced few, the Brahmans. (Manu and
Shudras- Dr BR Ambedkar). Goddess
Saraswathi was accessible to only few.

—

T NN

Teholl 7 TEAAT ol fob 3ot
T&Fd ATTdT § A Hfaam

Dissent through time has been seen in various
forms - conversions, refusal to adhere,

Sanskritization and some through the means of - it T i ity il
violence. . : = 1

‘In an area largely populated by upper caste B
brahmin houses. The owner of my house asks

me "D A, caste BeLTT, O FeLPD”, to which | reply HT9TD Te? uncle, to which the twelve year old
child of the house says “d&, caste A ) &g 2"

The internalization of the divide starts quite young. Although urbanization provides some respite. The
undercurrents still run high.

According to Rigveda Brahmans emerged from the mouth, Kshatriyas from the arms, Vaishya from the thighs
and Shudras from the feet of Purusha, (Wikipedia, Varna). The Antyajas dint even picture.

Manu Smriti goes a step further to say that “A Dalit’s dress will be the garments of the dead, their food shall be
eaten from broken dishes and their ornaments shall be made of Iron “(The untouchable who were they and why
they became- Dr Ambedkar)

There exists a Devdasi rehabilitation center close to office.

While in Mushtoora Doddi Giri speaks of bettele seve- nude worship in front of the school the other day.
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This in the time when India is to be a super power; Girls in villages are largely being dedicated to Goddess
Yellamma where it is socially accepted for them to be sex workers catering to the elite of the village . Studies
suggest that around 95% of the girls are Dalits.

um’rﬁw&gma”zsr%
T FIca &l forar T

Parashuram was the son of Jamdagni and Renuka. It is said that Renuka was so pure
that she could mould a pot when she went to fetch water. However one day the pot
broke while she looked admiringly at the Gandharvas and her husband caught her in
the alleged ‘act of adultery’. He ordered their son to behead his mother which was
done dutifully by Parashuram. Happy with his act Jamadagni asked his son to ask for
a boon and Parushuram asked for revival of his mother’s life. Jamadagni then brought
his wife back to life, but in a hurry placed a Dalit woman’s head on her body. In order
to make amends, he blessed her saying unmarried girls would worship her and would
be dedicated to her by marrying her and would satisfy all the sexual needs of her son
Parashuram. (Genesis of the Devdasi system in India Trafficking of Girls and Women
by Religious and Social Sanction)

Considered impure by the day, she is used in the most intimate act by the night.

‘el H AT 3ol A IMAT F AR GoAld & AT HT BT dleT TN fha Higdr # e &
3YFR HI GhreT T TA e, (From the play Kaumudi , Abhishek Majumdar)

<Z:;Z>
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BAFALD 2,008 D 20T WAF'ID, B[oegHe FARBPORT. PTIT @R 83 WnFse TOT FBNTOD. BeIT
2.3, RIROBOD Jezwo 15.50, Lonmmy, 33 FWNTON BROOT. JFNDTON TOSF, 2508 I TOSF TONBHTTRY,
3OZ RTNTOD DO TONBROMITT. STT  9Ieesn, @gﬁomséda, WHBONT WFI0 IJOWITY  TOTLNYOT
ABPRTY BReATOTT A3PPYTe MOTR, ‘BOT ATNWOOD® DOTW FTOROMIT.
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-Meera

The discourse on equality moves on unabated as people are vociferous on the subject and feel “equality” must
be practiced. It is easier said than done. As humans we are very unlike machine clones that are the same inside

|II

and out and so are essentially “equal” in size, shape and functionality. We are so different from each other that

I”

the adage “all fingers are not equal” applies aptly. But what is critical for us to understand is that though we are
different, we are all important. Discrimination starts from the perception of inequality that is transformed into
practice that is discriminatory. Such perception may stem from differences in gender, caste, religion, place of
birth etc. The constitution of our country is clear when it states that we have a fundamental right not to be
discriminated against on such basis. And most of these acts of discrimination are addressed by some legislation

or the other under which people can seek relief.

But like many malaises that plague our society, much of it begins at home. A boy “learns” that he belongs to a
superior gender by the way men folk treat women at home and equally the meek way women submit to such
treatment. Children at home “understand” they belong to the upper caste by the way domestic help are treated
and so caste becomes a cause of discrimination. They also “appreciate” they belong to a religious majority or
minority and so are arrogant accordingly. Once again legislative
protection is available to those facing the brunt of such abrasive
behaviors. There is always recourse to the long arm of the law, a
regulatory mechanism or an ombudsman before whom people can
place their woes and await redress.

But the discrimination that bothers me is how children are treated
at home. The basis of parental discrimination may be gender,
intelligence, hard-working nature, good looks, or just on the basis
of being the first or last born. When confronted, parents invariably

deny they ever behave in a discriminatory fashion with their
children. “To us they are all the same and we treat them equally” is a routine response. Ask the children, and
you will get a different answer. “l am not treated well because.... (I am a girl child, My skin is dark, | do not do
well at School, | am considered a dunce by all, | do not have talent to play, sing, draw, act, | am born under an
unlucky star...) you may simply take any segment to complete the sentence. And so some kids get good clothes
to wear, their favorite dishes prepared, a vacation to a place of their liking, an outing to their preferred movie,...
and again, the list could continue from here to there. One of my friends who had to undergo such torture on a
daily basis said she had no recourse. “What do | complain? That my mother served an additional helping of the
sweet dish to my brother?” or “My father always asked my sister which restaurant she would like to go out to
eat”? “That | was born under an unlucky star while my sister’s birth brought fortunes to the family?” And whom
should she complain to? She strongly felt parents have a “choice” to shower their affections since they have
many children, but “we have only one father and a mother”. No choice.
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How do we raise issues of such discrimination without annoying parents or estranging them more permanently?
Silence ensues on such “issues”, and in this non communicative vacuum is the agony of growing up reposed,
stretching and sometimes snapping the fabric of what we proudly identify as “our family”. | long for an education
that informs parents their children may not be equal, but they are all important and so need to be treated as
such. There cannot be an ombudsman powered to peek through windows and set relationships right, despite
legislations that protect children from labor, marriage or sexual abuse. Parents need to tread carefully as they
go through life playing favorites. Children may love them to begin with, may even understand them as they grow

IF

up, but can they ever condone them?

-Girija Srinarayan
One fine evening, | was travelling towards Bangalore from the outskirts. | managed to get a seat in the last row
meant for ladies, which was earlier occupied by a gentleman. He was kind enough to read the label and leave
the seat, though reluctantly. In the front row, ladies
possibly in their late forties were expressing their
concern over the ever increasing prices of essential

commodities. Though it was interesting to me, |

could not join the discussion as there was a lot of
noise from behind. The gentleman behind me was
managing his real-estate business over his mobile,
least realizing the quantum of disturbance caused
by him to his fellow passengers. Unable to bear
this, person sitting next to him, asked him to stop

talking for the moment and resume the business at

the right place, but in vain. The man was of the

opinion that, those who are travelling in and

around Bangalore, must get used to this and learn

to hear only what is meant for them.

Once you board a bus, one cannot predict at what time one can reach her/his destination. It is better we don’t
keep any work, pending.

The bus was moving with its usual speed. In the meantime a man who was asleep for quite some time woke up
just to find out that the bus has not made much progress and therefore, started demanding that it should move
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faster. Soon many joined him and started sharing their grievances that they start their day very early and after
slogging the whole day are not able to make it to home early.

When so much was happening around, | was surprised to see a group of young people listening to music blissfully
and least bothered to know the happenings around. These youngsters are considered to be the future of
tomorrow, on whose shoulders lay a bundle of responsibilities and to carry forward our rich civilization. Many
times their expressions left me in confusion especially the smiles. | reciprocated it with a smile only to realize
that it’s not for me but to the person with whom they were conversing. The conversation was not amongst them
too, expressions and smiles may be deceiving in the public, be aware!

The bus now was slowly picking up its momentum which left many people with a sigh of relief. The troubles
were far from over. When we reached the signal, a truck just
bumped the crowded bus and added one more dent to the
already dented bus. By the time the passengers realized this, the
truck had moved past. The driver of the bus was also not serious
about this. Surprisingly, most of the passengers were more
furious than the driver and the conductor. They demanded that
the driver of the truck be taught a lesson and started shouting.
Passengers who were asleep also joined hands with the crowd
and then started finding out the reason for this disturbance. A

w7

the earth to wait until the driver got the truck driver so that they can beat him up. So the driver had to stop the

few ladies were also part of this scene. The passengers who were
hurrying the driver to reach home early, now had all the time on

bus near the signal causing more woos to the already chocked traffic, got into another vehicle to fetch the
unfortunate driver of the truck.

| kept thinking whether it is the right way of punishing by taking the law in to our hands or just a way of
entertaining oneself? Is it the frustration that manifests itself in this manner, in public? Most of us do not even
realize that we can behave this way in public. Are we angry with ourselves, our colleagues, our superiors, our
subordinates, or the system as a whole we are put up with?

Individually we are all quite responsible, well judging and therefore, take right decisions at the right time. Our
behaviour changes when we are in a group. If we can channelize this energy for right causes we can dream of
big things and achieve them too.

The most surprising of all and the reason why | started narrating this experience of mine was the young crowd.
Most of them did not know what was happening as they were in their own world. They were quite indifferent
to the situation. Is this the way our young generation is going be? When are they going to express themselves?
Power of expression comes only when they observe, understand and analyze. | thought they should be awake,
observant and quite sensitive to the situation around. For this, they do not have to take law into their hands.
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They only have to differentiate between right and wrong. If this happens, | feel, it may be small step but
definitely a huge step to realize the dreams that we have for our Great Nation!
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“Now you go to school. In the evening you can go straight from your school to Beedu and have very good meals;
Seethamma has invited all of us”. As per my mother’s
instructions | went straight to Beedu to have the meals. | was
asked to sit outside and | was enjoying the different side
dishes. “You will have to lift the leaf and throw it away and
clean the place with cow dung,” Seethamma said from inside.
It took some time for me to understand that it was directed
at me. When | became aware of this sentence, | became very
uncomfortable. | could not continue eating. | stopped liking
the meals to the extent of hating it. | was anxious. Spotting

that everybody went inside, | got up and ran to my house. |
fé did not speak a word about this to anybody and straight away
went to play.

e

P el

While returning from playing, hesitantly out of fear, | peeped in to Beedu-the only Bhramin house in my village.
| was shocked to see that my mother was cleaning the space with cow dung where | had my meals and
Seethamma was abusing me for running away like that leaving everything. My mother was silently cleaning the
place. Seethamma had not stopped abusing me. As my mother was leaving, | heard her saying, “he is a child he
does not know these things, he will learn as he grows. Don’t worry, | have cleaned it, now stop shouting.”

This was one of the incidents that have remained with me till now. It had a very deep impact on me. | was feeling
very bad for what had happened. | was feeling bad for being born in this family and more so in this caste. What
hurt me the most is the fact that my mother had to go and clean the place. Everybody would say that Seethamma
is a good person, but, | hated her. | stopped going to Beedu for
meals after this incident.

It took me quite some time to come out of this incident but | do not

think that even today, | am free of this fear of humiliation.
We had just finished our tenth standard and had joined college. The
culture in St. Aloysius College, in Mangalore, was new for us, who % <

came from the rural and poor background. Those days a very posh
hotel — Moti Mahal had started and everybody in college was
speaking of eating in that hotel. A few of us from the rural
background gathered courage and planned to go to Moti Mahal
and have a meal there. We saved some money from our daily : Py
expenses and one fine day went to this restaurant. It was very posh == T s e
inside and we could see only rich people sitting around us. We ordered something and the dishes arrived. We
had not used the spoon and fork till then. We tried to use it and created a lot of mess in the process. We could
see that the people around were looking at us with contempt and disgust. First it was the look, and then it was
the comments. We felt that even the waiters there were making fun of us. Hurriedly, we finished the meals,
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paid the bill and came running out of the hotel. As a group we felt very bad about this incident. We were feeling
bad about our background.

| feel that the humiliation in both the incidents is the same. The humiliation comes from the discriminatory
treatment. The Seethamma episode is a caste discrimination and the Moti Mahal episode is a class
discrimination. In both the cases the effect is similar. You feel that you are not equal to them, there is something
lacking in you and this lacking is bad. Ultimately you feel you are bad, your caste is bad, your background is bad
and everything is bad. . It takes a lot of understanding, analysis, support from others and courage to come out
of this humiliation. We as a group remember how Sunney Tharappen, our English professor, when told of this
incident, took us to the same hotel to have a respectful meal. This incident brought us together and with Sunney
we started a journey against discrimination.

<ﬁ>
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-Shifa Syeda
Being born and brought up in a country like India, where the constitution affirms every citizen of India a right to
be accepted equally, to maintain fraternity, and fundamental rights like right to speak, right against exploitation
etc... to every individual. But is it being followed? All these things | feel are not internalized
by many of my fellow citizens.

(| deeply regret this attitude and ignorance of so many people around me, | had never faced
the discrimination besides gender, based on my religion or caste. The college | studied the
work | did initially | had never gone through this experience of having faced odd situations.
Probably because | never opinionated about politics or cricket before, | thought | never
understood politics then. And cricket of course studying in all girls’ college couldn’t have the
point in discussing that too much. As time passed and | happen to meet the real world
outside | felt my voice breaking and side lined for my “religion”. When | started talking to

my fellow citizens about politics they always looked at me like | support or disapprove of
certain things in politics because | belong to a RELIGION. That was not on my mind never, |
was thinking like any other individual for peace and development of country. | am also as much fed up as others
due to corrupt politicians and riots. In a recent experience when | was discussing politics, people directly said
“you of Course will support them as you are a ................. ” What does it mean? Why am | not being looked as an
individual who is just an Indian but being put in the frame of religion? When | strongly oppose of not following
the traditional party of “BJP or Congress”, | was framed to say that | have internal liking and am just saying for
the sake. My identity was surprisingly with Congress or some other party? Why? When did that happen? |
thought a lot couldn’t arrive at an understanding. Then | felt what a shame on people and laughed at it.

Cricket the religion of India, not just politics but me and my friends were targeted in sports too, people ask me
directly if | support India or Pakistan? Good lord! | am Indian, my forefathers were Indians. Why will | support
Pakistan or any other country that doesn’t give me food or Shelter? And if by mistake | am heard praising some
other person for their talent | am misunderstood for it. Why? Why can’t | be just seen like an Indian who just
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loves her country and will stand for it when time comes? Why do me and few like me have to be framed under
some stereotypes made by stupid people around.

After 65 years of independence I still fear to express thoughts in my own motherland,
and sure to say that many of them like me are facing this problem. We don’t need a
big riot to show the communal differences! We can just understand by small actions
thoughts, forming judgments relentlessly, and comment openly saying “these set of
people behave like this” stereotype always.

Certain situations made me think and arrive at some conclusions. That in India few
people form identity by political parties and supporting cricket. Their patriotism rises
in leaps and bounds only during cheap party gimmicks and cricket. It made me
guestion as to be this how identity is formed? And such parties and people who
guestion others identity are sane enough or not? Sometimes the way my friends and
me get treated in public makes me think on my identity in India and the future here.

In my experience | can see that we feel a sheer pain when people look at us like aliens,
and it’s painful when our own citizens blame us for terrorism. Anyway this is another
sensitive issue. My point was only an eye opener that so many decades in my country | feel discriminated | feel
an outsider at times. But is this where India is moving towards? | feel this hatred increasing instead of being
tolerant! It may not turn to big riots but | am sure that people must believe and accept that Muslims, Christians,
Sikhs or Hindus of whatever caste belong to India, and we all love India equally. And definitely one must really
not judge people by their names, religion but logically analyse their thoughts. | am appealing to people who find
development and patriotism in cricket and politics to make India a TRULY SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and
not just repeat it as oath and not understand the essence.
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-Gurunathagouda
To most, the imagination of an Indian village evokes a mental images characterized by stony pathways, fields
and farmers, bullock carts, separate colonies on caste basis. There exist multiple discriminations. Suralikall
village, where | was born and brought up, is no exception. The village is 8 km from Kamatagi, a city which 25km
from Bagalkot, a district place.

| do not want to go for analysis of the facts and incidents | am writing in this article. | leave the analysis part to
the readers.

What heightens the discrimination in my village is the separate O
colonies based on the caste groups; Lingayats, Kurubas, Muslims and

Dalits. However, the Kurubas families are spread all over in the village.

For dalits, there is separate colony, outskirts of the village. This gives

the feeling that they are kept away from the village. They have very

small homes; some were thatched. The surrounding environment of

their houses is not healthy. The upper caste families will dump the

animal waste. It was the responsibility of the dalits to dispose it the ‘

dead body of the animals in any home in the village. They used take

the skin off and throw the body in the open space. It was so much

pathetic to go around there. The condition was changed now.

In my village there are temples and a masjid. Anybody can access the

temples and masjid, except dalits. Till today, | have never seen a dalit has made a try to enter the temples or a
masjid. The dalits have separate goddess called Duragavva, but there is not temple built for Duragavva goddess.
The name of the Goddess itself has an image of dalit. For all the important festivals, the dalist are required to
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beat the tamate (small drum) which symbolizes that the festival has taken initiation. The dalits stand in front of
the temples beating the tamate during the celebration of the festivals. On other common days, | have seen them
waiting outside the temple for someone to give them Prasadam.

There is an open well in the village. The water is salty. The people use the water cleaning the cloth, for bath. The
people wash domestic animals. You will see the women around the well in afternoon washing clothes. All the
community people can directly access the well. They can step on the well and pull the water out using the
thread. But there is no access for the dalits. They cannot even step on the well and pull the water out. They have
to wait for someone to pull the water out and pour the water into their bucket. | have personal experiences of
pouring the water into their bucket when | was a little boy. Back at home, | used to narrate the incident with my
mother and grand ma that | touched their bucket while
pouring water. | was gently convinced saying, “You
cannot touch their buckets”. | arrogantly asked, “What
happens if | touch”.

One more extreme example of discrimination is teashop.
A Muslim runs a tea shop in the village. Villagers and
passersby drink tea in the shop. Once | was drinking tea
with my friends in the same shop. It was in the evening,
a dalit named Dalappa (45 years old, he is called Dalya in
the village by the old and the young) came to the shop
to drink tea. Looking at me he said, “Goudru, when you

have come?” he was much submissive when he asked. His voice was very low. He took a tea cup which was kept
separately and washed it and stretched hands for tea. The Muslim poured tea into the cup. Dalappa finished
tea, washed it again and kept it in the same place. This cup is reserved for all the dalits who come to drink tea.

Recently, | have been invited for dinner in Gouda’s family on a function. It is 8:00pm. | was having dinner sitting
on the hallway along with other people in the village. At the same time, group of people, most of them were
women, came in front of the home. 2-3 elderly persons called the boys who were serving dinner, asked them to
bring the food for them. They sat on the muddy ground in the dark. Sweet, rice, sambar, chapathi, bhaji and etc.
was served into their plate (they had brought plates, bowls from their homes). They are required to contribute
their service of cleaning the plates, sweeping and etc. during the family functions. Reversely, | have not seen
any person attending their family functions and marriage.

In my village, there is no single dalit who has studied 5% grade. Of course, there 2-3 dalits in my class in the
lower primary. | do not know now where they have gone, what they are doing? | do not remember that they
have fought for equal social standing. This is not only evident in my village, it is still in practice in the neighboring

<£Z.>

villages.
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Bayalu Coordinators at your place for any query or support;

Bangalore: Asha Rai - asha.rai@azimpremjifoundation.org
Yadgir: Guru Moger - guru.moger@azimpremjifoundation.org
Mandya: Gopalakrishna - gopalakrishna@azimpremjifoundation.org
Gulbarga: Gururaj Nargund - gururaj.nargund@azimpremjifoundation.org

PIs write to us with your feedback to bayalu@azimpremjifoundation.org
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