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Paradoxes in terming the State as Secular

— Ravindra Jain, Dist. Institute Mandya

Recent assembly election result has witnessed a greatest haywire in terms of forming the gov-
ernment in the state of Karnataka. The talk of the town was that the ‘caste’ has played a major
role in electioneering of the state. Prime facie, it appeared to be true to some extent. In midst
of these discussions, a fundamental question that popup in the mind is that-is Secularism is
working in India. Is State or Government has succeed in separating itself from religious affairs
and acting as Dharma Neerapekshitha (religious neutrality) in the real sense? To understand

gamut of Secularism, we should dive to the concept of secularism.

Secularism is broadly keeps governance unpretentious of religious affairs. Meaning, the individ-
uals in the state can practice, profess and propagate one’s religious thoughts. It also mean that
the subjects of state can be a non-believers in faith. So, the bottom-line is that the State do not

discriminate its subjects on the grounds of faith.

But this principle of secularism is seems to be vicious in itself. Because, the state’s neutrality in
religious affairs in de facto- is not possible. The Reason is that, the government-a key entity of
the State is formed out of the population of State (another key entity of State). If people of the

State remains unsecular, one cannot expecting the formation of secular government anyway.

For above argument, one of the classical examples is functioning of Indian democracy. Indian
democracy after all having democratically elected government, one cannot term the govern-
ment as Secular one. Because, the very electioneering process involves the calculation of sub-
caste, caste and religious identity. Therefore, saying that State said to be secular only if it is

‘religiously neutral’- is something which may not have a validity in itself.

So, now a question comes that how to make a State into secular state in real its terms and prac-
tices. The simple answer would be inculcating the values of secularism among-st the subjects of
state (people of the state). To broaden it, creating space where in people develop scientific
temper and rationality over the addiction to the supernatural explanations; creating the culture

of plurality, inclusivity and religious diversity; audacity within for humanism.

So, in-principle, instead of State’s neutrality, the State’s proactivity is needed in developing Sec-
ular Society. One of the best ways of inculcating the secular features in its subjects is developing
an Education System in which Secular features are discussed at all levels(mainly curriculum
which aiming on developing rationale, pluralistic, inclusive, humanistic individuals). Therefore,
the bottom-line is, to have a democratic, socialistic government in place, the prerequisite would

be having the Secular subjects rather than having Secular State.

(Issue 70, June 2018)
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Blackboard - A Window to the World

-Akshatha S Belludi, District Institute Koppal

Blackboard is a vital tool in our work as teachers if used effectively it can
' be a window from the classroom to the world.

It’s easier for a child to connect itself to what it could see, touch and
feel, if these could be brought into the classroom via the medium of the
board it is one of the best way to engage the children of diverse learning
types.

Consider the below example; Different drawings are used to introduce
the vocabulary for the objects the child commonly sees like boy and girl, different trees, action words,
concept of pronouns, various expressions, different hair styles, ornaments worn, parts of the body etc..

The more creative the teacher gets the more enjoying the learning becomes consider for example instead
of using the normal man for introducing the body parts the above example uses the monster to trigger
interest in the child.

Sentence tables can also be used to describe the function of different organs of the monster.
Sentence Tables:

Learning happens when the information is repeated multiple times
but in various contexts. Sentence tables are the effective tools to
achieve this.

Consider the below examples.

Various questions in different contexts could be written on the black-
board and the child could be asked to repeat the same and ask each

other similar questions taking turns. This would enable the child to come up with various sentences and
create a need for it to know the vocabulary for asking and answering various questions.

Vocabulary for various animals, birds, trees, vehicles could be introduced in the similar fashion.

Prepositions, tenses which are difficult to introduce to the children because of their abstractness could
be easily introduced by using the below method.

The first instance is about the scene in the forest which existed before and after the tiger enters it. Chil-
dren could be encouraged to elicit a story around the pictures and suitable vocabulary could be intro-
duced. This would also help them trigger their imagination.

Second picture could be used to introduce prepositions like up, below,
around, then, next etc. like the following way first the parrot flew
though the mango tree then it flew into the palmyrah tree after that the
parrot flew though the tamarind tree next the parrot flew around the fir
tree finally the parrot flew under the coconut tree.

Children could be encouraged to create stories in similar contexts like
the third picture to reinforce the use of various grammatical constructs.

(Issue 87, November 2019)
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Kotreshi Kanasu — review of a Kannada movie on school education

-Sreekanth Shreedharan, Dist. Institute Bangalore

This review is prompted by the feeling of dissatisfaction at having said to a few colleagues after watch-
ing the movie, that despite it’s apparent descriptive accuracy, the movie disappoints. This comment
neither does full justice to what is good in the movie, nor clarifies the core issue, both of which are
elaborated below.

Kottreshi Kanasu is a movie directed Na. Chandrasekhar based on a story by Kum. Veerabhadrappa.
The story portrays Kotra, a Dalit boy doing well in securing a 1*' Class in Grade 7 against all odds. He
doesn’t have any of the social and cultural capital to make this happen, as we can see in the impover-
ished hut, where he lives with no signs of any books, newspaper or magazines, his possibly illiterate
parents and neighbours. He also works in the house of the local Gowda family, who seems to have an
ambiguous relation to him. He works in their house for a small earning and they share both an inner
core of affection and outer core of the maintenance of certain caste and social distinctions, like giving

him coffee in a separate glass.

Of special note is that even if there is a discrimination at the village level, the school is as far it is
shown, an equitable space, where all children sit with each other, and the school master is fair, com-
petent and compassionate. He seems to remind of John Dewey’s thoughts on how the school should
create a space where the child can experience a democratic way of being, which may often not be
available in the outside community. (The later portrayal of the master who is unable to not discrimi-
nate against Kotra even in his own house, only reinforces the value of the space the school provides

even more)

At his success after Grade 7, his parents and community rejoice and dream of his going on to do well in
later life and hopefully become an officer. In a dream sequence, the suite-booted Kotra returns to the
village in a car, and the Gowda runs behind him with a garland. This is like the so-called Freudian
dream, where the repressed desires find its fulfillment. However the expression of desire in overt cele-
brations, which culminate in the Gowda’s house have an air of triumphalism to it. There are multiple
jibes at other children including the Gowda’s, who only got a 3" class. This elicits tough retribution,
where Kotra is thrown out of his work at the Gowda house and also severely physically harassed by

another localite by being forced to smoke a cigarette.

Kotra doesn’t yet fully grasp the sudden change in his situation, where he is not only harassed but also
isolated by his school friends, as they are also cross with him for being ridiculed at their low perfor-

mance. Kotra develops high anxiety of going to High School based on all this.

The subsequent part of the movie shows the parents and their desperate attempts to get him to agree
and then have to deal with the aided school management in paying fees and overcoming various cal-
culated roadblocks created to keep Kotra out. The situation is as hopeless as they are desperate. Even-
tually Kotra’s father goes on a hunger strike, and the heightened tension causes a few of their commu-

nity to show aggression to which the elite of the village respond by torching their huts!
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Eventually different arms of the State intervene by design and by chance. The police exert some control
over the village elites. Meanwhile an aide and mentor takes Kotra to Bangalore to meet various politi-
cians and officials, in the end reaching none other than the Education Minister. Orders are sent from
“above” and now the local officials, school management and local elites have no option but to comply
and eventually “Kotra Highschoolige Seriddu” which is also the name of the story based on which the film

is made.

For a film, possibly based in the 70s or 80s and made in 1994, Kotreshi Kanasu shows a remarkable level
of social commitment in choosing an important topic and doing justice to it in a certain sense. It tells a
story that is as important as it is believable and through a host of likeable characters, it portrays the issue
with poignancy. However every movie made on such a cause cannot also be an artistic or literary high-
point and one needs to appreciate it for what it is, a genuine, well-intentioned movie, that is not easy to

forget.

However the only crib is that, having brought the audience to the threshold of such an important issue a
little more attention to certain aspects would have helped. The community of the protagonists’ is painted
in somewhat pastel shade of having no other dimension to life than getting Kotra to high School. Such
selective attention doesn’t bring out the different layers of their life. The jubilation of the community at
Kotra’s success is probably an accurate description of what may happen. And the power display that one
finds there is certainly to be seen as a response to the way the relations are shaped by the local elite,
where any discourse has to be on the basis of power and every ritual has to explicitly reinforce the hierar-
chy. However in painting only such a dialectic of power and counter-power, the movie misses out on the
possibility of establishing a different discourse, which may not be a portrayal of what is journalistically
possible, but of what is philosophically imaginable. After all is all great art to be mere representation? It is
the absence of this that causes the movie to finally require the God’s avatar, which in this case is in the

form of a Vishnu Vardhan cameo and a gift right from the Education Minister.

This is why the movie, as much as it invites us to the threshold of the house of a normatively superior
possibility, doesn’t end up giving us the coffee in the cup of the household. Instead it disappoints us by

serving us in the cup of mere power discourse. Lucky Kotra, but what of the 1000s of similar others?
Benny, Bangalore

This is my first ever attempt at writing about a movie. That too after just one viewing and a lousy one at

that. | am not sure how relevant what | say to the purpose of the movie.

The review is a well-written analysis of the movie. What | like the most is the way the synopsis of the
storyline presented. It, while giving a fair understanding of the theme and the development of the plot,
also touches upon the larger social issues the movie attempts to portray (the neatly segregated lives of
the social life of Kotra and his community as contrasted with that of the local elites) as well as some psy-
chological aspects of some individual characters as well the not-so-easy-to-define relationship between
some of the characters (the conflicting personality of the school master; the ambiguous relationship the

Gowda family has with Kotra).

The review clearly states that every movie made on a cause as the Dalit’s right to education cannot be an

artistic or literary high-point and one needs to appreciate it for what it is, a genuine and well-intentioned
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movie, which is not easy to forget. However, it would have been better if the review also had mentioned,
at least in passing, some of the aesthetically and artistically jarring aspects of the movie as well. Perhaps,
the review is written basically from the point of view of the ‘art for society’s sake school’ of aesthetics.
Nevertheless, it may not be totally wrong to say that there’s not much of extraordinary acting by any of
the actors. Even an accomplished artiste like Dattatreya doesn’t inspire much. Especially when one thinks
of his later stellar performances in movies like ‘Bettada Jeeva’ and ‘Mounie’. (Probably such performanc-
es were a later maturation of the actor in him.) The whole movie appears to be a plain story telling with-
out leaving much to the imagination of the interpretation of the viewer. In other words, it seems that
everything is ‘said’, where much should/could have been ‘shown’.

It seems that at times, the director laboriously tries to fit in certain scenes to put across a social and po-
litical message, which seems to affect the organic flow of the story (One instance could be the scene
where a man gets impressed by what Kottra tells his mother about the polluted water in the temple pond
and handing him over a book with the picture of Ambedkar on its cover). If one remembers the frozen
frame with which the Marathi movie Fundri (which also deals with a similar theme), one could think of

the alternative possibilities of ending the movie in a more symbolic and open-ended way.

Having said all these, | do believe that the movie has to be appreciated for what it was trying to do al-
most three decades ago when the social and political awareness about the Dalit cause was not at a level
as it is now. It is sure that if Na. Chandrashekhar were to make a movie today on the same theme, his

treatment of it — both thematically and artistically — would be much more refined and sophisticated.
Shilpa, Bangalore

Another point that adds consistency to the Teacher’s story is, when Kotra’s friends are cross with him, all

those scenes are outside the school. Of course, they had finished 7" and going to 8" so holidays mostly.

Teacher’s role has been portrayed idealistically. How, even being aware of holiness of the pond, how Ko-

tra talks scientifically.
And even takes action during the baba scene and rescues Arjuna, his pet.

Could be the wave of “scientific thinking” during the times of when the movie was made.

Issue 82, June 2019
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Place Value of a Number
- Bibi Raza Khanam, Dist. Institute Koppala

Lot of discussion happens when we talk on the concept of place value which | have experienced
while discussing it with teachers and even with our members. There are very strong beliefs and un-
derstanding on the use of place value to learn numbers and basic operations. Two of the points
which | found repeatedly in the discussions are, firstly Place value is used to introduce the number
10 and above and second one is only with the help of place value basic operations are done. On
these two points, we need to first understand the importance of conceptual understanding rather
than focusing more on number representation and algorithms. Because when it comes to introduc-
ing the number 10 to child, it is important to build the concept of 10 concretely as we do for num-
bers 1 to 9 and then the concept of place value helps to represent the number 10. We need to un-
derstand the purpose of using place value to represent a quantity in the form of a number, it is not

to learn numbers.

! We all know very well about the place value in terms of

multiples of 10’s used in Decimal number system having
base 10. If we need to represent the quantity in the ab-
stract form of mathematical symbols such as we count

twenty eight children present in the class that has to be

written as 28 in which child should be able to understand

| Remeoer : HEHE it as an whole number 28 (2 in the place of tens so its val-
Eoch place volve is 0 Himes more than the next place ,
e ue is 20 and 8 is in the place of units, hence the total rep-

resented quantity is 28) not as 2 and 8 which may mislead

to total of 10. Another example as, | purchase a bag for
Rupees two hundred and sixty which will be represented as 260. Here the child should understand
value of a number and proper representation using place value as 200+60+0= 260, some of the chil-
dren use to write it as 200+60=20060 where child know to represent 200 and 60 but facing a chal-
lenge in addition. So, it becomes very important to understand in which stage child is facing a prob-
lem then only we will be able to build the concept of representation of a number.

And we need to understand the difference between place value and face value and also the im-
portance of number composition and decomposition. Here let us consider the number nine hundred

which is three digit number comprising of 9, 2 and 8. In place Vﬂlue
this, 9 is in place of hundreds representing 9 x 100= 900, 2 |Hundreds Tens Ones

in place of tens representing 2 x 10= 20 and 8 in place of

and twenty eight that is represented in numeral as 928

ones representing 8 x 1=8 which makes a total of
900+20+8= 928. So the place value of 9 is 900, place value
of 2 is 20 and place value of 8 is 8. But face value repre-

sents numerical value of that particular digit such as in this
number, face value of 9 is 9 itself, face value of 2 is 2 and face value of 8 is 8 which does not depend
on the place of the digit in a number. When we look up to this number 928 suddenly it comes to our
mind that it consists of 900+20+ 8 as we are stick on to this method of place value of representing
numbers in decimal number system. But cant this number be made of 464+464 or 508+420 or

30



588+340 or 232+232+232+232 or 820+108 etc.. ? Off course it is possible and we get so many possible
compositions of this number in that 900+20+8 is one of them. We all are just focusing on place value ra-
ther giving importance for number composition and decomposition. Another simple example | used to
say is about number 15, most of us say it as 10+5. Why can’t it be taught as 9+6, 4+11, 7+8, 12+3 etc
which promotes child thinking and enhance the idea of constructing a number.

Double Digit Subtraction Double Digit Addition

_|_

T N ! \ WY oy

3
il
2

e ._Fi.

When we talk about place value, one more belief is for solving algorithms of basic operations under-
standing of place value is must. And many of us say child faces challenge in learning basic operations if
he/she has not learnt place value properly. Once the child learns the number representations and start
solving algorithms based on place value method, we can notice some of these issues in understanding
the concept and solving the problem meaningfully. Let us take an example of addition and subtraction of
36 and 12. Look at the below image which represents the way some of us teach and child learns on it ac-
cordingly. Here 36 is split up as 3 and 6 and 12 id split up as 1 and 2 rather than considering it as an whole
number. We ask the child to remove 2 from 6 and 1 from 3 not as removing 12 from 36 in first case and
in second case we ask child to add 2 to 6 and 1 to 3 to get the answer rather than saying it as add 12 to
36. Actually 2 is removed from 6 and 10 is removed from 30 to get the difference of 24 if we go algorith-
mically in first case and 2 is added to 6 and 10 is added to 30 to get the total of 48 in second case.

The same problem can be solved with different strategies like

36-10 gives 26 then subtracting 2 from it gives 24

30-10 gives 20 and then 6-2 gives 4 which makes 20+4=24,

36-6=30- 6=24 or 36-6-6= 24

36-2=34-10=24 etc
Similarly we find different strategies of solving addition problem by number composition in which place
value is one of the type. Let us think on this for multiplication and division also. Learning is important and
should happen meaningfully. Mathematical learning should happen conceptually from concrete to ab-

straction by using the situational strategies to get the different solution strategies which promote child
thinking but many of us are sticking up just to algorithms which has to overcome.

(Issue 96, August 2020 )
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Need for Sustainability in Innovations
- Rajesh S Mahantmath, Dist. Institute Vijayapura

We live in an age where everything seems to be constantly changing. People are crazy about new things.
They want to purchase or construct new houses, taste new types of food, try different styles of clothing,
and use the latest gadgets available in the market and so on. Thanks to economic reforms, market poli-
cies and an increase in the purchasing power of the people, increasing number of people are beginning
to afford these things. This has heralded a good time for companies and innovators to come up with new
products. Modern marketing and communication techniques help to spread word about the new prod-
ucts and advertising plays its part in convincing people that these products are “necessary” for them.

Of late, we have become highly consumeristic. Our social status is determined by the products we use
and consume. Increase in demand for new products spurs innovators to develop newer and better prod-
ucts. This has flooded our markets with a large number and variety of products. There is an increasing
trend among people mindlessly purchasing products even if they do not need or require them. When we
do not use those products we gather what may be called a deadstock and the amount we have spent on
them is dead investment. We do not give a second thought to the socio-economic and environmental
implications of our spree of innovations.

Through our innovations we have achieved feats which would have been unimaginable two centuries
ago. Our technology has enabled us to satisfy our needs with the least efforts and in the least time com-
pared to our ancestors. It has enabled us to perform our tasks more accurately too. But, there are side
effects. Large scale manufacturing of goods puts undue pressure on natural resources. Day by day natu-
ral resources are becoming scarce and precious. Increase in the rate of production has led to depletion
of natural resources and pollution.

Development of such innovations has also resulted in unemployment, unrest and stress. We are never
satisfied with our innovations and we keep developing better and complex technologies. We are tempt-
ed by the prospect of a more comforts. Gradually, instead of technology remaining a tool in our hands
we become puppets in the hands of the technological innovations created by ourselves. We must try to
understand that a time will come when the resources that sustain our technology are exhausted out in-
novations will be useless. As our technologies become more complex, we need to have more intelligent
and innovative people to use it. There are always very few people who are exceptionally intelligent and
who can control and manage innovative technologies. Such a scenario can be quite dangerous as it may
lead to technocracy.

We have to be cautious while using technology and judiciously decide to what extent we ought to de-
pend on our innovations. Today we are able to travel at amazing speeds from one place to another, we
have devised cures for previously impossible ailments, and we are able to communicate with people in
every nook and corner of the earth and so on. But, we also have nuclear missiles that can reduce all life
on earth in to ashes.

We have to be careful that our innovations are sustainable. Our innovations should empower us and not
endanger our growth and survival. Sustainable innovations need not be less effective or less magnificent.
For example, just recall the numerous beautiful monuments erected by our ancestors all over the world.
We need not stop or curb our urge to innovate. But, we have to take lessons in sustainability from the
time tested practices of our ancestors. (Issue 65, January 2018)
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Revisiting the Gandhian Understanding of Leadership,

his Ideas, and Values for a better World
-Sanjay Daniel, Dist. Institute-Ballary

India has witnessed numerous forms and patterns of leaderships throughout its epochs. The early rule of our so-
ciety was both monarchical and republican in nature. However, the continuity of republican leadership in Early
India after the formation of State-based political system is still debatable. But, the changes in its Historical con-
texts which gave rise to public-dependent governance cannot be ignored completely. Due to India’s exposure to
multiple rulings, the periodization of Indian History becomes complex and laborious to understand. James Mill’s
interpretation of Indian history by dividing it into three major phases (Ancient India — ruled by the Hindus, Medi-
eval India —ruled by the Muslims and Modern India — ruled by the British) is commonly accepted. Universities of
our present time which follows this idea of periodization fails to provide us the holistic picture of our pasts. Ro-
mila Thapar, a noted Historian of India has criticized Mill’s periodization of Indian History and has provided us
with periodization which suits a diversified Nation like India. Dividing History based on religion to manipulate the
minds of the people of India by setting up one community against the other was one of the ambition of Colonial
Historiography and its consequences are felt in India even today. Therefore, only deeper Historical enquiries pro-
vide true stories of our pasts and the stories developed through Historical methods solves the issues of the pre-
sent.

Though the Indian polity was complex, few monarchs and ministers or few philosophers and reformers are re-
membered and cherished today. Few such leaders have remained in the lives of Indians. What we feel when we
hear about of Asoka may not be the same for Bindusara or What we feel when we hear about Akbar may not be
the same for Muhammad Azam Shah. Similarly, Indian Freedom Struggle has given us leaders belonging to differ-
ent ideologies, regions and those leaders have also used varied languages in which they used to address the
gatherings. But, only a few have remained in the hearts of Indians today and each one of us have the capacity to
explain the connection between one’s own life with the chosen leader. For me, Bapu is such a leader in whose
leadership | see Equality, Empathy and Certainty.

Bapu, who disbelieved in the strength of force and violence, had a unique world view when compared to the
leaders of the time. He gained this from his personal experiences and readings. His meek voice and a height of
5.3 feet was often seen as drawbacks of becoming a leader. His ideas such as ‘Sathyagraha’ and ‘Non — Violence’
were seen as excuses of the weak. The Film ‘Gandhi’ directed by Richard Attenborough in which Ben Kingsley
plays the role of the Mahatma, inspires me each time | watch the film.

Generally, the interests of children during their school days are different from the ideas of their adult age. When
| screened the movie ‘Gandhi’ for my students, they were more appealed to Bhagat Sigh or Azad’s idea of leader-
ship with little or no awareness of their socialist stands. The calling of Revolution and usage of Violence to attain
Freedom attracts them initially. | remember Apostle Paul’s words in one of his letters to the Corinthians in the
Bible 1 Corinthians 13:11 — ‘When | was a child, | talked like a child, | thought like a child, | reasoned like a child.
When | became a man, | put the ways of childhood behind me’ — In a way, every individual’s perceptions evolve
periodically. Gandhi in his political career believed in providing political consciousness to the people prior to
gaining freedom, without which the understanding of independence becomes meaningless. This does not mean
to say that he refused to fight for Independence from the brutality of the imperial rule. But, primarily his ap-
proaches were to make each individual aware about the idea of Freedom.

Bapu was a peripatetic. Prior to his statements on any political or social issue, the tour which he takes up with
specific objectives and the connections that he makes with the real issues in the field would make his observa-
tions reflective and reliable. The understanding of Gandhi was therefore directly from the field unlike other lead-
ers. However, his writings nearly come up to nine volumes and he can be regarded as one such leader who spent
ample time in writing. We come across a lot of people in the intellectual and political field, who either restrict
themselves to the actual field without understanding the scholarships on the area of study or limit oneself to
reading the theories of the field without understanding it in reality. Therefore, the idea of ‘Praxis’ which means
each of our practices or activities performed with prior understanding becomes important. Gandhi was one such
leader who practiced his principles.
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Gandhi’s ideas on ‘Religion’ and Contribution to the unity of Hindus and Muslims which he addressed as
‘Communal Harmony’ or his understanding of modernization resulting in actions like that of using

‘Charaka’ as a symbol of our National Movement reveals us the nature of his leadership. In fact, the design of our
National Flag and its orderly representation of colour was a collaborative design of Pingali Venkayya, who was an
Andhra Congressman, Lal Hansraj and Bapu. Ramachandra Guha, a noted Historian of Modern India in his book,
Gandhi: The years that changed the world — mentions that — “P. Venkayya, who for several years had been pressing
Gandhi to adopt a ‘National’ Flag for the nation-in-the-making. This time too Venkayya made the same proposal,
but in the design he offered, Gandhi ‘saw nothing to stir the nation to its depths’. Then Lal Hansraj of Jullundur sug-
gested that the spinning wheel should find a place on the Swaraj Flag. Gandhi was struck by the suggestion, and
asked Venkayya to give him a design containing a spinning wheel on a background of saffron (denoting Hindu) and
green (denoting Muslim). The enthusiastic Venkayya produced a design in three hours. Gandhi looked at it, and
realized that a colour was also needed for the other religions of India. He suggested white be added to the saffron
and the green. For, Hindu-Muslim unity is not an exclusive term; it is an inclusive term, symbolic of the unity of all
faiths domiciled in India. If Hindus and Muslims can tolerate each other, they are bound to tolerate all other faiths.’
Gandhi further suggested the order in which the colours should be placed: white first, next green, finally saffron, in
progressive order of numerical importance, the idea being that the strongest should act as a shield to the weakest’'.
Eventually, the white was placed in the middle, between the saffron and the green, the two major religions sym-
bolically surrounding and protecting the others.”

Mahatma was fully aware that understanding the local issues and seeking for solutions from the people belonging
to the locality by participating in the local-governance is an important practice in Democracy. His strong belief that
the people of the ‘Grama’ are the ones who understand the difficulties better was his trust in the common people.
Few theories which are considered to solve the larger issues fails drastically due its lesser understandings of the
micro issues of the locality. In fact, Gandhi was one of the leader who initiated the people-based movements dur-
ing India’s Freedom Struggle. Though the efforts of the Early Nationalists gave us an intellectual framework to our
struggle, the attempts to bring it amongst the Indian masses could only be seen in the Gandhian phase. His faith in
involving people in the decision making processes and being transparent in his thoughts and actions were two
main reasons which helped him to mobilize larger number of people for the cause of our Freedom. Sometimes, |
have observed common people talking to each other about the failures of their organizational programs due to less
importance given to the views of the people while taking some important decisions. In our work spaces or in fami-
lies we all have seen few individuals who give attention to every individual member’s thoughts and we tend to de-
velop a workable rapport with them. A Democratic lifestyle even in smaller units of society brings greater meaning
to people’s lives. Bapu’s career and lifestyle was indeed based on the Spirit of Democracy.

Guha’s recent biographical work, Gandhi — The years that changed the world — is a phenomenal articulation of
Bapu’s life. He mentions few interesting aspects of Mahatma'’s life. One such narrative in the book which informs
us about his leadership skill is about the increase in the number of members in the Indian National Congress. The
members by 1920 had increased up to two million after Bapu took over the leadership. His ideals which sought to
bring people together for a cause pressurized the British-Raj to grant us independence. Remember, Joseph Stalin
(1878 — 1953) who led the USSR, which was already a free country and who was also a contemporary of Gandhi
was responsible of killing tens of millions during his regime. What makes them different? and What are the sources
on which their understanding of leadership and methods to achieve their goals originated? Are some of the crucial
guestions that we need to ask.

The contributions of Gandhi to 21% century India is beyond our imagination. His love for Humanity and Respect for
every individual irrespective of the caste, religion or gender she or he belongs is truly a character of a Modern
Democratic Leader. He was able to encourage new leaderships like that of Vallabhbhai Patel, Jawaharlal Nehru and
B.R Ambedkar though he had differences with some of their political leanings. His mobilization of people for
any cause was not based on religion or caste. He cannot be traced as a leader of a single community and thus can
be called as one of the Maker of Modern India, whose identity is not that of Singularity. Therefore, he lives in eve-
ry one of us irrespective of the community we belong. And every citizen of this Country will need his principles to
have a life of Equality, Empathy and Certainty.

(Issue 80, April 2019)
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