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Teachers’ Day- A memoir of influences.

To influence and to be influenced is inevita-
ble in life. One can be both positively and
negatively influenced by interactions with
different contexts and people. Among the
various kinds of people around us, teachers
could influence us in great extent. Teachers
have the potential to influence thinking and
action of a generation. Its an honour to work
with teachers who shape a generation and
thereby contribute to nation building.

A teacher in my primary school life used to
be different. She used to be fun and engaging
in the classroom. Singing songs, having a
smiling face almost all the time, being ap-
Other
choose to have a serious face while this

proachable and loving. teachers
teacher had a good positive vibe around her.
Why has this influenced me, the very reason
for me to remember any of my primary
school interaction is only because of that
teacher. It is important to have clarity of
what to be taught, but even more important
to be approachable and loving particularly in

the early grades.

Questioning is not a very welcoming gesture
in most classrooms. It takes a lot of effort for
a teacher to be open for questions from
learners. In 10", English was taught by Ashish
sir. A teacher with a beard and a large specta-
cle. He used to be very open for conversa-
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tions and questioning. Encouraging students
to ask questions and have conversations. |
have a very vivid memory of him encouraging
me for asking a question in the class seminar.
Just saying “beautiful question” made my
day. Small kids do require some extrinsic mo-
tivation like a good word or a clap. However,
teachers should work towards learners being
more intrinsically motivated towards learning
and life in general.

Being approachable, friendly, and prompt are
values Victoria madam demonstrated. She
taught Taxonomy in my graduation in Botany.
While her understanding of the subject is
splendid, it was her people-skills that was a
learning for me. She maintained a very
healthy teacher-student relationship. Both
firm and caring. She used to ensure all stu-
dents in her class is adequately engaged and
loved the subject.

Studying social work had been my plan right

from class 11. Education in social work
helped me break out of multiple apprehen-
sions and made me bold in life. Teachers in
my post-graduation demonstrated values
that had been my core beliefs. Being sensi-
tive, exploring for clarity, understanding soci-
ety and to keep on putting in efforts to bring
changes in the society. Many of those values
were lived values of respect, ethics, reflective
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thinking, and commitment to the society. |
fondly remember Dr Sunil Santha who en-
couraged to live life of constant value-based
commitment to the cause. Anand sir who
made us think of multiple perspectives of life
and realities of society. Kochu Krisha Kurup
sir for humility, Rajeev sir for being positive
and learning, Gayathri madam for bringing in
more clarity of thought.

Apart from all these teachers who have
taught me in various institutions. There were
many more individuals whom | meet daily
who influence me. Parents, friends, col-
leagues, teachers, and the list will go on. Our
experience of learning goes on as well.

Why are teachers so significant? There are
multiple roles a teacher can plan- teaching,
counselling, mentoring, leading, role model-
ling and in some cases even become an ex-
tended parent. There is vast knowledge out
in the world, someone prepared and ready to
structure and present it to the learners in es-
sential to help children make sense of the
world around them. A teacher plays this im-
portant role of packaging and delivering
knowledge in a manner the students enjoy
and engage meaningfully. On this Teacher’s
Day, let our energy keep pumping towards
making teachers community vibrant. Let’s
work with them to achieve the purpose of
influencing learners in a manner that contrib-
utes to improved learning and thus make this
world a better place to live.
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Amma- my Guru in decision making!

Amma passed away on August 04™ in our
home. It was a very peaceful death. No major
suffering, she was not bed ridden. She had
minimum movement. Was able to go to the
washroom, was able to go to eat by herself.
Could recognise only the near and the dear
ones. Brain was functioning at say, 60% level.
When she stopped eating, we did not take
her to hospital. This stopping of eating was
like any of her other decisions. Amma once
decides she gets totally committed to the de-
cision. This was similar. One fine day, August
21°', she decided, not to eat, and that was it.
We could not feed her in any way. We did all
the circus but in vain. She just did not open
her mouth. Without food she went for 15
days. And the last four days was without a
single drop of water. It was as if she had de-
cided to leave. And she decided the way she
wanted to leave. This was her way.... You
must just respect it. No other choice. She has
decided and she would do it!

She was a woman of decision. She would de-
cide. Her decision was fast, and her decision
were sharp and very crucial. There are so
she had taken, which
changed her life or others life!! when she was

many decisions

young, one fine day she wanted to go to
school and then she decided to go to school.
And she just went to school. That schooling

Bayalu, 120th Edition
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with the convent sisters changed the course
of her life. She became a smart, intelligent,
and empowered woman! She decided that
she would marry her cousin who is in Bom-
bay. Done everything worked towards that
and she got herself married to that man and
lived happily ever after. Not that she did not
have difficulties, challenges all these she had
in abundance, but their relationship was
very smooth and filled with lots of love.
They never fought. Our villagers speak about
their relationship as a very romantic rela-
tionship and ideal pair! | feel that her deci-
sion to marry him was the most crucial deci-
sion!

Amma was in Bombay, she lost many of her
children after me. Then she decided that she
will leave Bombay and come to village. This
was an important decision. She came to our
village, had 3 children after that and she
took the reign of our farmland and did won-
ders! She took everything under her and
started managing it so well. We had limited
land, but, with her sheer hard work and cre-
ative thinking she improved the land a great
deal. Earlier we used to have a lot of prob-
lem. With Amma’s management we were
able to manage without loans. Things were
fine now.

| had just finished my elementary schooling
and there was difficulty in getting a good
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school for continuing my education. No good
schools nearby. At this juncture, it was Am-
ma who decided that she will relocate to
Mangalore with me for my education. What
a decision!. For a woman who was immersed
in Agriculture work, to relocate to Mangalore
along with her young son and start rolling
beedi for her livelihood! This decision of hers
changed the entire course of my life!!

When my youngest sister was born, my Am-
ma was seriously ill. She was hysterical. She
was bed ridden for long time. It was very
difficult at home. Our family members were
looking for help outside. Not Amma. She de-
cided that her son, | will cook. No dependen-
cy on anybody outside. She was a very inde-
pendent and freedom loving person. She
would sleep outside our kitchen and instruct
me to cook. This is how | learned cooking.
That is how we managed. We managed with-
out outside help. | ended up developing
deep interest in cooking and today | enjoy
cooking.

It was very difficult time for us. The produce
of our agriculture was not enough for us. The
share we were giving to the landowners was
huge. Leaving us very little to manage. That
was the time of loans for us. Year after year
there was loans. loans were mounting. My
parents decided that we need to cut this vi-
cious cycle. We should not take loans. The
loans were been taken for rice, coconut,
milk, vegetable..... Amma decided that we
will manage with whatever we have and not

go for loan. So, we cut on everything, rice,

Bayalu, 120th Edition

coconut, milk vegetables and everything. We
used to get bad rice from other rich houses
and prepare rice konji and use it. We used a
lot of sweet potato instead of rice. We man-
aged the entire rainy season without any
good curry, simple curry with just salt and
chillies.... That was the year Amma managed
without any borrowing and managing with
whatever we had and thus the cycle of loan
was broken. This was the decision of Amma.

| fell in love with Vani. Caste was a huge
problem. | come from a lower caste and Vani
was a Brahmin. Everyone was against the
marriage. It was Amma who said. If you feel
she is the right person for you. Marry her. |
am with you. And she stood with me strong
as a rock. After marriage | built a house, she
decided to come with me. She moved to my
house and lived with me. She brought up my
children, looked after them and made my
house and family rich and meaningful.

In 1996 Indu was born. And Amma decided
that she will look after Vani and Indu. She
nursed the mother and child and gave fan-
tastic time to Vani. Vani still has sweet mem-
ories of my mother taking care of the new
born child and lactating mother!

All through | have seen my mother decide.
The decisions she would take would be time-
ly and very progressive. Sometimes revolu-
tionary. She would take a decision stick to it
and strive to succeed. | learnt a lot from her
in decision making. Decision making is an im-
portant element of leadership. And | can con-
fidently say that around decision making my
Amma is my Guru!
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Thoughts on teachers and teaching...

One of my mentors used to tell me that the
three most important aims of education are:
to help an individual to realize the truth, to
help an individual to draw out the best within
himself and achieve excellence in his chosen
field and to enable a nation to meet its chal-

lenges and realize its aspirations.

It is the duty of every good teacher to strive
to achieve these aims of education. To be
able to do this a teacher must be equipped
with certain characteristics. An ideal teacher
should be respectable, committed to his pro-
fession, be a continuous learner, humble,
progressive and one who can neither be in-
timidated by authority nor tempted by

wealth.

Traditionally, societies in general and stu-
dents have revered and respected their
teachers. An ideal teacher should be deserv-
ing of the reverence and respect shown by
his students. He should never do anything
which dents his image in the eyes of his stu-

dents or the society. He should possess a

good character and a sound knowledge of his
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discipline. He should always remember that
his thoughts, words, and actions influence
the students more than that of their own

parents.

Every day a student derives something from
his teachers. Therefore, a teacher should
make it a point to see that he carries some-
thing new to the school to disseminate
among the students. For this, a teacher
should study and keep himself updated on
the latest developments in his discipline. He
should possess substantial knowledge of the
subjects he teaches. He should know that
sooner or later his peers and students will
discover his lack of knowledge. This is more
so true in the present times when students

have access to various sources of knowledge.

An ideal teacher should not limit himself to
the curriculum of his school. He should en-
gage himself in the continuous pursuit of
knowledge of various subjects as well as in-
depth study of his chosen subject. He should
have conceptual clarity, holistic perspective,

and pedagogical skills to stimulate the inter-
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est of his students. He should not consider
teaching as merely a means of subsistence
for himself and his family. He should consider
it as a sacred duty and continuously work to
illuminate the minds of his students and mo-
tivate them to cultivate a thirst for
knowledge. He should realize the joy of
teaching and learning by being a student
with his students. He should have a sense of
aesthetics, a curiosity to learn, a deep regret
for his ignorance and zeal to acquire more
knowledge. He should have a concern for his
self-development and for the progress of his
students. Rabindranath Tagore says: ‘A teach-
er can never truly teach unless he continues
to learn. A lamp can never light another un-

less it continues to burn’.

A teacher should never be arrogant that he
knows so much more than his peers. He
should be aware of his limitations and hum-
ble enough to accept them. No society can
be more progressive than its education sys-
tem and no education system can be more
progressive than that of its teachers. So, a
teacher should be dynamic and progressive
enough to be able to effectively contribute to

the development of his nation.
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Of late, we see a disturbing trend of teachers
being influenced by political ideologies. A
teacher should never be influenced by the
rich and the powerful. Teachers should con-
centrate on their teaching and learning in-
stead of involving themselves in political ac-
tivities and whiling away precious time in
other pursuits. As per the norms of our edu-
cation system - possessing a teaching qualifi-
cation and qualifying in certain tests may
make an individual eligible to teach. But it is
important to keep learning to become a good
teacher. The real worth of a teacher is not in
what remuneration he receives for his ser-
vices, but in how he influences and shapes

the upcoming generations.

What nobler employment, or more valuable
to the state, than that of the one who in-
structs the rising generation? — Marcus Tul-

lius Cicero
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Have you heard from all students today?

Visiting schools and interacting with teachers
and children are inherent part of our work.
There is not denying to the fact that the clos-
er you are to the classroom the more mean-
ingful your engagement with teachers will
be. While we focus on language and Math
teaching-learning processes in classrooms.
What are other aspects of a classroom we
may miss or choose to address later. One
such area which is impossible to go unno-
ticed is the quality of teacher-student inter-
action. In most cases these interactions don’t
go beyond mundane repetitions and mass
responses. Most of the time we may see that
the individuality of a child is lost in most of

the classrooms we observe.

Let us specifically deal with power equations
in classroom before we go into inclusivity. We
often see most classroom interactions are
based on certain power equations between
teacher-student, teacher-teacher, teacher-
head teacher, teacher-parent and so on. You
must have noticed; all the combinations are
made with a teacher. We all agree how cru-
cial is teacher in the whole process of school

education.

What are some factors connected to this

Bayalu, 120th Edition
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power dynamics? If you closely observe most
of these are connected to gender, caste, reli-
gion, family income, disability, social context
of the child etc. With teachers we closely
working with, how can we improve the class-
room processes such that there is more inclu-
sivity in interactions. By inclusion | meant
providing equal access to learning opportuni-

ties and resources for all students.

To achieve full inclusion, we need to consider
the power dynamics within our schools. We
will have to actively reflect on how this is
affecting learning and how we could disrupt

these dynamics.

Various activities happen in a classroom.
What are a few modifications that can be
brough to usual classroom processes to im-
prove inclusivity? Mentioning two thoughts

for your further deliberations.

Bringing in more meaningful collaborations
in classroom- We have seen how pair-work
and children working in groups. Most cases
we see pairing two children- one who is aca-
demically more able and another who is aca-
demically less abled. If we closely observe

the interactions among the kids, you will see
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the pairing as such is not helping the child
who is struggling. He may feel less confident
to challenge the other one who most of the
time get the correct answer quickly and
treated favorably by the teacher. Here the is-
sue is not with the idea of pairing, the im-
portant aspect here is to have basic ground

rules of working in pairs.

The academically more able child may be al-
lowed only to ask questions and write down
the responses of the other child first and
then write his own response later, the most
talking kid to wait and go second are a few
ways to address this. All these needs to be
done in a subtle manner, so that these are
not announced to further demoralize the
child who is struggling. E.g., “l am pairing you
with the Manu (academically better off) so
that at least you learn something” is a typical
killer statement you would hear in a class-
room. There is nothing more discouraging

and demoralizing for a child who is strug-

gling.

Question and answer- It is typical that we
see mass responses been collected by teach-
ers. In such a classroom there are kids who
are repeatedly not being heard of or listened
to. This is a sad truth. How can we ensure all
students are heard to at the first place? Can
teachers ensure every child is asked to at

least once in each period? You may feel this
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usually happens. Next time you go to a class-
room you will see this yourself. There are kids

who are constantly not being heard.

All questions being asked individually isn’t
viable, but at least one question need to be
asked to each child in each period. It is natu-
ral that the teacher might forget to have
asked to each child. At the end of the class
the teacher could ask the students “to whom
haven’t | spoken to today?”. Slowly the stu-
dents themselves will remind the teacher
that she hasn’t asked anything to him/her
that day.

These are a few commonly seen classroom
processes and simple modifications that can
be made to it to make classroom a bit more
inclusive than it is currently. You may be hav-
ing many more such ideas that are worth try-
ing in the classroom. Please do keep trying
such ideas to make our classrooms more in-

teractive, fun, learning space for kids.
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Democracy and science education in schools

Democracy and science, according to several
researchers, share several basic characteris-
tics like critical thinking, public discourse,
open debate, free flow of information, mutu-
al respect, the critical role of inquiry and evi-
dence. Then how can we, our teachers expe-
rience or learn about the connection be-
tween science and democracy in schools and
classroom?

Democracy

According to political scientist Gutmann, a
basic trait of all modern democracies is that
all citizens experience human rights related
to basic principles of freedom, equality, and
shared legal rights. Opposition and a plurality
of perspectives are essential elements in a
democratic society, and disagreements are
not solved by violence, but through demo-
cratic means such as communication and de-
bates within the legal system. Political deci-
sions are based on knowledge, arguments,
and negotiations in public and open debates.
Democracy is not just a political, electoral
system but embraces living together, partici-
pating in society, and acquiring knowledge
and an understanding of facts in order to
make decisions. These elements are im-
portant in developing a democratic country,
and the educational system is one of the im-
portant tools for educating students in these
democratic skills and concepts.

Democracy and Schools
India is regarded as the largest democratic
society and we want our children to under-
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stand that a democratic society is the best
society for us to live in and that they there-
fore need to respect what many generations
before them have lived and fought for. A du-
ty which is unique to all of us under Article
51A (h) that encourages the citizen to
‘develop the scientific temper, humanism
and the spirit of inquiry and reform’. The
students are not only supposed to know
about democracy, but they should be able
to engage in and further develop democratic
processes. The concepts critical thinking,
and social responsibility are examples of
how these goals are being operationalized in
schools.

Due to both democracy and science shares
some basic ideas and methods science sub-
ject should or might improve democratic
skills among students. However, teachers’
understanding of how science subject has
contributed to their perception of democra-
cy and their perception of interconnected-
ness between science and democracy are
areas that are yet to be explored.

Democracy and Science

As said earlier, one can argue that science
and democracy are based on some of the
same principles. Branscomb and Rosenberg
stated that: “We must remember that at
their root, science and democracy share the
same values. Democratic societies are
founded on open debate, free flow of infor-
mation, mutual respect, and the critical role
of inquiry and evidence. These values are
also fundamental to the scientific method.”

September 2022



Science is a field in which researchers, often
using quantitative methods, investigate and
test theories and hypotheses, but it is also a
field with long traditions for public argu-
ments and discussions. It involves critical in-
vestigation and discussions on contrasting
theories and observations. All observations,
discussions and reflections are supposed to
be considered and handled in the search for
a conclusion. Such explorations bear similari-
ties to democratic processes, and therefore
these processes being part of science have
been arguments for science education as an
important arena for teaching, learning, and
experiencing democracy in school.

Democracy and Science in schools

Science in school is linked to democracy be-
cause the subject is supposed to enhance the
students with knowledge and skills that ena-
ble them to participate as active and con-
cerned citizens in the democratic processes
in the society. Sjoberg claims that science ed-
ucation with its active learning processes not
only has an impact on the students’
knowledge, but also on their ability to ‘take a
stand’. Important topics relevant to society,
such as sustainable development, climate
change, and social health, offers knowledge
which helps them to establish attitudes and
actions. Another claim is that several ele-
ments such as knowledge, communicative
attitudes and skills, and active participation
in decision-making processes in science edu-
cation are relevant to democracy. As told
above, the basic ideas of democracy and the
foundation of science complement each oth-
er, and the goals coincide. Both include ele-
ments such as active and critical human be-
ings and engaged citizens in public discourse
in closed groups or open societies, with a
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shared framework of aspirations for in-
creased knowledge and understanding. The
question is how this can be implemented and
operationalized in the subject of science in
schools?

A classroom example

A 7 grade teacher, before introducing the
chapter “Heat” took few minutes to explain
about importance of ‘observation, thinking
and questioning’ in science through a small
activity. She showed a pen and asked to ob-
serve its features. Then she asked students
to frame questions based on visual observa-
tion like colour, shape, length, material, etc.
Later she asked them to frame questions
based on facts which can’t be seen like cost,
manufactured date and place, etc. After this
activity she proceeded to heat chapter on
the same ground, ‘observe-think-question’.
At the end of the class, while leaving she
asked, ‘is there any issue which is related to
temperature on earth, ‘globally’ (she
stressed the last word as a hint)?’. 5 out of
30 students sceptically answered ‘global
warming’ while seeking her approval. She
smiled and nodded ‘yes’.

We can conclude that the science teachers in
primary schools have to put more emphasis
on understanding of democracy and the con-
nectedness between science and democracy.
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Education for Democratic Citizenship

One of the important aims of education is the
development of democratic citizenship. It is a
challenging responsibility with education to
carefully train every citizen for democratic citi-
zenship.

One of the challenges is that we, as parents ex-
pect schools and teachers to teach more sub-
jects and engage less in non-academic and unre-
lated activities, which is usually perceived as a
waste of teaching time. But it is the role of a
teacher to engage students in both academic
and non-academic activities for the all-round de-
velopment of children. Oftentimes, Schools and
universities focus on producing successful indi-
viduals, having flourishing careers, etc., By suc-
cess, according to societal norms means eco-
nomic and social achievements which are largely
individualistic accomplishments. Is the ultimate
end goal of education self-serving? What does
this say about when each of the classroom expe-
riences (teacher-learning) does not add up to
the goals of education?

We as stakeholders, may not agree when we say
that getting educated, by education we mean
only to assimilate knowledge to pass exams and
to get a job, but we come back saying that edu-
cation is more than just that but not sure of
what are those so-called bigger purposes of edu-
cation are. Let us understand this through the
lens of teachers, classrooms & schools, curricu-
lum, and society.

As educators, the lack of this vision keeps us
from connecting everyday practices with the
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larger purposes of education which are the ca-
pacity for clear thinking, and critical and argu-
mentative thinking while respecting other cul-
tures and their contribution to humanity.
Children, to become informed citizens, begin
with recognizing their rights in a classroom while
they exercise the freedom to express them-
selves, ask questions, etc., It also lies with the
teacher to pose challenging arguments to enable
healthy debates and facilitate understanding
and help develop the intellectual integrity to dis-
tinguish truth from falsehood and facts from
propaganda and to reject fanaticism and preju-
dices.

What is the role of teachers in creating empow-
ered citizens?

The National Curriculum Framework 2005 ex-
pects teachers to be a facilitator of children’s
education. The role of the teacher is to create a
safe and inclusive environment for the students
to express themselves freely without having to
worry about being judged.

Classrooms & schools are central to providing a
positive ‘experience’ of democracy and demo-
cratic participation. These experiences condition
their perceptions of caste and class, gender, de-
mocracy, and justice. Democratic participation
begins with celebrating diversity, inculcating mu-
tual respect, and inter-dependence, values of
inclusion.

Most often we end up finishing school, and col-
lege without having had the opportunity to un-
derstand the power that the fundamental rights

September 2022



hold in our lives, especially in the democracy
that we so cherish and want to preserve.

Schools undermine the unique capabilities of
children and categorize them under very narrow
cognitive criteria. This labeling of children is re-
flected in how society, based on individual iden-
tities like caste, and gender determines their ac-
cess to valued resources in society and participa-
tion in different institutions.

Schools must be conscious of the importance of
creating equitable classroom environments in
which students are not subjected to unfair treat-
ment and denied opportunities based on their
sex or caste.

It is usually believed that teaching democracy
and democratic practices is the responsibility of
social sciences teachers and Civics, and citizen-
ship are concerned with adult lives and not
linked to curriculum subjects.

For instance, the primary-level English textbook
has a lesson on ‘My family,” Isn’t this an oppor-
tunity to discuss gender roles? Textbooks have
undergone a lot of changes over the years where
the same lesson ‘My family’ from describing an
ideal family of father-mother-son/daughter now
includes two female parents or two male part-
ners, etc.

Inclusivity is not limited to making girls and boys
sit and play together but also starting conversa-
tions on their understanding of gender roles and
moving away from heteronormative narratives.
Likewise, textbooks, depicting problematic imag-
es and words that are either unnecessary or un-
suitable for their age and maturity. For example,
in certain history textbooks, describing the Indi-
an freedom struggle highlight the communal
differences between two major communities in
India in a thoughtless manner like derogatory

Bayalu, 120th Edition

words describing a minority community finding
its place and the message that is sent down to
the learners’ minds have all the potential to give
rise to harmful perceptions towards people that
are very much part of the society.

Teachers and children are part of the larger soci-
ety. Children become individuals and citizens of
a local community, national society, and the
world.

For instance, all schools have the practice of
setting up a school parliament through a voting
process, these practices are vital to knowing
how to participate in, preserve and enhance de-
mocracy when they become adults. These fair
practices help make democratic and law-abiding
citizens out of young individuals.

Enabling learning through participation in the
life of a community and the nation at large is
crucial to the success of schooling. As a commu-
nity, when thinking changes, values changes and
that enables change in culture and change in
ideologies.

September 2022



September 2022

33

Bayalu, 120th Edition







QITTOTY

BN ef)foﬁol OT0% 09-09-2022 TOW XTTO
BRTOOD 000N THWT VOOTNTZEE TSR
g3eed eRT, WO TPRTIOR NN ToBR
TRCTI, WFH T OFTTIRT AT 0T
TEPT, I TV ITTDRT Q0T P
RTT 2OTTW WX NI, AT, AT 0T
DI BRNZRBNTL, BN TP DF Q0
39T, SN WTW JPIT]IR AT QOTIW), O
DTPTRRO WO, 9T DITTR NI T0R
FT' QOTT. Tone DN NIT0BRD  JeIC
RPITOB  WOT, OTD DN NS0T
[T° OB, ToMBT mo0SIOBED  Swon
WOTN AWOD 236D @amgdgm? T RO°
VOB JOCT DOV QWRHF WOT. TPNRTT,
DD DTOP  JeTe TeYeoo  woT, VY AT
Qe TeY  WOoTD, RO AT B[PRT 20T
LYTORT PO [RIBWRED  WOT, WI[ON

ARZNIY @D, ©TZ, ALY ATY I
TeT3.
BRTIR ©BOR AL X wIRZIee T[0T

ORI IPIJWTY  JRCTOZ  WTONW  ATY
WA/B. W et TOWEROBD 3T, YO
WABOIRIN oD YBOY AT WHIN, G
HLRTZNROT IR FCTNELOTY TRCT. FTowed
TEYTH, T, W[OR L0 YT 28, VLA
WONBR BN AZTONI), Iowd IR, SN
Ty BWRART  WEIOINY  TLIODZY,  TewITY
BRETL.  BTWI, W) TOT ARVT BB,
D TR, FIW0T TSR BTN -
OONY 2OW TY VT VTZV, WOWWON &),

Bayalu, 120th Edition

%CBRC

m;iéadsg moS%, ONOBRCES

@23 T 0 WHTH WY Km@)@ MoODwN
3% 2T, e ﬁaw% QEONTS
LIRWMETH. WTH IFTY, VY 2§ HOW
WONERY KeBITBTP IT IINOZ  TRTIL
TTO O30T daee;éé QTIY W TREN
Boewd 28T, W ONT ITR ey, BID IF,
BVBTF DRI WOTYOS, BN VI VISR
BFOTNZROT TN NIN BPRTW RTT DOTI.
VDD BEWRTO BONOINIT 08, PYTH WT
BeDTY,  BVATY 20T ITIT  WOTHIR
DB FRHOD  B[ND B Y TOEITI WN
QT  ToBIDD. @[ TORTHOD
IOM3OD DY PTPR  ©[/I  BTWIF BN
BONB. ¥ DIINY WB/Ie TRTO QO[T
A BeIITY  TBHRTT/  STOFPTD  LeTRENED
BT LR WYTO? JOEHT TePTVT  DTWOW
O30OTOTTR ROTIVTIL WOTONED mcjzsm?

&

ST, AT WNT QW THE TVEINTRY, B
TINGT),  SRCBDITZeS  BPRPYTBRE 20T
TN OPIO TN DITTH SR0TT SR &
DY TVEHERWD T TN ATONF, I,
QOBT® MO wo@@dosmd Sned aY?
LeOTT, ToReEE BRI IOTW TOTOL,
Q:WIVFED mqﬁém? & TOCIJAIR QT wo@p D9

LO0B w3esoned widep?. Ao, TRy e

35

WV BPRTOTT FONE QOTARTHYHC?

September 2022



Educators or teachers, | would like you to un-
derstand the meaning of authority and why it
is necessary. Have you ever thought of it? It
becomes difficult for the individual to admit
whether they are authoritative or not. Be-
cause our ego does not allow us to admit the
fact, is it necessary for the teacher to be au-
thoritative? Spend some time thinking about
this and ask your conscience (yourself) this
guestion. How does having authority help
you in your role?

In the book " Pedagogy of the Oppressed”,"
Paulo Freire throws light on the teacher-
student relationship. Teachers are viewed as
the sole source of knowledge, while students
are seen as empty pots. Most of the teachers
in India or other parts of the world think that
students don't know anything because their
understanding of the world is limited, and
they are not mature enough to face the reali-
ty of life. Hence, they think that it's their duty
to make students disciplined and obedient.
We have been practicing enforcement of

good behavior in our children through pun-
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ishments in the form of verbal, physical, or
comparing them with other children. But as
educators, what we are missing here is to
identify the uniqueness of each child in this
context. Instead of celebrating their individu-
ality, we are conditioning the children to con-
form to our standards in the name of disci-
pline.

Controlling a child by creating fear is com-
mon practice in most schools and house-
holds. Most adults believe that fear is neces-
sary to keep children on track. We are not
paying close attention to what we are doing
with the child during this process. If children
are in a fearful environment, it's going to im-
pact their physical, socio-emotional well-
being as well. What is our goal as a teacher?

J Krishnamurthy says that "A school based
on a fear of any kind is a rotten school. This
kind of school should not exist. It requires the
empathy and great intelligence of the teach-
ers to understand the problem. Fear corrupts

the mind of the individual and restricts learn-

ing".
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It's time for us to think about what sort of
learning spaces we are creating for children.
Are we listening to them empathetically? Is it
necessary for us to associate the child’s social
background with his or her behavior? Do the
students feel safe in the classroom?

It's time for the teachers to reflect on their
actions, behaviours, and thoughts. But it's
not an easy task. Thus, reflection requires
open-mindedness, courage to face the un-
known and unseen, and an openness to learn
and unlearn.

Each classroom context is different, and eve-
ry child comes from a very different socio-
cultural, linguistic-economic background. We
should put some effort into building a culture
where each child feels safe and respected.
Wouldn't our environment be much better if
we could have an open conversation or dia-
logue with the children, which would create
a space for them to be who they are? It’s not
going to happen in one day, it will take some
time. Because '"change is a slow process".
Please spend some time with oneself and
think about what kind of a teacher you want

to be?
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“You must always remember that each
child learns on their own. The role of the
teacher is to motivate them, touch their
heart and develop a loving bond with each
child”. (NEP-2020)
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As we know, we have been assigning responsibility of bringing out

Bayalu to districts since May 2022. The assignment is as follows:

Sl. No. Month District
1 May 2022 Yadgir
2 June 2022 Bengaluru
3 July 2022 Ballari
4 August 2022 Mandya
5 September 2022 Bagalkot
6 October 2022 Vijayapura & Bidar
7 November 2022 Koppala
8 December 2022 Kalaburagi
9 January 2023 Raichur
10 February 2023 Yadgir
11 March 2023 Bengaluru
12 April 2023 Ballari
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