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May day and Basavanna

= Peri

May day is the world labour day. This day we celebrate the success of the labour struggle. We all know that
The poor, the labourers were treated very badly in this world. Physical work was looked down upon. People
who were doing physical work were looked down and exploited. Labourers could not tolerate this for long
and slowly they organized themselves and started fighting for their rights. This started first in the industrial-
ized countries and spread to all the countries and then the world had to bow to the demands of the workers
for a dignified life. The fight of the workers for a dignified life was not confined to just their wellbeing. It
was a fight for justice, a fight for equality and a major fight for larger humane society. It is this success of
the struggle that we are celebrating when we are celebrating the labour on the May day.

There was a time when I was thinking that this struggle was a very systematic organized and linear fight.
Slowly, I understood that the reality is very far from this understanding. The fights have been many and var-
ied. Some big, some small. Some organized, some spontaneous. Men, women, children, all have fought. Dif-
ferent communities have fought in different ways. One such struggle is led by Basavanna in 12 century.
Basavanna was born in a Brahmin community in Karnataka state. Got really frustrated with the meaningless
and exploitative traditions and customs of the society and started rebelling against it. Basavanna was able
to attract many people who themselves were frustrated with this society. Together as a community they
were able to restructure the fabric of the society.

Basavana’s greatest achievement as I see is the organizing of the labourers at that stage. In 12™ century,
Baasavanna mobilizes and fights for the workers’ rights. Basavanna builds a very strong class consciousness
of workers. His class consciousness is so strong that he can transcend the caste barriers. He fights the caste
system and works towards the annihilation of the caste system. He was very clear that in Indian society
without destroying the caste system you cannot move an inch forward. Hence, he invited people from all the
castes to join his group which he envisaged as a casteless community, a religion without caste. The workers
go on strike and stop work and the documents have details of what a pathetic state of affairs the streets of
Bijjala’s kingdom is in. There are very few struggles of this nature in History at this stage. That is why this is
a rare revolution. A revolution of the workers with class consciousness.
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May day and Basavanna (Continued )

Basavanna with the social consciousness, not only fights for workers’ rights, but, he also works on
the human spirituality. This combination of self and society is a deadly combination. It is building
from both the sides inside and outside. Unlike other revolutions this movement is very humane and
grounded in knowledge and spirituality. It appears that Basavanna was conscious of this gap, this
lacunae. He works for the workers’ rights and lifts work itself to another level when he says work is
worship. There is a lot of work on self that happens. Ordinary people are able to transform them-
selves. Ordinary people are able to lift themselves with their understanding of this society and self.
The reflection and the critique of these people on this society is commendable work. They avoided
Sanskrit and started creating literature in their vernacular, their own language which became very
close to the people and are popular to this day!

His greatest contribution was that he was able to create abundant space for the growth of the ordi-
nary people who joined him. The transformation of the people is simply mind blowing. Cobbler,
washer-man, boatman, potter, farmers . . . everyone became a Saint! That was the power of Basa-
vanna. Was this workers revolution a success or a failure? Nobody can answer this in straight YES or
NO. If we see how he was forced to leave the kingdom along with his followers, how he was tricked
and killed, how everything collapsed immediately after his murder... or death, it is surely a failure. If
after so many centuries his ideals are still living and there is a huge following. If his thoughts and
philosophy has been alive all these years, we should definitely conclude that it is successful. Among
the leaders of the world, he is the greatest leader who fought for the workers’ rights and workers
wellbeing. Among the philosopher he is one of the philosopher who democratized spirituality to the
core and grounded it in physical labour. When people in the labour movement were working for
numbers, the scale, Basavanna worked on depth! He worked on each person’s transformation,
where this human transformation became a social movement! On this May Day I salute this great
spiritual fighter who transformed the society of his time!
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Catching fishes

-Gowtham H S, Yadagir

This event was took over when | am studying in 6th standard in the core malnad region of koppa taluk,
at the place Narve. | was an elder person among three brothers who plan to catch fishes from the live
stream not to eat but to pet those. So i planned an event to exhibit after our semester exams. Finally
we completed our all exams and for these events usually our parents do prohibition, so we without
getting to their presence we did it. Usually our parents prefer to rest at afternoon and this time was
found very best for us. We took only a single water bottle and gone towards the stream and stream
was also very thinner. After going to it we came to know that we could have brought small nets or
clothes, but we start scolding and each other for not bringing those. Than we start to catch fishes by
bare hands, you could have imagined that situation. Without the absence of the world we get into ac-
tion. We didn't concentrated on time which was not a matter at that time. The action gone through
until evening without any earning. Then a person who work in my house came towards me and said
your father is looking over you through entire village. Than at the meantime we found a person who
was coming from a mile towards us but we didn't concentrated much on him. But when he came near-
by we realized him as our father. Then we gave work for our legs, through an alternative way we re-
turned to our house but it was a bad day! it was also got locked by mother at front door, who went
present through backdoor without coming to our presence. Our heart plundered ruthlessly, father is
coming and front door locked..! But he didn't came towards us instead he also gone through back-
doors. We also inspected backdoor before but it was also locked. Then we simply awaited, finally |
heard a sound of a vessel from inside. Finally we came to know that we are in a trap then after an

hour they opened all doors without a single word.
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Please Contact Bayalu Team

S Name Mail id
Ne.
1 Raghavendra Herle G. raghavendra.herle@azimpremjifoundation.org
2 Showrish Kudkuli showrish.kudkuli@azimpremjifoundation.org
3 Benny Mathews benny.mathews@azimpremjifoundation.org
4 Chikkaveeresha S. V. chikkaveeresha.v@azimpremjifoundation.org
5 Lakshmidevi lakshmidevi@azimpremjifoundation.org
6 Gopalakrishna Induguli gopalakrishna@azimpremjifoundation.org
7 Yathiraj Sharma yathiraj.sharma@azimpremjifoundation.org
8 Naganand GV nagananda.gv@azimpremjifoundation.org
9 RaviBT ravi@azimpremjifoundation.org
10 Niranjan Sravade niranjan.sarvade@azimpremjifoundation.org
11 Sudharshan K sudharshan.k@azimpremjifoundation.org
12 Shivaji shivaji.ganpatrao@azimpremjifoundation.org
13 Lohit lohitashwa.chamanoor@azimpremjifoundation.org
14 Giridhar Vaidya giridhara.vaidya@azimpremjifoundation.org
15 Muzamimml muzammil.mahaldar@azimpremijifoundation.org
16 Shivukumar shivukumar@azimpremjifoundation.org
17 Gangadhar.Swamy gangadhar.swamy@azimpremjifoundation.org
18 Pradeep Kumar pradeep.kumar@azimpremjifoundation.org
19 Swathi Subramanya swathi.subramanya@azimpremjifoundation.org
20 Shivakumara Swamy shivakumara.swamy@azimpremjifoundation.org
21 Gundappa Katekar gundappa.katekar@azimpremijifoundation.org
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