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Breaking the silence
-Peri

My village is disturbed, anxious and uncomfortable. Recently in the nearby town it witnessed a communal
riot. We are not new to communal disturbances; we had witnessed a lot of communal disturbances in the
recent past. But, the recent one was very different. Two youths were killed in that. Youths from two
different communities. The most disturbing thing was the glorification of the violence. The second youth’s
death/murder was celebrated openly by a huge group of people. It was the procession of men carrying the
body of the deceased. In that the sloganeering men were dancing. Then carrying their leader on their
shoulders. It was in contrast to the mourning of the relatives of the deceased. | think the leader even made
a speech.

The media spoke to the father of this murdered youth. He was a sad person, shocked and responded
saying, “l don’t want anything. | want my son. Nobody was able to save him. Leave me alone.” The media
gave all sorts of hyper news in those days. But, the fact is that the youth after being attacked and was in a
pool of blood, when many were viewing the scene and clicking pictures, it was an auto-rickshaw driver of
the “other” community who took him by his auto to a hospital for treatment. He was from the so called
“opposite community”. No media reported and glorified this story. A human interest story which had the
potential to halt the frenzy for fight and violence, and bring peace in that disturbed situation was
neglected.

Let me also tell you that this is the same place where a strong struggle for workers unity was fought and
won against the exploitative beedi industry owners and contractors. This is the place which elected a left
MLA who was influential in Devaraj Urs government, who contributed significantly to the “land to the
tiller” act. A very strong people’s movement was being built in this place. What happened in this place
known for communal harmony? We have places of worship where both the communities go to pray. We
have sacrifices offered from villages to the shrines of both communities with equal respect and reverence.
What happened?

There are plenty of analysis on why a communal riot happens. They point towards so many reasons, mainly
economic and political. The studies on the riots say that most of the communal riots are planned and
executed. Executed with political and economic interest. But, it also points out another very revealing fact
that the group involving in flaring the sentiments is always very small. How come it grows to such an
alarming tragedy? All the studies points to the involvement of in the fringe people, the unemployed
lumpens and the anti-social elements.

The most crucial element which flares the violence in communal riots is the silence of the majority. The
people, ordinary people, who does not want violence, do not do anything. They just let it happen, let it go,
let it pass. They avoid it, they run away from it, with reason, but, that silence of the majority is the killer.
Should we be silent?

All major personalities of the world who worked towards harmony of the society have proactively involved
in the grassroots with the people in stopping the hatred and violence. They worked towards the harmony
of the people. There is no other way. There is no short cut. We will have to break this silence and get
involved. We need to work with people exposing the lies. Exposing the propaganda that one community
is a threat to the other community. We need to start speaking in person and in open. We need to get
engaged with people. And in our engagement we need to start this conversation. Without fear and with
confidence.



We need to bring people together and show that we are not born to fight each other. The nature of the
Nature is cooperation and helping each other. We need to start participating in forums, platforms, public
spaces and demonstrate what we believe. We need to reflect on our beliefs and sharpen it. We need to
create an alternative narrative and break this silence.
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Towards all round destruction...???
-Rajesh S Mahantmath

We all say that our society is undergoing a lot of development! True isn’t it? Almost everything that we may
wish for is available in the markets today. We enjoy numerous products which satisfy our five senses. How
come In spite of all this we also see a number of problems all around us? Some countries are still
underdeveloped for example Somalia in Africa. One may understand the problems faced by these countries
due to their underdevelopment. One may also understand the problems faced by certain developing
countries such as India. But then, how come the developed countries too have many problems of their own.
Take the example of the US or the UK. They are the models of development. But, the people in such countries
are not satisfied / content. They suffer from fear and stress. Some of them even have nightmares that some
gun wielding crazy person will shoot them dead. People are afraid to go out after sunset. People in some
countries are afraid that some nuclear strike may
reduce them to ashes. They also suffer from the
hazards of pollution. They have lot of insecurities
about their future. Many of them suffer from heart
disease, blood pressure, cancers etc. The percentage
of single parent families is rising due to increase in
divorces. Due to neglect by the elders the children
become depressed and resort to bad habits,
addictions and violence.

The social life of people in developed countries is
disturbed due to many problems. Riots, murders and
accidents are an everyday occurrence. The huge
multinational corporations often pose a big challenge
to the governments of these developed countries.
Often the decisions taken by these governments are
dictated by the bosses of these MNCs. There are lot of
inequities in the so called developed societies.

Take for instance Japan and the US. Japan is said to be economically more stable than the US. The Japanese
workers are said to be more sincere and diligent than any other in the world. But continuously working like
a machine for long hours makes them overstressed. They resort to addictions. Some of them suffer from
schizophrenia or split personalities. Thus, the incidence of suicides due to mental stress is higher in Japan
than in the US.

It is said that it is impressed upon the minds of Japanese children and youth that their country has to remain
at the forefront of global competition in all the fields of human endeavour. The enormous stress that this
puts on the tender minds of young children leads them to commit suicides. We often read about instances
of students killing their competitors in school or attacking their teachers in the so called developed countries.

On one hand we see the decline of regard for moral values in the society and on the other we see the
immense depletion in the quality of our environment and the degradation of natural resources. Our so called
development is based on mere material progress and physical growth. More consumption implies more
development. And the craze for achieving this development has led to mindless exploitation of natural
resources and destruction of habitats leading to endangering of wildlife and pollution of all sorts. Pollution
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of air, water and soil has serious implications on the health and survival of all living beings including humans.
It is well known already that the emission of certain pollutants has caused the thinning of the ozone layer
and there is an increased incidence of different types of cancers. Over emission of greenhouse gases has
caused global warming. It has disrupted the natural cycles and caused loss of biodiversity.

On one hand we see that the per capita income, the consumption levels or the GNP of countries is increasing
and with it we see that on the other hand violence, exploitation, suicides, accidents, divorces, degradation
of resources and pollution too are increasing. If we probe deeper we may come across more problems
plaguing our society and each problem may be the subject matter of a serious research paper or perhaps
one may write a book on each one of them.

Now, the question that comes to our mind, naturally, is that when there are so many problems inside, outside
and around us “how we can say that our society is undergoing development?’- Just because our resource
consumption is increasing? Or because our per capita consumption is increasing? Or just because our GNP is
steadily rising? Then what about the increasing metal stress? Increase in addictions? Increase in violence?
Increase in divorce cases? Increase in sexual exploitation? Degradation of natural resources? Increase in
pollution? Loss of biodiversity? One has to agree that these are the fruits of our present model of
development. There is a need to seriously reconsider our idea of development and reflect upon the benefits
and hazards of our present model of development.

Unfortunately, steady rise or fall in GNP seems to be the only available and accepted yardstick of measuring
development. Because of this an increase in GNP implies development. We do not care to see how the GNP
increased, what problems arose of it and so on. A bitter truth is that we cannot measure the problems. We
may calculate the numbers of incidences of suicides, murders, exploitation etc. but it is not easy to measure
the stress and the violence. This is a complex challenge for us. Many economists and social scientists are
realizing the gravity of the problem and are regretting that we are painting an unrealistic picture of a so
called developed society using a lame yardstick.

It seems that in the name of development we are heading towards all round self-destruction. To avoid this
we need to stop equating development with mere consumption. We need to realize that consumption is one
of the means to pacify our needs and desires and not an end in itself. We need to realize that the happiness
we derive out of thoughtless consumption is short lived. If we fail to do this now we may have to regret later.
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Pleasure of Pain!!!
-Niranjan Sarvade

At a first sight don’t think this is a story of Devdas. Leave! Let me start and you shall know.

Addiction is always associated with pleasure. It is stated as the iterative act of action that pleases the senses and mind.
We have seen people addicted to drugs, to sleep, to laziness, to food, to alcohol, to other beverages, to exercise and
so on. In general to something that makes them feel relaxed and good.

The new addictions are now in view are of selfies, smartphones, internet, social media and few others.

But the addiction to pain perplexes me. The addiction to the action that gives pain seem to me as a taboo. Yes, the
addiction that | am talking is associated with the pleasure due to pain. The pain that comes through the punishment,
has intrigued and left me breathless.

As an associate, the school visit was on my part. | have been in contact with private school children in my past and
have always learnt that punishment is a painful and rather dreadful sensation. | have been undergoing punishments
of all intensities and grades for years. | have been naughty all th e life, for which | shall never regret unless due to
punishments. Coming back to the incident that made me write this.

As | was mentioning of the school visits, | used to go to a rural school (I don’t like to disclose the details) where the
strength of each class exceeds 40. Few class even had 50 and above. The incident so happened, | was engaging students
with science in the morning class. The children were happy and fresh. Everything was calm and happy. Amid this beauty
and joy of learning suddenly we heard a scream “No! Sir Please don’t! | beg pardon”- a student was harsh-fully getting
beaten up by a teacher. The teacher held the child with one hand, let him hang and used a raw stick freshly cut from
the trees. The child was screaming and begging pardon mentioning that the mistake shall not be repeated.



The teacher kept it on for a while. | intervened and tried to stop this abiotic behaviour. Even after my intervention to
stop him he didn’t. My heart rugged under the bones and muscles, the breath was swift and the body shivering.

For is as a saying “Which goes around, comes around” or “As you sow, so shall you reap” comes to mind when one
learns that the trees that gave teacher the raw, fresh and wonderfully elastic stick; fit for thrashing was or is part of
the tree that the children have been planting along years. Is that the way the “Karma” works. | was wondered to see
the parents of the child standing beside with anger. Wondered because even the parents of the child that got the
whoop, were encouraging teacher to use his physical strength against the child for his innocent mistake of missing a
class.

The story takes a twist when on same afternoon | entered a class and asked whether they would not like to oppose
the teacher or parents who punish them. The answer literally baffled me; “ADDICTED SIR!!! We will never be
disciplined and learning unless we are punished. You won’t punish at all. If you leave we will grow undisciplined and
remain unlearned. Without out punishment we won’t feel the school.” To them punishment is a must for civilized
behaviour.

The questions were so questioning me about how has this seemed to the children? Is it due to the years or even
decades or centuries of practice of teachers leading to a change in genetic level that made this innate? Even a child of
class one was with this thought. The very thought of punishment has always been dreadful and horrible to me. But the
children of the public school here left me no less astonished, baffled and regretful for the thing that | have never
thought of.

Later as the time passed | got the chances to hear from children requesting even me to beat them. This frequented
when | remained soft and calm without whooping them even under the noisy environment. The addiction to pleasure
of pain or the habit of cruel punishment, remained so until interaction with students about to revisit and check whether
they really need punishment? Can’t they be disciplined (as community there calls it) without punishment? Is
punishment the compulsion for learning?

The interaction might have put the students in thought but their helplessness is accounted by teachers and elders.
They might have thought what my thought and statements are worth of when a teacher of so much acquaintance and
even their own parents afford it.

The complaint might work for a single teacher but the scenario will remain all over the country. | feel law and order
are for those who are irrational. Teachers are rational. How shall we help defeating the evil of punishment with no foul
to the one who is practicing it?

* %k %

10



VPOWT e Tose? (WY WOBTOT WYLZTITV?)
_@ms

ToDOW 21e BIRPIFY (DO8Feas. DT RO BOWD FeBrivy ToTH) FoWIMERY, |BIOBWT TBemon
YD QodWeN. | WRHETDN), Tov) pedriverbsl Hwees ards B303ROEd Wedrth v Bed -BPBY
Torb@sl. @BoNeSPY fndedoe FLRBHh BYad V03, FWeRtHTPIBY, 206338 0008, LOWBr] Bseerien
TogigwmerbaEod® welr smpErivel. dpabqsai BVF DBy, eI odePHte TB BRI Tetbaw) T00ds
23¥edr TogsEeNd.” and (Fom oge JorENNYRy, TRIZde Ju), VISR 5O) NoesrL, e3smrith Horie
Bl 2y Fedrivnry DDHEELTd DT FRSWIS H0W) Mo Berthddlesl. B3 ©FT FHedjord &)
D0TF, 9Bd VPERTRBRUWS rleeert Boerbug o) Boeenddes. Tde SRe Heese8 Jord F&we
BTeB0EobRY, &e30R[ BoZ BERY, vedDB rieeddties. w¥ytia wTeTmeE B8 -Tombge NYRy, Sy
ToeI0S8T ﬁadaiﬁéab& (69&3 VBB SE, @mvgdaboa)) QeRdT DT @dédoa 653&&% goiod&afdo&
279 rSG.

£ega5 B0 aiabé Toeseds F0ed+RR)HLL BeNR? D0NBR, AeeBFYWrB, &b I, abdeé ey 6%«1}
2eBIE, BOB“Te Oed| BebR I Broy Boyweri IF, Jow-Seowad wPobBe, HrHE oI JoSH| HoBS
usgobae, &0eHiEy B, ~03Y 8B0DHTRTEEBR” /Dot ~05Y BBy Hdod meey rieedny Sdsobe
BYodielesd @om Betlsl Buees LYl odeue OedodRBoBs Jelloads, 8 ) Teasead TgS0Z srivae,
Qe@Cee). 2003w Teapedobhele Wo3B “deirad” FBTees) aiabé B3eBBYS Berayehgs WOES HFJ abeari 7w
D02NBE VB e’ VoINS,

N, Pei3BoIE Wedry wBBET HpiEh V) FYBrED BTy Meheoest, LhIrioT BBty T
Beerhs Sweos 31, Hordse BedBod JAe Baodrh, FemeBE \22@oeipdodry JgeoNTNSTYY. F&3th &o3od
agrie DHR) Beedrie BROISWRY.

'.;)Rb‘;l aiabé oS TBIIED,( AATIoNEe emed.gesier 2,00 VO [ToZ, Be\wxY tled @ododaedaba DoB=oY
BreRBeoR Beo Do) BricSequ. By, Fedo B0 gleerd BrwoNodbe BeedE I, Taiee BBERY,
208D abd)a%aiémah e &zg&g. Berjewe 3¢ a3 Sori a‘ieaegabrb 29333 @daba Sabé BedodrehHode
ﬁbr‘kﬁa’ogmgd, HB0BY” wPwr] agod é§m BRAWTCR vBth I DAD Sowdd ddaéab& TOYHY. wTY
glole. ] doa?ai)ddd)d ToTe I} Joded LHAOTIeR?! D02 D ReePZ s [T. eozge weue @déd)& Sz
FeBPHP R TRB /aBE BRT 02 _Ddeedom  Jodrie aiabé Ge3m@ 8ed &OoWudIH &;’mé 20
d)dgéobahd)@dma FOLDIBOT. ze abai:géai» K063 dabé e0MDTBHE | TdEodd ﬁoa@zgabg
R oderiee 0w FToTeweN. 20110 Rid)é ad3redod BEed Hde 1000 BDROM 940 Ho&HYodhOwT.
XToeT e ToReROIYR), BI@Pde B Prdd BNLEW SBoIST|

Ve caage @ooH0BAe, SOITDEBTR £e§d mgdabad o 13) zamssqu& TR I mdsmmgg.
Ooadeodeof), TowJesFwol), QTN JEL aoocbe@mgé. doaoéoi)daba VR0 dnaidejﬁ 3den Ve T
mﬁ@ @oaﬁsdém& 001 Qe 3T, 8rd wwd gmgamdd 6m&eﬁosaoc$ egﬁéescbd)d F&dEo0r} Senadede
Beeendsd.

0T Riabé 20030 mgdSOi) Jeee  74.04% 3. ®OoW3 WIBIT PoO3T dm@w Do 23D
3)038603035086. e300 aiaioé Ve abaoéoi)ab& P8 d)aicgéoi)afod aié&émdgaig Beeenddd.

©T9se590, WOBEHE, 8TBE, §30NT BeeRed Nvod BoTweN h&k¥adn Th), VoAFPeRH @Bree ezdad DN
ReronBodr, BBaben FEbri BN, oF) BS[TRrith JeB)? Q0B V) Be3W Fdaley dwyH0Z Badadie
odpeasiedesor BBe VMISDT.

11



3R STRET 3mRAY arier

. | &7
\J NN o/
S ' N\ 7

TTECAT ST T BIG HY

T H T TE R AR )
T AT W AT S’
S-St it foret e & forer

ST FATIROT AT FTRET 11 € 1 . .
I SN @ ! FRATEA ¥ Fger

et i Ry 35 o AT -T=A FrieeT form & Sreet
G e g ST ITILST AT FTHRST 11 % 1

yfeEt st T 9
TR ThT T St TTS Y T
STTAT STHRT STt FTRIT I 3 1l

ST TS AT JTRET 1 2 )

v ) . A \ : / b
- |
- -, Y . G ) ) N .’
% . Y
@ CWA WA
@ . e‘ , .. | 3 \

N
~‘~\ = A
r 5

- " > . A
| : \ o - /
. J o ﬂ A;\\ D @
-~ ’.31 < PR
o
y %

% : S AN
od’ & A7 \u’z Q’,"A -
h‘!:ﬁ/o" /4 ‘?%g o

" 3
i/ %
J ¢ %)
il Sl .. N N
» T \

-

12



MEMORIES
-NARASIMHA MURTHY S V

Old papers sold!

Latest news of yesterday

Bartered

For a mere hundred!
Weighed and discarded.
But old school dogmas

Lay embedded

Rusting the crevices of
The mind.

No balance to weigh?

No counter to discard?

Diminishing our persona,

It simply burdens!!

Let fresh breeze blow
Allowing a rejuvenation.

Past is a stale dish

And memories are fossils.

Aett A
d

Breathe the freshness of

TODAY.

Lest they come useless
As time always frolics.

& [ ] It sweeps cobwebs.

Let it soothe the past

Not at the cost of present.
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To Chew or Swallow Whole: The Problem with Simplification
-Malavika Rajnarayan

My mother would sometimes ask me when | was a child what she should cook for our meal and | would
respond saying, “Something easy”. | was unfortunately not referring to her job being easy, but my job of
eating, being made easy. Rotis and vegetables invariably required more effort in tearing, picking up and
chewing than simple rasam and rice. Thankfully, my mother didn’t fulfil my demands often.

There is a general practice of making things simple for children so that they will understand. This also applies
to new concepts being offered to adults. They ask for an explanation, and if the explanation is not
"understood" they ask for a simplified version. The way in which knowledge is sought is very similar to a
consumer transaction, where the consumer is only satisfied if they "receive" something that fulfils their
expectations. If there is an expectation of any new knowledge, how can it be new? The consumer is rarely
willing to return with just a whiff, without knowing how it looks, where it was made and actually touching
and tasting it.
In this regard, a few lines | read by
Rabindranath Tagore reminded me very
much of an approach that | believe many
people of my grandmother's generation
followed.

“In our childhood we read every available
book from one end to the other; and both
what we understood and what we did not,
went on working within us. That is how the
world itself reacts on the child
consciousness. The child makes its own
what it understands, while that which is
beyond leads it on a step forward".

| distinctly remember my own
grandmother saying something very close
to "keeps on working within you" in the context of teaching music, and consciously kept a fair amount of
complexity in her lessons. She probably felt that even though a child may not be able to capture all of the
nuances and essences of a particular lesson, it was essential for them to be exposed to them repeatedly.
There are so many things she spoke of when | was a child, the nuanced layers of which | am only able to
discover today. There is a profound sense of value and belief that these discoveries instil in the path of
learning; while also magically extending that conversation between teacher and student into a space and
time that is independent of physical presence.

This is the power that the arts carry; and its potential can be tapped to enrich the learning experience. The
arts work a lot like embedded system technologies — they offer wonderful experiences that make it look
effortless and simple, but in actual fact, reveal many complex functions when they are examined closely.
How deep one wants to delve into those complexities is entirely up to the learner, but they must neither be
denied the possibility, nor be limited by time.

%k %k %k
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